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lMr. RICARDO AND TIIE NAVIGATION~ LAWVS.

Ir-. anatiier part ut thas day's impression wa -ive an article [rom
tlic Londona Econoinisl an lte questiun ut rte Natvig-,ation Laws,

sagetdby a motion madie by Mr. Ricardo iii tire ][louse ut
Communis, for a select coinnîteu tu caiquirc iiita tiroir operatioli
anal effects.

Tire article ils well worthy ut perisal, andl ve accordiiigly invite
our reailers' attentioni ta il.

Ivie rejoice t1lit a1 British s5tatesmatn lins alreaty liad tire manli-
ness in corne torward aitd dcnand a thoroutagh examinatioa ut
thiese laws, and wve trust thiat our local pari ainent <if it evermrre1
again, whiich it ils difficult ta docterine at tire prusciat momnent,)
wi-ll sec, tirai Caiiatliii intecss and views ara thorotroliîy ex-
plainean md enfurcea before thînt cuanuniltîe.

A parliamentary comnuittue lias, iii fâci,lung becit a favorite idea
of our own, for thie most wviulesome legislatîiuihas gciierally been
built upoait teresults ofsuch formnaIlirjuiries. Iiideeal on tlîe23rd
January last, wu titre%% oaît a huiit iii tdois juarnal to tlie effeazt thiat
sucli aconnitteo sliould bu appoanted in uur local legiblature to
collect ana(lcircailate athientieinformnation upon tlae sabjeci. WCe
said, "lLot flic latter [tlic local lt-gislature] be compelleil tu takze
thug matter up andi, if necessary, let if appoinît a comitittee tu on-
quire, before making tlic demaiid, wçhetlier Canada lias reason tu
ask- for their modification [il e. of tlie Britisht Navigation Laws,j
under her existiiîg relations %s-ith tlie minolaur country or not. Wo,

oslould like lu sec a com*mitteeof uttIis kiiaut appoiaated, beirig salis-.
lied that, if properly selctied, tlic evidenve wvhicli would bc cul-
lectud by i, wvould satasfy titi- inost sceptical Lulli hure anti in the
inotlier counitry, tliat tireu daims vhiîch %ve atvance respectiaag
these laws are vl foîindod, and tîtat in falet 1 lie prosperity uf
agir agriculture and comnmerce inaihily depends uipou their tan-
inediale tbro-gatioin.)

.Ag«ain, oan tige 3Oîla January, wo indicatcdl tire polley wliel titis
colon), slauuld pursue ini flic folluwing wards : IlTire coloisqt,
liowever, are tire sufferers ; andl if thteir vuice is licard or Jiceded
an tlic British Bouse uf Communs, these [tire nxavigation] lawvs
must speegialy be recoiasadercd, aaîd thocir rt-stricliuits %v.ti'.et or
anotid --or il roîuires alo prupai t tu urteli tliat iadatliiuii and
dis-ust will soctill the colonaial mid from a conviction thiat our
general wvelfaro is disregardcd by tlic anodier country, excopt
wlicro it clearly aatd conclusively coincades %viî tîtat ut lier owvn

tavured classes."
Nosv, the trutli ut the foreg-oirig- remarks is already, ive tlàink,

madeu obvionîs. A cri>is lias arasera in tlou affairs of tlic moîlmer
coaîaaîry rocqaiiriag a modificationt tie Navigaýtion Laws, anldw~ith-
out liesitation. tbey are saislendcd tu nmet the etner--citcy.

But hall Canadian întcrests any vegi n bran-ang abont titis
detcrmiaiui ?-werc tht-y, in tilet, alluded tu Îirecýtly or àila-
dlirocly,--or diii ministers think for a siigle instant ut tie laîeresus
ut Caniadla wvhei thiey propusa ai suspe nsion ot tires(- 1.i%,s till tire
Ist Selptember next? To altlaoe questions we answer decidedly
and iapircl-ia! iadiait ianterc sts cunsîaltcl ! Absurd

-tuy niever hiave tieen an aîay aîist.iîice, rll Cltii;aditiis thuni-
suives fogrccdl tlîeir waiits anal tlacir riýhls upon tie notice of tire
British Parliament. lit prouf ut titis it ils flot aiccessary Iiat %%-c
shiould tah-e up tlle history- ut Caadaa train file pcriud of?'tire cou-
ajue.t aowniards ; st ,s statraccint iliat w-e refer ta tie caîaauct ut

parlaanattduraîg ts astessun.Wien Sir Robert Pcel broivhit
ait li tiiw Curi L:ttw, cuanmily e.aled hib Ficu Tiado, e~ue
<ilieb sîmiultancotisly briiag in a billl,-as hoe oughit lu have alune
as an ict et' simiple justice 10 tire colonkis,-to 1lhowv ieun tu (Io
away w-intte hInperaal Dalfereiitial Diguies if tîacy saw% fit Ioda su?

iNotaig it oif thed 'flac friti,,Iî 1>"îianiîunt passeil a1 Jaw of
Free Trait(- for ticinselies, Lut thîey left tu colonies stili liaun-
lacreal by imperial restrictions Anda it is probable that werca it
tiot for tire eltonis of thes Frce Tradle Associationi anal rlte Boards of
Trade ut ilantroal -«%tit Toronto, ia hbill woulal t0 titis day have
becin tuseu enable ub tu rebutve urnaflvt3 trom diesu rt-siie-
ironls.

Nor airc we saaagulau in îîsaaa suci strong I.in-ýuige tuwarls tire
uaother Coligiiry. Oar ftulluwv 'Cuulaibis of tlu Wé'et Iitdias8 groom-
li ian :till liarslic. atid mure caniphatite ternis ut liejr iiii.rcrcîîce

tI> cuîaiaial ajitert:sîn, iii a tlucuriiit L&.5 i4 emanakLd train a
boady w!iacla alpeaoca by a i.tnîcty ofus eiJeu tu cxerc-!,o a con-

salirblc ailuciice a0 or pltblic utpuaaiu.i iit Ille rnu.îht r ceiiàr --
w-e aneaii hIl bîaliditag±t cutaiunitteuof utVe5,t Iixh«til plaiters anll
inercliants, uIl report of tu -cia counittoue uf tliicivec have
iiow bLure us. li lias dvutnc.it Lvliicli %ne t4hah1 îeriiaîas gi'.e
a itU in ai future niuinher, -ive.d tuIle ýuhicY of tige mi ',cr

coutry revaewcal. Tie oltintiiil duics, tioc navization laws,
and vitrer restrictions arc altided ta; aud iii a burstI ut indaignanat
reinunstrancc, lituer slio'ing liow alteralions have beca iaaaje
fraui tiane tu time wvaihuut cu:itltiia tite, colonies, tlic- report aalds

-"T''ii, rntlier enaîntry ra,îained thmec rel;lrictinî ripou lis .ns
1lo1g ns it wvas nglv.tutag-eous ta liersuîf to du su willîott any regard
10 aur iiij(res5*.»

Sncli language fron stich a, source ils pregnrant %viri mcaîalnte.
Tt shows that tire colonial naand is now thinking for itself- -
lias disenvereil that tire colonial policy of thoire ireunr
lias lîitlterin beini liased on sorlfishness, liavingý re-ard to iiiipial
iaîteresî;s aloito -thant in tact, ini tire words of thle West laîdia
report, everv change is anad has ever bcen mngie Il without ilnv
regaird ooiita o res Unettee s.îastnes as 2iiýratil3 -

iiiag to us ta sec otir fellowv coloniss in tire WVest Indies, like otar-
sa'lves, pîarsuin-a tha' rnly cour."e of dt'claring tharir ffrievaneg
ana ldeniandin.' froin the millier coualtry a full meaisure of

l'le EiIsîpress' ton, %%,a are hippyý ta porceiive is iaking up
tlle colonial ca1e rire tnearopolitaa journals, alaniost wiîhîn:t
exceplinn, adviiente thni ra'nionval of tir( restrictions wlirhl uir
journal-t. w-as establislied for the purpose of auouc naîd wlncia
%%- hava lost no opportuanîty ai expoqinig iii ail thuir aleformity tu
tire v'iew of tIti3 conimntiiaîy.Bt elaoavsirie10srga
aganisi, N'ichl if is liard te overcomne-ahiat ut* a prejndicred aand
spioiîless Peuple. [s tiacre another voiaanuiiy ni rte face of Ille
earth wlîicli wonld have alluwed flic minister of tire dav ta trifle
wîth its best interests as Mr. D)raper lias trilled witlî ours ? IVould

tlle United Si tcs have tuleratcd suchl a îQtato of ilaanigs wiîhout aL
inturmiir-wvtlîoiti raisin- a voice ut remunsirancc agaiusfsti~cit
suicidai delay ? WVOIld England have tolerated il? Is there a
nation, wve repent, un tire face of thic viat .viril the sliglitest ap-
proacit to reprecîttivc instituitions wliicli 'ould have sullercîl
suclb iiitûlerablo apatlay at tire hands of lis respunsiblu servItnîs i
Wie answer emplîatîcally, iro!

But tu retturti t0 the roforeacue a ave made tu tire metropulitain
journals. IVe fand tire followain-± paragtaph in flic Célniai Gazette
ut tire nd instant ; whichi will show die spirit which pervades the
generaelity uf these jourîtals un tire subjeet of tire laws referred Iu.
"There is a question,"~ says tlîeColontaGazette, '%%vhîch w.il tiot bc
"kezaly préssed thais session, but uver wvhich 'tIle sir.iw is being
" muved '-we meatn rte Navigation Laws. li su far as the
"importation ut articles for fouod ils concerned tiroir operatiuîa as
suspencîcî tu Ille Ist Septeînber ncxt. Tis, hiowever, tlacar

4admirers may flatter tlauînscives, cives ilieîn a bhake; and trou
6intiovationsof WVallaceatid >so~sn have already givea tiren
"a protîy rou.-h une. Mr. Ricardo is ta move for a select coin-
milice on thmn, and, if at be graîited, tliey valrect-ive a stîli

"ruiler sîtake(. A4 s!rong pari y an C'anada have ah-cadil raiscd lhear
"Volces agaaaast lhesc taes, atad if lte Jf'est rindaa (Soloatsjuti an the
"remoa.strance, an extensive mowdification of tllcm, if nul th., entire

Io abrogation, inay bc eounicil on in thec course of nrxl scio.J
Withi sucli encoiira-'eanciit wu conceive tins culuny lias only tu

advance. Let aur legislatitre meet, and actiîîgoaî tlîe sugg-estionis
-,e have rcpeatedly tlaruon ouI, let it addrcss the imnperial au-
tlîurîîaes for a total suspensioiini tfIle Natvîgaîanaîo Laws as respL.cis
ourselves ; and backa'd b)y stacli support, we, cuncecive tlic Free
Trade party iii the British Parliaxtierat would have nu dîiffculty, i
as wvo trust tlley would have no liesitattin, iii carry-itg a bill
thruîgl parliarnerit for iliat purpuse. But wint as dune, nmnst bu
done qoîek-ly, or flic prcsent excellent opportunity may bui lu-t
for ever.

111E 'MONTIIEAT, IIEIIALD.'

WCe read wai pleasure an article t the pages ut the MIonlr4zai
11crald of the 27ti uot., un tire subjccts ot freo navigation (if to
St. Lawreince-the abolition of the laws imposing rte differcaitial
duties-and the repeal or ii'Catiun Of thie llavi=Itîn lau..
WVe tîcca scarccly s'iy tlat wevage gerlcrally boti in the con-

clusions lit which tliceta'itor aluns, ndin tire reasoning hy whlich
lie supports thîcun. Tt fi us alim q atflarlefld Ugelat sat.çfcclon& ta

acknowlutl.te rte aiLle .i. wane hicl ive have reeivedl froon
aur cnteinorarcs,-e' 1> ire i Pilai aaxd Ileral,-Itc formner

of wh;.cls has at a- iaal the latter lias occasianally, rendocrci
g"ondl Illrvirn in thei valiase of Frete Tradle.

DWc o'vn, liowcver, iliat utîtîil wc rend tire article in the Jkrld
aliove allideal in, wie wverî' iit dîîlly improsseui with lais tiatiscCn-
dant me(ritc. W'o hall fniiidty pactured tu oursel-ees 'lit il crudît
wvere oint, toi any paýîor for tlle inanilest chantre wlaacat lias beet-'
wriiight il lite publie opinin respectiaarFo Tntsmeprar
al l"'a-t wvnti) fi i ln ta nr ;hla. ] Bill n! tu tlie Ilcrald at appe-ais

b lîty ih#, merit. ami poignaant qui mcutrzi fer*ai ho lieas i l:c
hi-st ri pninît naît ttae cortaiti consequeiaces ut fIis aoewi ,y.,tern tipo
Canahali ap~ anal i l Itscribe wvuth clearnesls ilause reinediies.

frrimn \vldij alone,ýt ilmihlu op e argthintr lit the couIngdaalZeïb;
artîl wIlle uillitînes jo julas pru os,itions startied zsanie, and

nlarmerd ntarrs, lie athaervii ta lis opinions tvhich l'O h.-iai c1t-
prcssed acter ail Carnest consîderatton ut lte subtject, and a viols

hoave pruccîl tire correctness of Ille caîachîsioaal ta wliich that con-
sidtra.tioai braught Iii.>- h Frc rraaîe League, wvith a Fiee

Il ,_


