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it is conveyed from the rat to the rat flea and by the latter to man. The
bacillus mnay live in the stomiach of the flea for several weeks.

The South African Medical Congress, which was held recently i
Capetown, was a decided success. There was a large attendance, and
excellent papers were read. The Highland Regiment was guard of
honouir, and His Excellency Lord and Lady Gladstone graced the
gathering.

Professor Kari Pearson bas made out a very strong case in favor of
the position hie bas taken that the abuse of alcohol tends to produce
nmarked degeneration in the next generation. In the Paris Congress of
Medicine, it ,vas shown that alcoholie heredity played a very imlportant
part in1 tht caulsation of tuiberculosis.

Dr. Sinclair, Inispector of Asyluins for New South Wales, reports
that the asylumns are hecomling steadily more and more crowded. There
is a real increasec in the nuimbers of the insane. H1e thinks somnetbing
shouild be donc to treat many of the insane in tht early stage of the
disease, and i niany cases effect a cure.

The falling birth-rate is ever before students of the population of the
leading couintries. Lt is noted that the better classes in tbe United States
have few ebjîdren, while the lower classes have many. There is, on the
whole, bowever, a falling. This is beginning also to occur in Gerniany.
As wealth increases. the size of tht famuly decreases.

Dr. Beverly Robinson, of NZew York, attributes dilatation of the
beart to nervous states and irregular modes of Mie. Lt may also be
cauised by chronic enidocarditis, renal disease, arteriosclerosis, heavy
strain, late syphilis, alcoholism, leulkiemia, chiorosis, goitre, angina
pectoris, ernphysema, and strong emotional disturbances.

Syphilis and gonorrboea are becoinng so prevalent in the United
States that the public in many places are formning societies for the suip-
pression of these diseaqes by spreading uisefuil informnation regarding
them. Much attention is directed to the false views of niode.sty that
have dlone "O nilch in the past to favor their spread. The California State
Board of H-ealtb bas placed theqe two diseases on reportable liess.

Dr. Ledinghamn, in bis rep)ort to the Local Covernment Board of
Britain deais fufly with typboid fever carriers. Hte states that these
carriers may retain thue infection by a long period, and are very danger-
ous if tbev act in the capacity of cooks; or when tbey are engaztd about
dainie,. The btst svstem of disinfectinn sbold be resorted ta, No
treifTnent iapnearq of tmuch vallue i weediney them of tht ifection.

The Medical Press and Circular of qtb November, takes strong
gr-miil (m the mirii-c n thnre wbo are to votnniL. or are known to
be de-e-erntts. Tt cntends thit ine shnill1 be erfanted the rimit t<>
marrv under 2r, and thit ail shnuld fuirnish a certificate of he-aili


