
UPS AND DÔWNS.

bas bad tbe satisfaction of fraining and turning
out some good useful lads, and ive hope it will
lie a long day before slie ceases to lie one of our
constituents.

Speaking of Mrs. Riordan and bier boys, we
must not forget to mention Il Harry" IlJohn
Henry Harris) living with Dr. Thorburn, and
quite an ideal little page boy. We bave neyer
heard anytbing but good of Harry, and we are
proud and delighted af the admirable record lie
bias maintained for the past three years.

*

Many of our boys will remember the little
musical party who came from England in the
autumn of '92 under tbe cbarge of Mr. Wookey,
and travelled for several nîonths in the States
and Canada giving entertainmenfs on bebiaîf of
the "lHomne.' Their tour was brouglif to an
abrupt and tragic close by the terrible at.cident
on the Wabash Raîlway fifty miles east of Chi-
cago, in whicb the train by wvbich tbe party was
travelling wvas wrecked, with tbe result that two

1.oswee kiiieu and severai others more or iess
seriously injured. Little WilIie Evans bad both
legs broken besides being fearfully scalded and
bruised His life xvas af first fotally despaired
of, but lie wonderfully recovered and lie and
aniother member of the party, James Lane,
found a charming Christ ian home witb a faînily
of good position in tHie fown of Canton, Ohio,
We bave just received a short letter froin -Willie
in wbich hie says:

II have Ieft school and arn now working in a first-
clas ring Qtnre. T ex-ect to"'r th"e druggist buzùinetc
and arn getting along very nicely for a start. Mother
and father send their ki ndest regards to you all.'

Here is a Il letter for publication " from
James W. Tbring:-

"I now take the pleasure of writing a few lines in
favor of Ups and Downs. I think ut a lovely pajber, the
best 1 ever read of my own. 1 have been out here about
six years now and Ilike it very weII. There are £wo other
boys from the Home here; one is Thornas Gancon and
the other Richard Mountain. Wie are getting along ail
right and often lacet onle another on the road as we live
close together. We hope to sec this and ail our photos
next month.'

Alfred F. Grundy only came out this year.
Here is xvbat lie lias to say after being two
montbs in the country :

I arn pleased with the situation you have got for
me, for 1 amn sure you could flot have suited me with a
better place. I feel well in health and I arn sure i like
my master very much. 1 get pienty to eat and drink and
have plenîy of time of my own. s0 1 cannot grumble at
any thing. I feel very happy 'vhere I am."

Contentment is the best companion witb
whiclî a lad cati commence bis care?-r i Canada,
or elsevhiere, qo Alfred, who lives at Parkhill,
is in good company and will, we are sure. make
a good reputation for bimself and the Honme lie
came from.

,The littie boy Tommie Law is doing remarkably
welI. H-e hias been advanced thrce times ai scho since
coming to us last fall."

This is the good news we lîear of Charles
Thomas Law, 8, who came to Canada*last Sept.,
and bias since been boarding out at Huntsville,
and we are sure alI our older friends will join
us in saying IlWell done, Tommie"

We bave not referred Yet to the large num-
ber of boys whîo have completed their engage.
ments within the past few weeks. We shaîl
hope to make favorable mention of these next

'~month in connection with the awarding of Dr.
Barnardo's silver medals t0 f hase who bave
earned them by good conduct and faithful ser-
vice.

Although the sad event bappened on the
r4 th of February, the tidings have only lately
reached us of the death of William D. Howve,
aged 23, who was accidentally killed in the
discharge of- bis duties as brakeman on the
main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
William arrivéd from England ini April, i886,
and worked for several years past in the neigh-
bourbood of Pembroke. We had lost sight of
him for two or three years, but we learn that
during that time hie had been working stead-
ily and had been saving money with the object
of going home to pay a visit to his mother in
England. His letters home were always bright
and cheerful, and it bias evidently been a terri-
ble blow to the poor woman to receive the news
of bis being thus suddenly called away. May
God conifort bier in hier bereavement and give
lier a happy meeting with hier boy in the )and
wvhere God shall wîpe away ai tears from their
eyes.

A PLEA FOR INDIVIDUAL EFFORT.

The letter from Alfred I3ristow, on page six,
sbould bave a stimulating effect upon tbose who,
from lapse of memory or other cause, have
bitherto delayed sending their smiall contribu-
tions in support of the work, of the dire need
of wbich Alfred found sucli irrefragibleevidence
during bis recent visit to Englanci

We know how frequently a tendency exists,
in young and old people. to witbbold belp from
a good cause, not from any jack of generosity,
but from a sense of inability to "ldo much."
Tbey imagine that the assistance tbey cati ren-
der, be it financial or otherwise, is so sligbt that
it is not wvortbi proffering. Tbey lose sight of
the fact that only to tue few is given the powver
to do much, individua]îy and at once. To the
miany, to the ail. is given the grand opportunity
of doing each a littie xvhicli, in the aggregate,
shail greatly exceed the niuch of the few. If
the tendency to se utterly disregard the value
of individual efiort wvere universal, the world
wotuldbe at astandstill. We ai ave our duty
to do. and however small and unimportant tbat
duty niay be, or appear to be, let us at least do
it, resting assured that. as it was given us to do, it
was essential to the completion of some wisely
ordained plan.

The followîng instance affords a striking il-
lustration of the potentiality of individual effort:
Before the negro slaves in the West Indies
wvere emiancipated, a regiment of British
soldiers were stationed near one of the planta.
tions. A soldier offered to teachi a slave to
read, on condition tbat lie would teacli a second,
and tlîat second a third, and so on. This the
slave faitbfully carried out, thougli severely
flogged by the master of the plantation.
I3eing sent to another plantation, lie repeated
the sarne tbing there, and whien at lengtlî liberty
was proclaimed througbiout the isLand. and the
Bible Society offered a New Testament to
every negro, who could read, the number
tauglbt tbrougb tbis slave's instrumentality was
no less than 6oo.

There is no caîl for any large measure of
seif-denial on the part of our friends who wish
to lielp Dr. Barnardo in bis work; and yet wvho
cani estimate tbe tremendous and far-reaching
results wbicb wotild follow the individual efforts
of 5,ooo young men, eacb contributing bis little
towards the work of lielping those in distress,
of rescuing those wbo are threatened witb worse
than poverty. Try to imagine the amnount of im-
mediate good so mucli individual effort would
accomplisli ; bow many lads and lassies it
would be the means of lielping upward and on-
ward, so that tbey could reach the level at wbicb
you stand to.day.

Go further; and imagine those of whose uplift.
ing you were the cause, in turn contributing

their mîtes for others stili waiting for the helping-
hand ; and try to trace the course of your indi-
vidual efforts tbrough each succeeding party,
thus, first of tbe helped and then of the helpers.

Trace it through each succeeding genera.
tion, and well may we ask: Where does ifend?
Wbat is the final barvest of the tiny seed yon,
have sown ? At least we know that the bar.
vest will be plentiful if tbe seed be only sown,
and once our bumble.minded friends realize
this, we do not think tbey will withhiold their
help because Il it is s0 small."

Since onr last issue the following donations
bave been received :-Asbmore, Arthur, $i
Boyd, William, $5.69 ; Baalim, Art. G., $i;
Farr, Walter A., $1 ; Jackson, Charles, $i
jebu, Edward C., $2 ; Osborne, Liornel, $5;
Rolfe, ThDmas, $3 ; Truscott, Wm , 75cts;
Tbring, jas. Wm., $i ;Taylor, Fred. F. $i.

OUR LITERARY AND MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT SOvCIETîY.

N ANIMITY is again the cbaracterjstic
ririSpring, and Spring only, would appcar

>~ to be tbe season the contemplation of
IC~ wbicb, wvhetber from afar or from near

at band, cani fill the hearts and nîinds of our
friends with enthusiasm. And of entbusiasm
there is no end in the papers wve have received,
and the samie, il wvill be noticed, is tbe case in
the contributions published in "lOur Girls." in
the" I heady- Writers' Ring."

One feature of Spring, of wbîchi more than
one bias spoken, is that fthc demands of daily
duty, whicb increase very large!y at tbis season
of tbe year, wvill prevent so much time being
given to reading, writing, and other pursuifs te
whicli many of our frîends wisely devote a por-
tion of tlîeir leisure. This may redtîce the num-
ber of contributors to this work; wve shalh, of
coursc, bc sorry if it docs, but the employer and
tbe work you bave engaged to do have the first
cali upon your time and energies, and we should
feel that we bad made a sad mnistake il anything
in UPs AND DowNS tended to lessen a lad's in-
terest in bis immnediate surroundings and made
hini less desirous of attaining the highiest degree
of proficiency in bis vocation, be thaf whiat if
niay.

On the other hand; the "lspare moments,"
even during Spring and Summer, aggregate
nîany bours in a month, and as UPS AND DOWNS
only appears once in that lengtbi of time, we
tbink that those whose wisb, cani continue as
active workers in our Mutual Inîprovement
Societv.

Last month ive alluded to the Penny Volume
Series of Poetry and Prose published in Lon-
don, England, by Mr. W. T. Stead, and our
desire to bring tbese excellent works wîthin
reachi of those of our friends who would like to
avail tlîemselves of an opportunity of procuring
a supply of good literature at a cost that is ridi.
culously out of proportion f0 the value received.

We are still unable to say exact ly what the
penny volumes would cost laid down bere.
Carniage and duty have to be reckoned wif b,
but we believe we cani promise that the cost
shal nlot exceed 25c for six books. If we find,
later on, that tbey do not cost se mucb we will,
of course, give our friends the benefit of our
over-estimate; in the meantime, we will under-
take t0 purchase for our friends at this rate
(25c per half.dozen> any of the works in tbe
following list. We do not undertake t0 provide
a single hook at this rate, as the postage on one
volume would be mucli more, proportionately,
than on s.x, but for any number over six tbe
saine rate will prevail.

Those of our friends 'vho wisbi to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity-and we very earn-
estly commend if f0 the consîderatiofi of al-


