
THE JOURNAL 0F EDUCATION [A' 84

itemest wvith which they liave been received. We are not
surpî'ised at this, for te tlieme is of supreme impor'tance,'and even those w'lio have passed the fim'st stages duringy
whiclt such advice is înost useful, mus t give their atten-
lion whule the w.ay whicli is Llioughit best, is pointed ouL
ho tiiose- wxho are pressing in tlîcir footsteps. Tlie fim'sL
statesmien of the da7 have flot disdaincd Llie tiieme. Mir.
I)isî'aehi at Glasgowv and Lord Derby at Liverpool have
<riven Lo Britishi youth their matui'ed thouglîts upon iL
aild liardly any one is s0 loxv as to, thiink lie cannot add
a little [Qto*LIc comgmon. fund of linowNledg6. *Notwitli-
standing tIc multitude of counseilors, hîowevei', iL is
possible [liat, we have not found ont much that ivas not
kn.w'n at some limie [o our' ancestors, t.loughLi e p'e.
cepts rnay liave been forgotten or untoticed. We caituot
dispute the noble examples of individual culture w'hich,
abouîîded even in Lhe î'emotcst tiries, but one Lhing wve
iay dlaimu that a greater niumbex' of persons are in oui'
Liiie a îorded te opportunity of drinfking at te divine
fotintain of knowledge. We are flot disposed to value titis
pirivilege liglitly, for te success of educational- woi k
inust be juild-cd flot by isoiated exaînples of hig-i cultur'e,
but, b' [lhe diff'usion of knowvledge aioin thie multitude.
LeL Lie hives of te masses be lifted above the slowv,
ti asoning existence of nndeveloped intelligence, and a
great step lias been Laken I)eyond whl ancien t tintes ('an
show lis.

Those of us wlio liste tLo, or' read addresses uipon
university education and mental culturîe, ilav imiagine
tliat Liere is considerable diveî'sity of opiitioui among
ihtose eîîgaged in the w'orh. It is truc thlat theî'e a'e
difeérences of opinion, and IL w'ould be a great mistakie to
suppose LIat wîe have yet discovered an absolu Lely perfect
systern of education. But educationists are at least
pu'etty well agreed in LIe rejection of certain iîîjudicious
systems which had tlîii' days. Thiere is no.longer ani'
Ilesitation foi' instance, in disappi'oving te cxclusively
classical. curr'iculum. Nor' ar'e lieî'e many intelligent
admirers at te present day of thtaï; devoLion to Lite muid-
iiiglit, oul w'ýhicit Look not imîto accomint tuie plitsical w~el
heing of le.studeiit. It may be lioped titat 'amidst al
tIlle impressive warnings respccting te importance of
physical healti, warnings whlich were rcceittty î'eitcî'ated
iuy Lord Derby, thiere will be feweî' victims to Lite î'egirniû
lantiented by Horace Manin, wh'o said Limai iin cohhege hie
Nv'as taughit ail about Lite motions of te planets as care-
l'ulIy as thougi thtey w'ould have beeii * in danîger of
greLting off te track if lie had flot. liîmown tlîii' orbits
buit about his. owît organization, and te conditions
indispensable to te healLliy fuîtictions of luis ow'n body,
lie ivaslbUt in profound ignorance. Tiiere liave been
pedagognes îvlio considered ail tinte w'asted N,%'Iien the
juiinted page ivas not bafore thieim' pupils' eyes, I)i we
trust thiit day is past, and w'iile te subjects of stîtdy
are more tiinerous titan oui' fatiie's, eveî' dî'eamed of, il
Nvilh îot be forgotten thiat iL is esseittial to sîtccess it life
tliat Lie iiind shîould hîavc a suitable temple in w~hicIî te
reign, .and thiat mere book loî'e %'it.hil, bodily encrgy is
or littie profit Lo 'iLs possessor.

One ting wlîich is apt to bewildei' the student, of Lite
piesent day is te great variety of thie sutbjects w'iiich by
ilis varions ii)strutidors are pî'essed tipoît lus attention a5
ot'equal. impor'tance, amni cacit of vhîicil sents to ltim te
dlemnaîid a lifetime for its mastei'y. IL is undoubtedlv
becoming mlore and more impor'tant l'or those wivio ai
1.0 excet it. any pursuit to fix eam'iy [heu' choice ; aftet
tiiey have donc so firrnly and iri'evocabIy, titere is nol
iiiuci danger oU titeir extending tei' "studios too far-
But if Lite student ivanders listlesslv, tindecided
and liîsitating as Lo lus futur'e, tiîe'e* is ,da-eî' Litai
i lie kieil inioi' anîd in teliectuîal fu'esluiness of ou Lt]

may growv duil befor, tlie Lime arrives wlien the
actual preparation fu. life's work is entered ulpon.
ILe mieux est l'ennemi du bien," says the Frencli

proverb. Ily seeking uneasily and aîixiously after vliat
shahl approve itseif to, lis j udgment as absolu Lely the best.
work for imii, te student wiU..often be put to serions
disadvantage in the baiLle of life. -The man wlio sur-
ceeds above bis fellow-s," said the late Lord Lytton, -*' is
the one wh'lo early in life clearly discerns bis o1).ject,
and towards. thatobject liabitually directs bis pow'ers."

At Lite same time weare far from urgingy our voun-g
friends [o makie preeminence in some particular pursuit
the engrossing care of liiei' lire. Sorte one lias lamiented
thiat. s0 many e'xcelent men in tlhe United States have
been spoiled by thc lhope of one day filling the Presidential
Chair. So, too, we ]lave no doubt tliat men capable of'
doing vcry useful work liave been led to wvaste their hives
by the hiope of liianding down a iimme to posterity. IL
miusi l)e admitLed that specialists are not alivays the nîiost
comîplete of mortals. Few of théim approach closely to
the 'l superior man " of Confucian philosopliy, wlio

whlile there is any tlîing lie hias not stîîdied, or' whiile
in. w'liat lie lias studied tlheîe is auy thing lie caîînot
understand, wvill flot intermit his labour ; while thiere is
any thing hie lias flot, inquired about wvhich lie does noL
know lie Nî-ill not intermit lis labour." And stili less does
rcstless toiling after distinction dire in with te idea, or
Willîelmi von Ilnmiiboldt, whom Matthiew Arnold calis

one of Lhe inost beautifuil and perfect souls that, hiave
evýer existed," and wlio used to say that one's business

in life wvas, fi rsL, to perfect oîîeself by ail thie means iii
one's power ; and, secon dly, to try and create in the Nvorld
around one an aristocracy. flie iînost nuimerous tliat one'
possibly could, of talent andi character. Thiose whlo lîold
these views wvould fain sec the process of culture, .mental,
moral and physical, carried very far before Lhe student's
mind is suffiéred to be en-grossed with a speeialty, tliongli
the meed of lionours and wealth 1be1 less ; and wvliile iL is
generally desirable to defer the tinie. wien.thLe pi'ofes-
sional work of lire should break -in tupon Lie wvork of'
general culture, so it is certain thiat il shîoîld nvi
super.sede it.-Gazeflc.,

Mlontreal Ladies' Edsmeaional Assoeiation.

The annîîal meeting of this Associajion Nv'as lield o01i
the 7th inst., in Lhe Synod Hall, Principar Dawvson, LI.
D.) F. G. S., in tlie chair. Thie Very hieverend IDean Bond,
Mir. Justice Sanborni, Rev. Canon Baldwin, Rev. P~rofessoe
Campbell, Prof. J. Clark Murr'ay, Il(,%. Dr. Cordner, Prof.

*Johnson anîd Mi'. Lun .occu pied scats on ithe platforrni.
Dean Bond liaving opencd te meeting. îvith. prayer,

*tic Chaiî'man read a letter of apohogy froin5Judge Dunkiin,
w'lo wvas prcvented by illniess from being present. The
minutes of die lasL annual meeting, May 187d3, w'ere tlic,'
l'ead.

Tlic Report for tié, year 1873-74 was uiext read. The
following are the chief points of intei'est con tained in it:
-The past yeam' was prosperous, spite of several disad'

vantages. Iii December last, Mrs. Molson, Lo Llie gî'eai
'egi'et of the Association, tendem'ed lier' 'esignatiou of lie

Presidency, and Mi's. John Hlenr'y Moison ivas elected LO
succeed lier. Tlie Secî'etary, Miss Lunli, also x'esiguned
previous to, leaving foi' ýum-'pe, but thé resignation 'a
flot accepted, anîd a pr'o tem. .Secî'etary ivas appointed'

*The cour'se ol'study, under the auspices of thie Associatioli,
ivas opened by a series of"I Lectures on English History,
by [Professor Goldwin Smith, %,%rlose r'eport states tiltt
Ithe i'esults of [lie examixiation ar'e flot less satisfaicto]*Y

than t.hîev were hast y'ear. On tic' w'lîole, 1 sliould sas,ý
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