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BY THE REV. FREDERIC GREEVES.

Th

fon, ® subject before us is the poewn which
iy, " Part of the sacred writings under the
s W'Of _the “Book of Job,” It does not
e thin the limits of my purpose to state
b Mguments on which rests its claims to
g led « The World's Oldest Poem :” it
s~ Suffice to say that this unrivalied
siieq“”y is aseribed to it by the well-con-
amhed‘ verdict of the most competent
l%morlllf:s. Their account of the book
™ ]s briefly to be this—that its hero lived
%On% after the deluge, at a period older
4 raham, or at least as old; that the

I}N of hig trials, and the conversations
fy “Bsued, were embalmed in the thought-
My mory of the early patriarchs, and
¥, 4 down, orally, through several gene-
0!‘““‘53 that, finally, they‘ reached the ear
Y e during his sheplerd life in Midian;
Yq 4t struck by their beauty and worth,
‘hol{:(’"ed. moreover, by the Holy Ghost,
m% Yought all tlings needful to his re-
%‘hg r'a'lce, he transcribed and corrected
Mgy otd, adding to it all those details
: form the beginning and end of the
By"*  While this account of the origin of
&g &em before us is, to our judgment,
%“ %t supporied, it i%, to our taste, the
ho‘ JIviting, There seems a peculiar
“ty, that written inspiration should
Nnh?“g“mted by gathering up the frag-
,\h'm Oth in poetry and prose, of all that
o 8t valuable in the traditional mem-
“‘d .3 older dispensation; and thus, at

v:;'l“g fmbers of patriarchal lore, kindle,

i
13

by God’s grace, “A CANDLE THAT SHALL
NEVER BE PUT OUT.”

If the date thus assigned to the book of
Job is correct, it may truly claim unap-
proachable precedence among the world’s
great poems. From a rough calculation,
made in acecordance with the most popular
systems of chronology, it appears that it
took its present form 500 years before the
writing of the Psalms of Davia; 750 years
before Isaiah’s prophecy; about the same
period, probably, before the date of Homer;
1450 years before the birth of Virgil; and
more than 2800 vears before the appear-
ance of Chaucer, whom we are accustomed
to regard as the venerable father of English
song.

The antiquity of the book of Job being
assumed, our purpose is to vindicate its
claim to be a poem—and one of the sub-
limest and most beautiful poerns that is to
be found in any language. That it is not
generally considered so, or, at all events,
uot generally regarded with the ipterest
and admiration due to it on this ground,
can scarcely be alleged as an argument

against its claim, because it rarely happens-

that the highest class of poetry is most read
or most admired. The great bards of the
world have commonly been treated much
as inen are accustomed to treat the pea-
cock, whom, superficially, they admire, but
take ho pains to hear his voice. It would
be matter of curious caleulation how many
of the professed admirers of Milton cver
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