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..L.in file poCtical, like Juiljus iii the political werld, has
becoîne a nnme of itscit; wvbîciî shaîil last to the end of finie.
Uow tlîritllîng must have bcen flic intertst excited b>' tiiesc threc
simple letters, as piece3 of file moub touhing beauty regularly
appeared, fur several years, inic huLiterary Gazette," îvith
tfins signature, and found an cage welcuime in almost every
houselîold in England. She was but eiglitecn yeurs of agu, (site

wsborn ini 1802,) mien lier productions wurc subo%%i to Mr.
Jerdan, tie editor eof tis paper, aîîd flic ftit;tîd and miiglibur of
lier father, who îînmedîîuely jîercuivcd thuir ubility ui piaced
clîem belàrc file public. About two yeard afturwards hur father
dîed, and hencefurtii, like Alrs. fluintuîs afte'r hltr sejiaration frein
lier husband, site deveted uvery encergy ot hier riiîîd, with flic
niost uncenslng industry, tu the support of hier surviving relatives.

Trhe Improvisatrice, the Troubadour, flic Golden Violet, the
Venetîa,î Bracelet. and tic Vuw uf tic Pearck, appeurcd in
succession, aîîd in consequeucu of lier pravious tamu mut witlî
the most encouraging success. These wvorks arc ail character-
ized by an entilubiastic foîudness for the hueo f .diivalry and
romance, which seem to have taken a strong hold upon hier imu.
gmnation, and torm the thurne of most of hicr poctical writings.
The scenes and events whiclî silo brings befure the rentier, arc
described with a gorgeousness of coloring, a vividaess oftlouglît,
and, at flic sanie frne, a beauty of language, which makes themo
irre'sictibly fuscinatîing, especiilly to the young. As silo grew
older, however, she acquired greater deptii aîîd carrectness of
tlîought; thougli lier owc peculiar Ilrhythm, feeling, style, and
plîraseology," ivhich are so easily distîîîguishable [rom those of
ai other pocts, arc the sani n aitliber wrîuiîîg. Ia the words
of oné of lier o6 wn è'hariiilterà : I aiîn l'r cilvrer 'tliaii '1 was.
1 have tekt, have thouglît so mach. Talk of tlie niind ejihausting
iîsell'!-aever! Thiok of flic mass of materials, %which evcry
day accumulates! TIhen e.'Vorieuîee, with its catin, clear liglît,
cL..Iects 50s many youthftl tllacies; e'!ery day wve fel our high.
er moral responsibility, and our greater powver."

But when she îad' aiready gained a lotity niche in the temple
of Poetry, site suddenly, likeo -Sir Walter Scott, entered the Jists
for ptose composition. Francesca Carrara, aîîd Ethel Churchill,
if fictions tire te be approved ait ait, are among the finest in our
lunguage. Trhe TLraits and Tria-ls eof Early Lite, founded upen
reality, and somewliat upon events in lier cwn litc, is powerfully
as weil as affectingly written. Weil do we remnember weepitig
bitterly over flic mristortunes and cruel treatment ot twve orplîan
children, portrayed ini oe of theso sketches, entitled the Twin
Sisters. Hor prose productions possess aiearly the samne eha-
racteristics as lier poetry, affording, perhaaps, a greater scolie for
lier benevoient and seprc-hing views et' society ; though it is a
remnarkable tact, but one probttbly truo etrost real poets, flhat
she footad mucli greater tacility in expressing herseWlain -verse,
than in prose.

In~ 1831 silo becamie editress ef Fisher's Drawing.room Scrap
Book, îvhîch continued under lier able direction tiltliber mar-

inx i 1838.
1 roin ler childhood, A.trica hand becit a place of intense inter.

est te lier imaginative mind; arising, in part, perhaps, trom the
tact, that, when very yeung, she had rend a book of travels ini
that country, and in part, [rom the circumsîance of lier futher
and cousina havitvg visited it. This ivas, perhaps, one et the rea-
sons which induced lier te bc united te blir. Macleain, and go eut
te Cal-~ Coast Castle, of wh!ich lhe vas gevernor. She was la
the foul bleo t bfler age, and lier f'urne, wvhen she thus resigaed
the enjoymeats et Englîsh society, te reside in a solitary cnstle
on the shtores et tic Atrican coritinert. zbe lîad beun thare,
however, but a short lime, when a d-)se (,f poison, untortunately
takea by mistake, put an eîtd te the existence of this il highly-
gifted sengstress.-»

* Braaadliving the groater part cf lier lite in iiadon, she

IlSad ivoro my s4xdes; motinko tboy
Ahinot n tune Ofpobny
1 ovcr hixd, front carliesî yotitl,
A feeling %what my fte would bc.,,

Itesuî1a of Astronony.

bQd

Jvnîil.

AccoanîiNo te a conjecture tirst niade by the great Herschiel, and
afterwards turthcr developed and rendered intelligible by Madler,
the entire systemi of fixed stars torms, if wve nîay use thc expres.
sien, a single less.shîaped caiîopy. T1hiat is, wve, wvilli oar sun are
s'ituated xearly in Ille mniddle et a space, lîavîng the terni ýt two
n~atclî glasses, placcd witih tlic ceuxeave surfaces totsards each
otlier. T'le surfaces ef this eaiîejy are studdcd tolerably equal.
ly witl ffLxed star's. But as wve are a tliousand limes nearerlose
situxxtcd above anid below thian thiose nt flic edgcs et titis hollow
lens, se fiae distances betwecn tlic stars iinrnediately xubeve us
seeni -reater, wvhilst the legiens ut' those distributed at the cdge
are sen ini densely crowdcd maîsses. We may consider hIe
Milky Way as tlic eàgc auîd fuîrthuirmost liniî of tiuis set ef Iixed
stars, where tlîa unfinitely distant crowds et stars are colleted
in sueh masses, thiat their lîght grows togethier mbt a whitish
cloud, and ne longer permîts us te mnsolate one star from another.

Beyond itis car lems, Hersecel and fil., îost recent astreno.
mets imagine that the spots et clouds whlichl appîrar like oval
flakes ini file sky, are othar ciitirely distinct and iundepcîident sys.
teins, whieh ficnt nt sucli an imme'usurablc distnnce. froin us fihaI
the light has te wandcr millions«a years in rcnching us.

It as, hoyevcr, as ive bet'ore remarkcd, sufflicient for oxîr pur.
posa to take inte consideratien only the stars olet ditwltth mag.
iiitude, froîn wvlicIeh i liglit cati travel te us in tour tliouçnnd
yeais. Prom what, WC have already said, viz., tlat the ray et
light meetinig or eyc is îlot sent f'orft trom- tlîe star nt file sanie
momntî, bot arrives liec according te the crepoiîgand
reqaisite iîonîber et seconds, minutes, or -cars, if ows fluat wu
do not sec the star as it is, buz it wvas at tile tinie when the ray
et ligtL wVus emitteti.
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becamo linik'ed te its fastes and habits. Rcveliuag in ils brigliwst
aîîd iiust iiîtelectutil cir,.Ies, lir btilliant tlîuugliîs gained bier
the, admiration, as nîuclî as did lier goodness et' licart, the love
ot aIl witli wliem silo asseeiated. The piit et indwelling joy.
ousness, wvhicli senîed te tlt lier, wlîen bta child, wviîli a lit.
tic world ut liappiîiess ivithin,"~ and wvlich promptcd tlic atisweor,
Mien raniiilitîg at flint ago threugrh flic gardctn, Il cli don't spcak
lu 111V, 1II UiS ae a dLÎiglàtfdtuI t-Iglit it My ltad, continaued
tlit saine tîrougli evury îîeriod ut lier litec. As hîappy aîneng
tilt giuomny rocks, and Ignoerant inliabiîuîîts et tue Guld C.)ast,
as aiîid dIe gaik'ty àuthe Brîisi1 inotrepulis, Bile wvroîe homo1
a lutter, ttu inecîiiiig batoro sin teoc tu fatal draught, brea.
thiig the saimo clieurfultiess and vivacity as ever.

1Yuur first iinprejssiciîs cf lier," says William Ilowitt, Ivero
-- %Ilbat a liglat, sirnpl, iiierry.lo.kiiig gi. lfjuu liad net been
aware uo' lier being a popular poutuss, 3ou wuuld have suxîpeeted
lier ut beiîig îaothing mure thaxi at aigrecable, bright, aiîd joyeus
youîIg lady. This feeling ini lier ol711 lieuse, or among a fcw
coîigutiti[ peopla, wvas quiekly tolluivd b y a feeling et tua kind.
licartudiiesu and goodness about lier. Vou fclt tliat you could
net bu long ivitli lier witlieut luving lier. There wvas a trank.
riusa ail genurcsity about litr flint won cxtrcmely upon yeu."

ih %vas, Probably, tlîis ligliuîîess and indclpcîxdencu of spii'.î,
winch gave risc te muny c.liuîiiics, whlich wecre totally untrue,
but wlaîcl ofln destroyed lier pLacc ut nJî. It was, doubtless,
unie ut titube caluiiiiiîes wlîiclî spread abroad flic supposition tlîat
lier duatit %vas ititentional. Siu certainly ivas wvaiting (1und it
is the grteatust detect in lier eliaracter), iii thItt hcavetily-inind.
ediiess, raid thiat pit.ty, wihl Mrs. flemaitrs Icartit [rom se many
tessons et suffering.

'Ihe character ut lier îvritings is, ini one respect, strikingly
diffurerat from tlic geaieral ca3t et lier mmnd. A dreary melxii.
cliuly secîns to pervade them ail. Love is flic subject et most
ufthUem, but it is a love, wvliclî alvays ends ini disxippeintiieiît
and wvrutchcdnaess. The ivords ci lier flrst lieroine are cipphîc.
able tu thern ail, and secim sinIgularly clîaracteristic of lier eivn
destiny


