
ORIGINAL COKMUNICATIONS.

vas pursued. Effervescing sodaic draughts, with small doses of anti-
monial wine, were exbi-bited from timne lo tine, and appeared decidpdly
beneficial by promotini the restoration of secretion, and thus aid-
ing in the depuration of the blood of the deadly narcotic'which was cir-
culating with its living elements. At first the mucous memb.rane of the
tongue and mouth generally, as well as the skin, was dry ; but bIith
moistened as recovery progressed. The urinary duid was also rather
defici nt. Another advantage which the medivinal combination, above
mentioned, seemed to afford, was in kecping under a salutary level a
teidenty to inordinate vascular excitenent of the arterial system gene-
rally, which was shewn not so much in the entailmLnt of increased fre-
quency in the rate of its *-irculation, as in the super-addition of an ang-
mentd degree of relative power; but of this I sh:.li speak again.
The ouly other remedial expedient had recourse to was the application
of a sinapism to the nueba, and its subsequent repetition. No true
antidote has yet been discovered for cannabii, and, admitting the pos-
sews;on of such an agent, its use was precluded in the present, and I
believe would also be in the majority of car0s, in consequence of the long
time that passes away before the letheon bringî out its efforts; for what-
ever may be the utility of an antidote when opposed to its bane in the
gastric cavity, it becomes powerless once absorption has been effected,
and even though it might be supposed capable of overtaukig tle ,oison,
while in transit through the systemi, its virtues would be renlered
nugatory by the controlling influence of vital functions, which are di-
rectly averse te ali chemin.:al combinations or decompositions ensuing
within the vcssel-, during life, hetween inorganic substance, introduc.ed
from without, that are not amenable to asinilation. Nevertheless the
contrary has been vainly supposed by sone writers.

Few facts are more remarkable than the aston:sbing influence which

apparen·ly indifferent substances, in trifling qnuantities, are capable of ex-
ercising over the intellect and feelings of man: like the creature of a
passing fancy, his happinems may owe its existence to the mont improla.
ble sources. " It may be purchased for a penny and c-arried in the waist-
coat pocket." The wretch, whoe hopeless life is a burden, may procure
from his deceptive stimulus, a joy that the dul realitics of existen*e
never could bave afforded. Nor is the example of this kin<d of susten-
ence confined to afew,-the outests of despair,-as It might be suppoise.
India, hemp forms but one of the five great narcoties which have bW-
come articles of national consumption, and it is far frum being the moet
extenaively uset, yet on it alone depend between two and three huudred
millions of human beinga for their pleasure. The condition of mind it


