
CORONER'S COURT-DR. JOUNSTON.

Anything pointing to a criminal homicide, after which the
body might have been thrown into the water, has to be borne
in mind. This was not indicated in any of my cases.

The absence of any marks of violence or evidence of other
modes of death affords, to a certain extent, grounds for suppos-
ing that death must have been due to drowning, even when the
signs of drowning have disappeared, but statements on this
head have to be made with extreme caution, as the possibility
of poisoning must be borne in nd...

The question of whether wouilds Íhave been made before or
after death must also be deait with 'i a guarded manner, as
on the one hand the blood pigments tend to diffuse themselves
in a remarkable degree in immersed bodies, and on the other
hand an actual blood.clot may be washed away, or decolorized,
or even dissolved. Definite ecchymosis of clotted blood about
an injury, however, indicates a lesion produced before death.

I venture to offer the present small material for considera-
tion, more from a desire to offer proof of having been "faithful
over a few things " than in the hope that the cases quoted are
specially interesting to others. The following are the details
of the cases:

C AsE 4 7.-Blow on nead and Drowning.-Autopsy.-.
J. B. 0., aged 45, labourer, while working upon a dredge, was
struck upon the head by the iron scoop and knocked into the
water. The body was recovered two weeks later, and an
autopsy ordered.

Autopsy performed Junie 3, 1893, 21 iouîrs after renoval from water.
Clot-hing not tornl or disarran.d. Hend and nieck greatiy swollenî, and
falire si nearly obliterated. Oenitals empysematons. la rf sculp
avl ,uouisfaches readily scra.pei of. Skin ofi pulms anîd sole n,'rhite
(fad wriakled. Over triunk numcrons large bIebs beneath epiclerimis
filled with greenish fluici. On lower limbus similar vesieles countaining
clear ihuid. Rigor imortis present. Strong odur of putrfction.

A sicalp woud, with ragged,I laerated edges. extends fron two
mehis above tie left external angle of the orbit nearil- to the vertex.
The perieraniun is torn, and the bone exposed.

A linear fracture, three inches in leinîgth, extends upn ard.s froin the
left frontal eminence.

On reflecting the scalp, the occipitali region is seen ii Ie iiilt;rated
wit I a bloody, serous Iluid extendig dnwaris n t lie cellular tis-
sue of t-he upper part of tie neck., and eol/lel bàlood is foudi firce iii


