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having nothing, aund yet posqessing ail tliin;,s." Ierelf tho victim of
universal seltislhness. she yet ieft on every shore ;lîich she visited ever-
lasting monuments tliat ,41e luad been thiere in the hosriiîals and edifices of
charity, %%hieli lifted up thcir Iwuils, anîd in the~ ciîoiliùit iîifluenco b%%hich
mtole ovcr tlîe hcart of soriety.

We are warrantcd in afiirniirig, then, that, ns far as the temporal wel-
lire of man is concerncd, the history of the past demonstrates thut even
i.ho wor,.t form, of Cliristianity is preferable to the very best form wvhiclh
hoathenismi ever kineiv. Who lias not heuard, for instance, of the atroci-
ties which nmen called Christians. comrnitted in lier abused narre in South
America ? Yet even there, though hier I)retended priesîhood was an army.
and thougli they hiewcd their path with the sivord, hier humanizing influ-
ence %vas quicly fut. No longer are ivives buricd witlh their deceaeed
lîusbands in O3ongo ; nor doi the Aborigines of Florida qucnch the sup-
posed thir,,t of tlieir idol %vilh Immun blooti. At Metumbýa they no longer
put the sick te death, nor sucriice hiura çictims ut funerals in Angola.
No longrer do the inhabitants of Newv Spain offer the heurts of mnen in
sacrifice, nor drown their children in a lak-e to keep company with the
idol supposed to reside %within it.

But wvhy do we speak of other lands ? J3ritiin itseif cires everytbing,
under God, to the influence of the Gospel. The cruelties of Rome did
flot humanize, nor the norîlîern superstitions enligh;ùn uq. The Mission-
ary who first trode or shores found himself standing in the very temple
of Druidisin. Aad ivhierever hie turncd ho hieard tho, dia of its noisy fes-
tivals, saw the obscenity of ils lascivious rite-s, and beheld ius animal and
humari victims. But Christianity had marl-ed the island, for ils own.
And although ils lofty purrioses are yet far front being %voried out on us.
frofn that eventful moment to the present, the various parts of .lhe social
systein have been risingv togretlier. Evea whea most at rest, lis ir,flueace
lias been silently penetrating the depths of society. When most enfee-
bled and corrupted utsel, its authority lias been checkIng the progress o!
social corruption, renderingr lan more protective, and powver more right-
eous. lVhen inost diesguiscd and repressed, ils wisdom lias been modify-
ingr our phibasophy. and teuchingr a lotiier systemi of ils oivn. A Hoivard,
soundingr and circumanavigating the ocean of huzuan misery, is only an
obedient, ugcr't of it philanthrophy. A Clarkson and a Wilberforce buve
only given utterance to ils tender and righîieous appeals for the slave. A
IRaikcý9» a Bell, and a Lancaster, hare ximply remembered ils long nçg-
lected injunction, - Sufer litile children to corne to me." While ail ils
Sabbaths,,, Bibles, and direct evangrelical ministration-s, are only the appro..
priate instrumentality by which itlibas ever been seekingr to becomne the
power of OCid to out suîvntion. and preparing us fer tho office to wvhich
pro-.hdne, is unvr distinct]y calling uis, to bo the Christian ministers and
p-,issienaries of minkind.

ýCrnijjol-«I R-néfils.


