
ONTARIO MEDICAL TOURNAL.

right thing. We say this without the slightest

partisan prejudice. The late Provincial Health
Officer is not a politician, and the services he
rendered British Columbia should have secured
hini from the attacks that vere made upon hin.
His appointient was non-political, for nc under
stand that lie was selectcd at a mecting of medical
imen, held at Victoria the night before the order
in-council was issued by the Government, putting
Victoria and the province generally under the
operation of a common health act. For eighteen
months'services lie received some $5,ooo, and when

-one considers the work donc, the anount was not
large. During Jie fifty-one days of tI epidniu
in Victoria and Vancomer, lie merci) reccised
$2o per da), and the amount of hard work he did
for this, parti( ularly in the _apital, w as something
very great. The leader of the Opposition, the
Hon. Mr. B3eauen, was mavor of Victoria at the
time, and w hethier through bis carclessness or
indifference, or both, thcre is no duubt that small
pox was rampant im that city and nothing was
being donc to preeit its progrcss. If the Gov
ernment took the wontrol out. of his hands, it was
only at the last nionient n hen things lookd des

perate, that it had to resort to this drastic measure
to save the cit) and the pro itce. The iiedical
superintendence of the affair was put into the
hands of Di. Jolin I)avic, ait the suggestion, as nc

have already stated, of a nunmbcr of iedail mnci
in meeting assembled, and lie did the work
assigned to him so successfully that he converted
eneîies of thu Government into friends. But sc
far as he hiniself vas concerned, he was merely an
officiai, and the fact of bis being a brother of the
Premier should not have entered into the question
at ail. Did he do his work well? should havc
been the question ; and as to that, friends and
foes alike must admitl he did. -on. Mr. Beauen
should have been silent on the subject, for surely
bis administration of affairs dues not rcflcct any
credit upon hini. It is to be regretted b) all
respectable nien of evcr) party that all questionis,
no niatter how far removed they arc froni the
miere angry discussion of heated partisans, are
ne'ertheless dragged in by dcsigning persons
who thiuk thy) can make capital out of theim,
thougli at gîcat cost to the interests of right and

justice.

THE THYROID G,AND

We baxe been fa oured during the lpast month b,
Dr. Osler, the emiineit Professor of Medicine in
the Jolns Iopkiins Uiiixersit.y), Baltimore, with a
couple of pailiphlets, of n b lie is the author,
0ne treating " On Sporadit Cretiiismî in Anierica "

and the other on " Tuberculous Periconditis."
We wisl to rcturnî thanks to our old teacher fo.
his kind renembrance of us, and vill make t.hi
occasion of the ieception of the pamplilet oî1
sporadic cretinism an excuse for saying a few

wotirds on a subjeut which is oucupying a good
deal of attention at the present tinme in the imedi-
cal world, vi/.. the ILuiction of ti thy roid gland.
At the iast meeting of thue iritislh Medi l As-o i

ation In Septenblier, 1893, a disussion was iitro-

duced b\ Mr. Victor-Horsky, in the pathologuial
section, as to the prelimiiiialy tueatmnîent to le
carried out before graftiîîg tiis body w here its
remova1 had bet n found nîecuessary in cases î

disease. Dr. Ottu Laiz, of Berne, followed wi:h
sonie remarks on the nature of the nmuscular miu e-
nents in cahexia thyreopriva in dogs. In a
series of fiNc dogs, in which the mîotor region in
one of the henspheres was removcd citler befure
or after the excision of the thyroid, it was fouid
that the usular tn itchings, whîicli were ioticed
im animals pîreiousl operated on withuit the

detruction of the iotor ar<a, nere increased in

these particular (îses on the paJral zd side. "A

very remarkable phenomenon," says Dr. Lanz,
was that aftur complete recovery fromt the extir-

pation of tice motor region, so that no trace of

paralysis remained, the paralysis reappeared the
saine day that the thyvroid gland was remioî ed, and
remained in the two dogs until their death fromt
cachexia. This observation was a further proof of
the great importance of the thyroid gland."

Tliough tie function of the thyroid gland is not
yet cleared up, )t it has becn long suspected of

playmiig a .cry proininent part in the nutrition of
the tissues of the body. W. B. Carpenter, in an old
edition of lis -Principles of Physiology," stated
that '" the vascular supply of the thyroid body is,
cxtrenlÌ abundant," and went Un to show that
whatever the niaterial is w hici is claborated by it,
it nust be of great importance in the economy,
inasmucli as it is directly absorbed into the blood,
in consequence of the thyroid laving no duct for
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