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Original. Communications,

TREATMENT OF ACUTE RHEUMATISM
BY SALICIN.

Unger the care of A. Horsey, M.D., M.R.C.S., Eng.,
County Carlton, Protestant Hospital, Ottawa.

Case I.—Alex. Page, ®t. 21, a farmer, was
mitted, May 30, suffering from acute rheuma-
lism, He first complained of pains in the joints
boyt 23rd May.

. On admission the symptoms of acute rheuma-
Usm were well marked, severe pains in the back
g arms, tongue furred white, temp. 102 ; pulse

2 TEMPERATURE. __PULSE. 98. A hot bath and a

My | ™| % %™ | ™ | purgative, (calomel)
3 103 100 | were  administered.
370135 | 108l 96 100 Salicin in powder was

w1 03 | 70z || w6 | we | Ordered every 3 hours
2 e % | | in five-grain doses.
Y T v znd day, bowels open;
o055 00 pain continues in the
8| w35 |wosll e back and arms.
s w| || s0| | 3rd Pain relieved
| e | 10| 60| s&4|in back, tongue less
81 9825 50 furred. 4th. Perspired

;i“'ing the night, pain in the right arm and left
%, tongue pretty clean. sth. Pain is easier,.
eps well. 6th. Restless night, pain in the left
le. 7th. Pain in the leg and arm much less,
Mgue clean. 8th. Appetite good, no pain in the
Ioints, and not stiff gth. A little pain in the
ht arm and slight headache. 1oth. Continued

. lprove and considered convalescent. Put on
8 clothes and was able to walk around the ward.
in discontinued. In all 3iv. were taken.

I’aﬁent discharged in a few days having no re-
e, ‘

Case  II.—Michael McDonald, =t. 28, by

occupation & labourer, was admitted to the hos-
pital, June sth, suffering from rheumatic fever. He
was troubled with swollen and painful ankles, feet
and wrists for about three weeks before being ad-
mitted.

On admission the symptoms of acute rheumatism
were well marked ; temp. 103° pulse 105, with
pain in left side, wrists and knees ; joints much
swollen ; tongue furred white. He was ordered
ten grain doses of salicin every three hours, but
they were carelessly omitted at night.

Temp.| Temp. [Pulse.|Pulse.
1876 M. E. M. E.

6th. Perspired dur-
ing the night, pain in
the arms and legs ;

joints very  stiff,
7 102 102 100 94 .
———{~———|——_—|-— tongue thickly coat-

June 5 103 105
6| 103

102 2-5 | 104 | 100

Sl ez %0} 8 ed, bowels open. 7th.
PN 10| b 8| T Complained of head-
il I L L ache, appetite not
good. 8th. Had a good night, appetite im-

proving, bowels open, tongue cleaner. Pain in
right arm and shoulder. oth. Slept well, left
wrist a hittle swollen, perfectly free from pain, but
joints a little stiff. ~ Salicin discontinued. 1oth.
Convalescence good, continued to improve, and .
was discharged on the 1gth.

Cask I11.—Alfred Wood, latourer, ®t. 27 years,
was, as he thought, owing to an overstraining of
the tendons about the hip-joint, obliged to take
Ao his bed on the 31st May; at the same time
complaining that he had taken cold, the hip at
this time being swollen and painful.

On the 2nd June he was admitted to the hos-
pital, the hip being somewhat swollen and painful,
but not discoloured. The knee was similarly .
though to a less degrge affected ; the pains were
fugitive, pulse 8o, temp. 92, urine slightly deficient
and acid, bowels constipated, tongue furred white ;
as the symptoms, though those of rheumatic fever,
were slight, he was unprescribed for, excepting a
black draught and stimulating liniment for the hip.

His symptoms next day, June 3rd, became
exaggerated at 2 p.m. Pulse 84, temp. 99, bowels
open, prescribed 1o grain doses of salicin every
three hours daily. June sth, pulse 84 ; temp. 101°;
although temp. is higher, the pain in hip and knee
is lessened. June 6th, pulse 8o, temp. 95°, salicin
continued though pain and swelling are completely

subsided, tongue cleaning,. appetite improving.



