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the latter is clearly proven ta, be the clieapest, on
account of its Éreater durabitity, while doing its
work almost as well, and being much more con-
venient for use.

The principal objections ta the aid glue and
malasses ratier are, that it hardens or softens.toa
easily, ferments on the stock, soon loses suction,
and the uncertainty in always getting the materi-
ais in a unifarni condition of which ta make
theni. Tlie basis, glue, is manufactured sa vani-
ousty i form and properties as ta tax severely
the best judgrnent of the mast experieuced, and
syrups and molasses are equally without a stand-
ard in their manufacture as ta, quality and weiglit.
The différence ini glue renders it impassible ta
judge accuratety of its capacity for absorption in
the water-bath, and the différence in the weîght
o! syrups makes it equalty difficuit ta judge a!
thie necessary proportions. Consequentt), wlien
a ratier is made undêr such varying circum-
stances, an, uncertain restaît miust follow.

In view of the above facts, and after a very
varied experience extendiug aver a- tenu of at
teast twenty years, we are forced ta the conclu-
sion that the best iuterests a! city as well as
cauntry printers demand that they should select
a ready-inade composition that is reliable and
suited ta their work. They will find that econ-
amy and couvenience will be the resuil.

It is clairned. for some compositions that they
wili re-cast perpetually under ait circunistances
-but this cannat ibe supported by fact. Mie
ecauam-y af te-casting otd ratiers would prove
no srnall item, but too rnuch must flot be ex-
pected in this particular. If a roller has been
in use a long trne, the effect is ta, nake it tougli,
and, as it were, change the elastic nature of its
components. XVith our knowledge o! the in-
gredieuts compasing ail the principal composi-
tions now iu use on this continent, wve affirni
that after a few mouths' useou a cytinder press,
but very few first-class working rallers can be
re-cast with advantage. The pracess for re-
casting is very much the same for ail composi-
tions, and with a slight variation in the details,
made understandingly, aud flot meclianicatly,
sorne of theni cmn be re-cast once, or, perliaps,
twice with advantage. 0f course, a great deal
depends upon the treatmeut they receive while
in use.

Whlen the ratIer is new, it shoutd be washed
oniy in ail. If washed iu water, the water wil
be absorbed and. the surface will be destrayed.

If cil is used for cleaning, the surface will le
preserved and evaporation checked.' When the
roller lias acquired mare firinness of surface,
then turpentine rnay bc used for cleaning. A
ratier should neyer be washed -in water, lye or
benzine, until the surface bas acquired a reason.
able dcgree of hardness. Oit and turpentine
should be used as long as they will answer as
cleansers. When turpentine is used, it is abso-
lutely rtecessary that it should be wîped off
quîckly or the rouler put in ta work imniediatey,
More rollersj art ç.poiled b>' iPjudieious washing
thaii b>' wear. 'The palm of the hand should be
used in washing at ait times, more especiatly as
long as they corne under the denomination of
",fresb," instead of the prevailing practiceo!
using a sponge, or even a brush, as some have
been known, to do, in order to save the hands.
This process, we admit is flot the xnost agree.
able to, pressmen or feeders, but "11business is
business," and às the protection and preserva.
tion of the roller is of the first importance, the
dirtying pf the bands must be a secondary con.
sideration. A little soap and water soon re.
moves it, and the skin olf the hands is preserved
as wetl as tlie skin of the roller. WVhen rollers
corne under the defiuition of "liard," many
good aud experienced pressmen wash in lye ta
advantage, talcing care ta, wind up copiously
with water.

Ail printers agree .that the- condition of the
rollers must be "1just sol' to, produce good.
printing; but in what this '<1just so" consists
lies the difficulty. If too fresh, the returs of the
ratier is apt to partially take off the ink, from
the edges of the form, and make irregular depo.
sîts, th.ougli freshness is necessary for charging
and covering the entire surface, particularly if
tlie type is a little worn. If to irn, the depo
sit of ink is neyer s0 clear or clean, and thougb
the edges of the form, do not suifer as with the
fresh rollers, yet the resuit is far ftom satisfa-
tory. If-the ',happy mnedium " is attained, tfr
general result, though better, is still unsatisfac-
tory;. for it tacks thi, necessary qualifications Of
the fresh and the -bard rolters. What, ther, i
ta be donc, if neither Lbe hard, the soft, nor àe
medium roller 'will answer? 'Wly, simply O«X

aneci o!acli-the muedium roller in front,
soft anc in the middle, and the bard in the ra
Long experience and observation points to
rnethod- as the anc that wilI give the moi5t
mne satisfaction.
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