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Bees any powey.

OFFIOCERS OF TRR ONTARIO DEE.
BEEUPERS* ASSOOIATION,

Prosident, Mr. 8. Comnotl, Lindeay, 3st Vico-
Prexident, J. 1. Hall, Woodstock; 2ad Vico-
Proaidont, Dr._Thom, &trootavillo; Secrotary.
Treasurer, Mr, Jacob Bponcs, Torouto.

Exccutive Comnuitteo~d Ramer  Codar
Qrovo* D Chalmers, Mussoiburg; U. Mitchell
Listowol); B. Davidson. Uzbridge, W.E. Wells
Thillipstown,

Communications on tho buesiness of tho nsso-
clation, and boeo.keepors’ departinont of tho
OANADIAN FanMER to bo addressod Lo the Goero-
tary-Troasurer, 251 Parliameoent 5¢., Toronto.

Eo. Cavavran Faryenr.—I have read
with somo intercat the proceedings at the
meeting of the Erecutive Committes of
the Ontario Bee-Keepers Association
rocently beld in Toranto, as published in
your last issue, and was not o little sur-
prised to learn that foul brood was
sufliciently prevalent in  Oatario to
necessetate legislation for -its suppression.
If this malady be so common as to require
special legislation to stamp 1t out, I faney
we would havo heard more of 1ts ravages
in tho past than we have. F¥rom the
roport of this meeting, however, it is
evident that our brethren who attended

-it are deeply imprecsed with the necessity
of employing vigorous means to effect its
extermination. To this end they propose
apeciol lugislation. The bill is already
drafted and ouly requires passage through
the legtslature and sanction by the repre-
sentative of the Crown—theun good bye
foul brood. On reading the report of this
meeting I askid myself the question,
© what next 7> Wil the pouliry associa-
tion seek legislation for the suppression of
“papes” in chickens? or the dairymens

! association press through a bill for lessen.
' mg the frequency of abortion in their
heards of Shorthorns 7 It is alleged that

both these are contageons. Then why not
remove themn by act of parliament as our

good friends of the committee are about

i to kill off foul brood. Well, wa have
] already a law on the statute baok for the
\ suppression of the yellows in peaches and
_ tbe black knot in plumb trees, upon which
= the “foul brood bill * is modelled, sull the
yellows in peaches are as bad as ever; and
the black knot o great deal worse than it
was a fow years 8go. We bave a law too
for tte extermination of Canada thistles,
yet Canada thistles abound. We have
also a law for relicving teamsters from the
necessity of turning out in the snow by
compelling them to make a doudle sleigh
track in winter, yot most of us are com-
pelled to divide the track when wo go
sleigh riding, eud I venture to predict that
when this foul brood bill becomes law, if

it ever does, it will ba found as inopera-
tive and as impractsble as the laws [ have
cited. Laws that areinoperative had better
never be passed, and I think the proposed
Iaw is ono of them. Then it has in itself

a provision that will unquestionably bar

+  its progress through parliament if it does
4 wotensurc its being thrown out by the
committee. -It provides for a grant of
public money to be paid to an iospector
who is to bo the nomines of the associa.
tion, & Lody that has no corporate exist-

!

ance or Jegal atatuy; to ask the legislature l

to sauction a grant under such conditions
is to presume too far upon the gencrosity
of its mombers and 1o assumo that they
aro posiessed of & degrao of aumplicity not
over creditable, and that they are not
likoly by their acts to acknoxl:dge. Iap-
prehend tbat tho advico Mowal gave the
delegation that waited upon him to press

this graut “soek furthor informtion a3 to-

what bas been dono by othor legislatures
in this matter” was the outcome of a
gentlemaunly way tho Attorney-General bas
of dismissing those who make unreasoun.
able demands upon him. Not till the Asso.
ciation becomes incorporated can it expect
to secure a grant from the government for
this or any other purpose. Dnoxe.

——————— . - .

PROGRESS IN BEE OULTURE

Brother beo-keopers and frionds: As I
have been requested by a number of boe-
keepers to contribute something on this
occasion, I wish to say thatI am always
intereated in anything pertaining to bee-
keeping, and ever ready to contribute my
mito in the way of promoting this noble
cause. Aswe are hore ta-day to discues
the different modes of procedurs in caring
for our bess, let us do eo with xind and
unselfish motives. I am aware that [ shall
call out some criticiams, but if wo all
thought alike whero would the thousand
improvemeuts be to-day, that are w ith us
Who would bave believed beforo founda-
tion was tried that such a wonderful result
would bave followed? But we may go
still further back to the movable frams,
If then, any one of this gathering had told
us that be could take s hive all apart and
move the bees all about on frames, could
discover any defect and could change
frames of comb from hive to hive, I ask,
what would he have met 7 [t would have
Leen looked upon with as much doubt as
the inventor of the mowing machine cn-
countered; but all theso ideas have proved
to bo actual fuctz. And the question
arises have we reached the upper step of
improvement and inventlon? I feel safe
in saying wo have not.

There was at one time a great hindrance
to our progress, and that was the different
patents.  Although we owe our brother
Langatroth o score of thanks for bis labor
and for his patent,yet it is plein thata few
patents wero spread over the country that
were a hindrancs to progressive bee.cul-
ture. But bappily nearly all of these have
gone out of use, and we are out ot aland
of bondage, Doubtless there are thosze
present who have had sad experience with
some of thess patents, How absurd to
think of success with a bive without
division boards; with the whole upper
storey aund cover solid; with closed top
bars nearly their whole length, and frames
fitting close to atays at their.sides, to be

ever fastened by the bees, proving, when
removed to be regular bee and queen
killers, But says one, I use sucn hives,
and I obtain honey. So you may, my
friend, and you can get it wing & box hive
or s barrel or almost anything; aud so we
can cut our bay with a haud sythe, but
how much casier and faster is hay obtained
with the mowcr! Often I have heard the
let alone plan advised, but after secing
what can bo done with correct manage.
ment, sowe will venture to try their hand
at this, :

I call to wind oneparticular case. I was
transferring o colony from s box bhive
when a near neighbor called and wiated

C mew—
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that he had a wonderful stock of bees that
he had gust bought for the emall sum of ton
dollars in the old Kidder lmve. I asked
how many frames there were; ho did not
know, but guewed it was full, at avy rate
it was a lig hive aud tho party of whom
ho bouglit etated that they did wonders
the previous season, o thought it was
all folly to go to the expense of my ar-
rangement, but the sequel showed him his
mistake. While the transferred bees mado
a eplendid return in surplus honoy avd
swarms, bis did nothing. I had occasion
to visit thia party with the improved ar-
rangement, aud while there this old neigh-
vor c>ne down, and looking rather down
in tho mouth, avked me to go and sco if
I could discover the cause of hia bees acting
23 thoy did. flo bad just removed from
tho cellar and thoy appeared rather weak;

ho also s3id they acted strangely sll the
previous summer, Thoy would dart
around and act as if diswatisfied with theic
home. I nuggested that they wmight be
troubled with mothe. Can’t you go and
seo thew 1 said be, Ifave you not opencd
them 7 I asked. Oh no, they would sting
mo to death, I was in a burry; however,
I went gver, and after digging and pryiog
along time, 1 succeeded in removing the
oll honey board, when about as many
worme, as bees, appeared to view. Tha
queen tried bard to Jocate and start a
brood in geversl places in that large bive,
but the moths bad driven them overy time
aud they were reduced to about a pint of
bees, I kmew of course, he could do noth-
ing for them and tho shortest cut seemed
to be to fit tho hive go as to take the
Langstroth frame, which was doue, and
singlo divicion boards put in. Witk care I
got comb enough from the old bive to fill
twvo of theso frames, They were packed
with cbaff and cloth, paper and chaff put
over them, { directed him how to manage
thew, ard to his surprise that )itle nuclus
gave him two swarms and a good amount
of surplus honey. iIv now bandles his
beec and knows just their ¢ondition at all
times, and says gness work cannot be de-
pended upon. I give thisto illustrate by
ons case, the condition of thousands.

It is & positive fact that no occupation
will be useless propedly attended to in alt
its minor points, and bee-keeping is no ex-
ception, Unless one loves the bees aud
intends to strdy theia, he may as well
givo them a severe leiting alone; but on
the other band, if he will only make bis
bees a study, as he does all bis other work,
he will fiad much amusemont and some
profitin it. So much for improved fix-
tures and hives, uow s few words regard-
ing tho bees themselves,

At tho present tiwe there is great diver-
sity of opinion a3 to what strains of bees
are preferable. Qae says if we want bees
to gell we need the pure Italiansbat if for
business, the IIybrids are just as good;
while another says he wants the long,
leather colored Italiane. I have thought
an Italian was yellow at any rate, if pure,
because we are told the threo bauds are a
test of purity. Sigk the best imported
qucens are dark ; in fact, I don’t belicve
that all queens from good stock are per-
fo:t any more than that the progeny of
other atack of any sort will be blessed with
porfect qualities, overy time. I don't be-
lieve wo can produce queens whose bees
will be smart workers, ete., if wo broed acd
mate queens from tho same bive, And
this is iy reason for favoring Hybnds, or
at least ono reason, It i3z fact that weo

can do doublo the amount of exiracting
frowm IIybrids (or black bies) that we can
from Italiang, and they aro not quite so
fond of their younger brothors and tisters,
g0 they will leavo the brood néats and take
to tho soctions a litile freer than the Ital-
iang, But when wecometo the manipu.
Iation of tho hives, tho Italians are far
preferable, Uae will notico this very
readuly if he has uccasion to extract from a
varioty. Ilo will sce also how muck more
work it is to get tho Italians off tho combe,
besides, ho will seo huandreda of Italians
scattercd gll about tho bive, while with the
others nenrly all will ho inside. I don’t
spoak of this to condemn the Italians, for
I'like thelr gentleness very much, bat I
intend to keep on the right side of my
becs, or in other wnrds I iotend to g
meater at the sart, the eamo as I would
witha borso or any other creatute that
posseases a cross dispodition. 1 do earnest-
ly say, don’t drop the Italians, "rat keep
tho best,and guard against in-and-in breed-
ing as far as is within your power, and I
beliove porfection will bo reached in time.

I think tho bivo we ue¥ bas much to do
with the disposition of bees. 1 have fried
nearly all sorts of bhives, and Isay now, as
I bave often said before, that the two-
storey chaff hive is the hive, but I can
honestly say that I never saw ono that I
could mannipulate ng easily as the ono I
bave invented. All know the difliculty
there ia in removing section cases from n
hive whose upper sturey is permanent, be-
cause the frames are glued fastto them,
and there iano possible way to pry them
loose. However,we were glad to use such,
because they really were 80 much superior
to a single-walled hive. Now with the
ono zpoken of, all such difliculties aro
overcome, bfanso we have access to the
ecds of frames; and another important
point i3, we can remove a whole set of
frames from the upper storey at omce,
in other hives we must take the time of
removing orly one frame at atime. I
said the hive had much to do with the dis.
position of bees. Lelus begin on a hive
where we cannot pry the case from the
frames and seo now tho bzes will get
aroused Ly the time we lift up a few
frames which are adbering to the cse wo
are lifting. Robbers smell the rat, and not
a few are calling to sesk what they mnay
devour, and perhaps a queen is killed or a
valuable comb or two smashed.

By the timo the bee-keeper says: Idon’t
want any more chaff hives, Now, my tdea
is, a chafl hive every time, And here let
we 8ay, it has been a hard study with me
for a long time to perfect my bives, and as
there is Do patent on it, I hope not to be
called selfish, at least, I belioveit of much
account to pack and cover with some coarso
material, 83 hay or chaff, a3 a shade and
also to keep it warmer in winter, and again,
to press down the enzmeled cloth or quylt
wbich may be over the upper story. The
entrance to my hives the wind will not
blow away, and thud by the means of af-
fecting tho disposition of the bees by al-
lowing robhers to cnter to enrago them,
These are o few -f tho rezsons why the
hive has much t4 do with the kindness of

| the becs.

Aud lot the bive be whatit may I pre.
fo: oo that the frames are level with the
top of tho hive so thal in removing cases
wo can press 8 knife or chizel directly be-

twoen them and the frames. { want the
hives 80 constructed that when the division
boards arc in place there will be no possi-
ble exit fox tho boes aside, of courss, from

the entorance,

-



