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advanco or propulsion of the hardened feces is checked 'at the
niuco-cutaneous junction by the thickened skin, wud the fissure
is always in an irritated and iii an intlamed condition. This
inflammation causes edema of the skin at the muco-enta1eolus
luliction, and an inflanied, ptiffy, edeînatoiis, teut-like skiln tag
is formed (bencath whieh is the fissure) which is knowii as the
îesentinel pile." This "sentinel pile" is also charaeteristie of
the presence of a fissure, although v'ery often when the fissure
has been cured or lias healed spontaneously or withouit (>perative
procedure, this teat-like sentinel pile remains and indicates the
presence of a fissure ut soine previous time.

Thesentinel pile is the cause of many errors in diagnosis.
Very often physicians on seeing thi8 sentinel pile protruding
from. the anal orifice make a snap-shot diagnosis of "piles" or
"'hetnorrhoids," and feel very happy and content uit making so
easy a diagnosis and are so self--at isfied that t.hey do not
attempt any further examination wvhic.h maýy convince thern that
there i8 "more than upon the surface appears," and that this
littie innocent tag of inflamed skin, which is so often ruistaken
for a hexorrhoid, hia8 within its folds the fissure wbich is the
cause of ail the trouble. The patient, an'innorent victitn of
mistaken diagnosis, is put under a general or local atnesthetic,
the sentinel pile is out off, and then the physician is surprised
when the patient complains of feeling worse, beeause now the
patient4 beaides suffering with the pains ai-coinpanying the
m>repaired fasure, also bas a frea l nertion of the £ni whieh
responds as forcibly and am paiufully to the spasin of the
aphictenîc contrations as the origia fissure.

Many esm of fisura sai have no0 sentinel. pile.%, but thies
ame freshly torn auci are mme very shortly, say, vithin a few
houri after the tear. When the fissure is freshly tom1, the
=iUeOus mmbran is of normal color, the edges arm hARYply
deflzed, pliable, mmt swollen, uaually bleeding, and if the bleeci-
iii bua atopped, ia eovered widi Mucous or SerMM; the sphincter
muucle la not entraeted and the skin is not infiaxned

Fissue of the anus ve:ry rarely beal Sponteneousy, becuse
wben nature makes an attempt to hWs the fmsure it is 90 fre6
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