
AND LITERARY GEM.

-about four tbousnnd years ago, ia Assyria. Ia
it ive behold the deepest wisdom, the sublimest
znorality, the graadest ideal and philosophie
poetry, and a deep knowledge of natural bistory,
thc unirerse and the mind of man, displayed.

liera man is distiactly told that be is immor-
ta], and as a bcing- morally accouintable to the spi-
rit of God.

The sober tbinkinag moments and Élie solenn
iamard tlîoughts of aIl men mitisper to tlîem that
there is an bereafter. The best men in al
countries, upon deep rellection, have corne to
Uic conclusion, tk4t Uic soul is dcstincd to lire
after Uic body's deatb. Independeat of rerelation,
the thougbts of thecsoul have divelt on this glorious
-doctrine. Upon the pages of flic Bible, iL gloirs
liowever, with a madiance like the nooaday's glo-
nious suni. There is a universe of raiad as mcll
.as of maLter. The one ti-. creature, the ofluer
the creatiîg, adraneing, thinking, transcendant
thug called thougbt and mind. Ia the body iL
is under a cloud. Yet it rises betlînes in a
Newton, in a Sbakspeare, Napoleon, Brougham,
Moses, Daniel, Isaiah, Luther, Socrates, Plato,
Pythagoras,, Confucius, Seneca and St. Paul, to
a glowing brightncss that seems like disembo-
died intelligence.

In Uiem, and Uiousands of others, ia aIl ages
anti couatries, the electrie spark ofà the soul bas
shone forth iith a vigour and briglitness like the
son bursting forth from a midnight glooni. MaL-
ter could earce contain Uic vigour of their
minds, and. their spirits scemcd waiting to mouit,
to tbcir natural element; that or.can of intelli-
gence that scerns to surround the Uirone of Uic
Almigobty One-the Antient of days.

Why bave good and irise mca of ail ages,
nations and religions been incliaed to beliéve
this doctrine?1 Tbrec things have induced Uiemn
to do so. We are noir arguing apait fromn
Rterciation, wiriih me aIl kaowm forcibly incul-
cates the tiillinMtruth that man's soul lires after
the death o the body. First, every dcep-think-
ing auid reflective mmnd mnust comne to the con-
clusion ihat there are and ougbt to bc essen-
tially different principles in the universe; tue

ecign pieadd on.çl Intelligence and
iLs.manifestation and glory.4.0 Thus, God is a
Spirit, and Uic Sun of Intelligence; its originnal
and everlasting source!! The gorious and
infinite unîrerse ire sec around us-the sublime
and raried phases and manifestations of nature,
-aIl are but Uic manilfestation of his giory!
The body in man is dic ma~nifestation of Uic
soul. Mlatter is --ssen,-"ally passive, and is only
active fros outer impulse giren by sonicthutg
supcrior in nature to itself. The universe of
itsclfirould neot act or more, if lairs badl not been
gîrcu to it.s compiens, to regulate their indivi-
dual anid miiole mnotions. It moves by design
and for an end, not by chance. The lairs of
maLter irere givea te iL by somcthing superior,'and tat mvas Uic lutelligeuce of God. The
inatt.r of tlie body is not the soul.1but God lias

ordained that huinan beings shahl be so mnanifested.
OIt! bouv darkc and bo>ir disimal.-bow unutterably
sulent and vain îvould betUic ast theatre of na-
ture, if it were unlit by the spirit and beingr of a
God, and bis all-pervading moral presence! It
%would be like a dark and cbaotic cold world of
waters witbout the sun! Conjoin the Lhoughit
of intelligence wvitb that of infinite maLter and its
manifestations, and like the blaze of an ocean of
liglîtning, aIl becomes clear. Nature, too, acts
by con trarieties-synbol ical of God, and bis
universe. The day and the night-tbe cold and
the lieat-lighit and darkness-life and death-
good and evil-beauty and ugliness-music and
dis<cord-love and liatred-pain and pleasure-
progress and decay.

Secondly, man feels within him a moral
prompting-a moral sense-a whispering con-
science crying te bis judgment Ilto refrarin
front ebil and do -good." Mloral feeling is no
part of matter, and cannot he; and is not aceces-
sarily tbe result of education or custoin, because
it is essentially the saine in aIl ages and nations.
Is not the unorality of the Book of Job the saine
as that of Paul and of modemn Christianity.
Docs not a siunilar spirit to some citent pcrvade
the workb uf bemathen philoýophers a.nd Chinese
and Ilindoo irise mca ? Thtis moral sense is a
proof of bis immortality, and of the existence
of God. Chance, or tbe innate poirers of maL-
ter, implantcd and could implant no sucb poiver
iii his bosoin. lt iras put there in vieîv of. an
end. He iras destined to lire in human socicty
-to discriminate betireen good and cril actions.
Man, civilized and sarage, feels tbat bc is ac-
counitable for bis actions and destined to lire
again. Nature tells bimi lie is superior to the
brute creation ; and in irbat, 13 lie superior if lie
is -not immortal 1

Thirdly, thouglit is infinite in its'nature, and
Uic soul infinite in its aspirations. Wben aIl on
earth is stili ini Uic suent matches of Uic niglit,
ire wIl muse on irbat is to he, or mander out
and timn our gazing eyes to the arcb of bearen,
bespangled witb millions of stars. Then thought
takes iving,, in tbc passive calmness of flic body,
and scans the robes of Uic gentle moon--or Uic
twminkling of Uic shining, stars. Doc3 nattcrthus
bcbold itself-reason on itself ? Docs matter
thus sit un silence and scan thc universe and iLs
lairs; .ýûr tura iLs thougbrs iamards and say, con-
science, be thon still ? If we are not maLter,
Uicn irbat are wc'? Is tbought a propcrty of
maLter?1 Impossible ! Tbougbt is a spirit, and
a spirit bas no relation to Lime or spiacc necessa-
rily, excepi. in carryuag ont some end designcd by
God in Uic moral universe.

In fuis vmorld mind is only manifestcd in mat-
ter, and yct iL is not mater. We have rcad Uic
ablcst ivorks of men irritten ag-Zeinst the immor-
tality of Uic seul. None, in our opinion, excel
that of Baron Holbach ; but ivith ail their inge-
auity, Uiey ]cave flue subject in a greater mystcry
titan irben Lhey commenced te argue on i. Trhe
arguments aualnst the existence of maLter are
more.forcible than those against mmnd. Self-
coasciousnss tells us ive exist, and tliat we are
not matter, tbougli embodied in iL ; but me only
knoîr maLter from, outer manifestations and
fîron rh thc senses.

The tmutli is tliat both exist, and arc essen-
tially different, baving diffierent. ends and different
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elements. Nothing is impossible to God, and as
things are, he bas ordained thein.

EXTENT 0F TâE UNIVERSE.

It incy give sorte idea of the extent of uhe Universe
to know the length of' time required for light' which
travelfr 192,000 miles a second, to corne froia diIl'er-
ent celeqtial ubjects to his earth. Froi the moon it
cornes in one and a quarter seconds; frcum the son
in eight minutes; froin Jrîpitet, fitîy-two minutes;
Uranois in two hours; irom a star of the lirsi magni-
tude, three to rwelve yearb; fromn a star of the fittl
magnitude,sixty-six years; frumna s ar ofithe twvelfth
magnitude, four thonsand years. Light which leir
a star of the twelfth magnitude whien the Israelites
left Eg ypi,has not yet reached the earth. Our entire
solar system ilseif travels ai the rate of rhirty-five
thonsand mile.- an hour amoog the flied sturs.--
Honte ami Foreign Record.

ý-il! sciences Astronomy is the most exciting
and interesting. It exhibits to the mmnd the tbeatre
of the universe, over which the Spirit of the AP-
mighty moves. By it we become acquainted
tvith the general laws of matter-laivs wluch re-
gulate not only our Solar System but probably
millions of others. 0f ail bumnan inventions noue
can excel in magnificence that of tbe telescope,
by wbich ive become comparatively intimately
acquainted iwitlî worlds and systems of worlds ;
wbich without iLs aid, would remain but specks
of ligbl, or bc wbolly unseen. So iimmensely
grand and extensive are the operations of nature,
that tbe bumax mind, whilst musingr ou tcn,
becomes bewildcred, and fails to comprcbend or
grasp sucb infinite space and magnitude. The
Lelescope bas broughbt to liglit myriads of Suans
and Solar Systems that are invisible to flhc na-
ked eyc. If we could, in the twinklfing of an
eye, be translated from earth to the most dis-
tant star, visible by the most powcrful telescope,
and wbose liglit bas becu travelling since crea-
Lion, at Uic rate of about twelve millions cf miles
in a minute, and yct scarce reacbcd our eartb ;
rj flicre on that most distant point of the uni-
verse; at a distance îîcarly incomprebensible to
the liumau mind: we wor'd stilI sec tbrough tlic
most powverful telescope -orlds; yea mili ons of
thcm, stili more distant. f.ç3- Oh bow wonderful,
ut is bcbold such greatness; bow bewildering to
muse on. Scest thou that silest sand bencatli
tby foot? Ail ire sce of tic universe or could
sec ivere ive to travel on Uic wings of fthennias
of the morning liglit, for ten flionsaar ycars, at
flic rate of tirelve millions of miles a minute;
would be to the ipbolc universe of God, but as
thic one atorn.4 Lço flich globe of our world l!
Oh inost incomprebensibles greatues ibere is tby
limit, and irbat mind but God's eau ever know
Uiy infinitcness? Yet ove-.theie=cadmea-
surelcss oceans of matter and iworlds, there i'etcgns
a universal, and admirable order; and a rnost
uncrring design and grand purpose. Samcness
docs noit prevail, but a grand and varied beauty.
Some worlds baving more satelites titan others,
ar'i some worlds being beltcd with immense


