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who now anriounces from the platforni
at Commencement exercises that a
prize in classics is the liighest possible
honour the college can bestoiw, sug-e
gTests grave doubts of bis infallibility.
And the student wvho lias burned his
iiduighit oit over other subjects, mnay
occasionally fait to, uiideritand a
classical allusion without ruining bis
repu tation as a scholar. It is possible
for a young mii, even nowv, to go to
a university and learn littie more than
what: was tau-lit a liundred years ago;
but lie cornes out to discover that bis
knowledge is not rnarketable. Mighit
,ve flot thus explain the fact, that iii
the United States, with its hundreds
of colleges, graduates are founid in
plenty, earning their livelihood lu the
lowvest and humiblest callings? \Vhy
is il that thec degree received in ap-
plause ean often do no more for its
possessor than secure himi the post of
%waiter at a suminer hotel, or enable
hlmii to embark ini business as a pied-
dier? ý\aniy complatin, Jiottliatyounig
mien are over-much educated, but
that so large a portion of the best of
their lives is given up to what bias no
practicat bearing on their future wvork.

Now, we readily admit the claim of
Latin and Greek to a place in educa-
tion as one branci of philological
study, but flot to the exclusion of
other languages; for, as sources of
-positive know'ledge, the modern
tongues aire far richer. Latin and
Greek, wve believe, will neyer be en-
tireIy superseded. Tmue, we do not
go to thenm now for authority: but
there we Iind the beinnsof our
art, our science: our poctry, and our
religion, and if ive would understand
fliese, Nve must know whence they
corne. ]3esides, to the student who
has spent niany years in the study of
classical niodels, le the gain of a taste
cultivated and purified, of thought
nmade more vi.gorou.s, of imiagination
fcrtilized and cloquence displayed
everywh ere.

Vetwhat is their advantage to those

who have flot been privileged to-swell
the Honor Classicat lists at the Uni-
veIrsity ? Outside of the positive in-
forma-ýtion gained, abniiost noue. Usual-
ly they find it much more convenient,
in their classicat reading, to believe
wvhat the transtator tellss îhen, than to
make the investigation themselves.
Thtis ail that discipline of mmnd, that
aid to the formation of a pure and
beautiful style, is tost.

It is rig[I that the theological stu-
dent should be required to know
Latin and Greek, for Christianity bas
a historv, mucli of which is found
in these languagres. Very desirable,
woutd it be did 've ail possess a min-
ute acquaintance wvîth their classics;
but that goal seeins to be daily rnoi,-
in- fairther into the distance, owing
Iargely to, the pressure of other sub-
jects, a knowvledge of wvhich is de-
mianded by the people of to-day, 'vho,
ask us to, keep) pace w'ith the times,
to, 't%,ow the interests of the hour, and
flot to read in one direction whilst
they are reading in another.

We would hiave every preaclier of
tbe Gospel a master of Greek and
Hlebrewv; but in the face of the stub-
born fac thiat ilie proportion of those
,who are is exceeding ly small, we
would ask that attention be directed
to the modern languages, or Zt least
to sonie one of thenm. The dificulty
in acquiring then- is not greart.
'Macaulay miastered Germian while
travelling froîn India to England.
WVe ]lave, of course, fev àlacaulays ;
yet it is ilie testiniony of those best
qualified to give it, that an intelligent
student by fair application, may iii
the leisure hours of tivo years;,, read
and appreciate it. \Vith sucb -.
vebicie of thouglit as the German
language, there is the double advan-
t.Ige, flot gained to the ordinary stu-
dent 1y classical studies, of an insight
into the hîest current discussions of bis
own departnient, and a valuable help,
in enabliniz hlmi to wield wvith poiver
the instrumnent of bis own language.


