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VANITY FAIR.

If is almost a century and a liaIf since flic
Englisli novel took ifs risc. It would be an
inferesting ýtudy fo note flic objects a.nd mo-
tives of flic workers in this department of oui
lit erafure since fliat date, wliether as flie ouf-
come, of flic tines or as manifestations of flic
cliaracferistics, of flic wrifers fliselves.

Froni flic fine wlien Richardson and liis
co-workers pleadcd flic cause of -virtue in lau-
guage whicli brouglit discredit uapon thleir
aim, until Dickens in our- laf or finie madle an
exposure of flic defects in flie educational and
poor law systenis, flic nisery of clianceiy
wards and prisonc,,rs for debt, novel wrîtingrZ
lias oufdone flic draina ifseli in flic range of
sub*jecf matter.

Aniong ûb c many uses to wliicli it hashbeen
applied is fliaf of social reforni, if crificising
hiuman frailties cau effect mimcli in thiis direc-
flon. Be fhls .iast as if niay, Tliackcery lias
certainly employed safirical fiction wifli tbe
greatest success.

No one of lis works, rears more plainly on
ifs tiLle page ifs object than does "Vaitfy
Fair." Ifs introduction, foo,-"Before flic

-urtaim," as if is called, suggrests flic fenor of
the wliole. "As flic manager of flic perform-
ance sif s before flic cuiLt ain on flic boards, and
looks int o flic Fair, a feeling of profouuÂ
mclandlioly comes over hlmr in bis suivey of
flic bustling place." TIen, concluding a
sumniary of flic follies being enacted there,
lie adds, "Y es, 1,his is Vanlity Fair; not amoral
place certainly, not a merry one liongli vcry
noisy."

.Aitlo-agnli avowedly "A niovel wiihou'ù a
licro," one cliaiacter-tlmt of Rebecca, Sharp,
v;iaintains a prominent position fhrougliout.
J.. place of lionour in -flic social world is lier
ambition. A mistress or strategry, she does
nof scruple fo eniploy any niezius fo fuither
lier designus. Ail liose finer sensibi1itieis
whidh are flic grace 6f truc womanliood w-erc
wanting in lier nature. Butt alliongli love-
less and fa-Ise, she was withal witty, clever

and cheerful, and could command at pleasure
the appearaizce of those feelingcs of whi'li she
was entirely destitufe. Her nutellect and
practical talent were the chief factors in lier
society conquests. How best to make my
Lord, Steyne or General Tuff o hier admirers;
or "liow to live on nothingr a year" atrd yet
mnaintain the semblance of spending tlie in-
c ni.c of a retired meniber of the East India
Company were fo her problenis easily solved
and applied.

In no position does she appear to worse ad-
vant age than in the treatmcnt of her lit tic
son. "During two years she had scarcely
spoken to tlie chuld. She disliked bu
The mother's disliko increased to a liatred: the
consciousness that the childi was in the bouse
was a reproacli and a pain to lier." And this
"to a fine open-faced boy, witli bine cyes and
waving, fiaxen. hair, sturdy in limb, but gene-
ions and, soft iii heait, fondly attaching him-
self to ail wlio werc grood to hini." Even the

rogiColonel, bis father, -\,ho liad played.his,
part in more than one fatal duel would caress
hini for liours together, and fondly d.ecla-re
that lic was "the finest boy in Eng;land."
These, the tenderest aud- strongest offi,
wlien they came between the mother and lier
aims are thus seen to have beeni nonenfities.

iPerliaps flie character of Mrs. Crawley, me
Rebecca Sharp, is the extreme one of "Vanity
Fair." This mutcli, liowever, can be afirxned,
-ail thc otlier impersonafions Nrifh two ex-
ceptions are miodified foms of principles akin,
to hors.

Thackeryb object scens to have been. two-
fold. To display in its truc colours the hol-
lowTness of higher London society during flic
fist quarter of flic present century was flic
primary purpose; affordingr ini ifs execution
opportunities to comment upon fleic jboru.
foibles of humi-anity, That, ini an age whicli
prono-unced George the FPonrth, affer his
noforions t.reatnient of lis wife, "flic first
gentleman ini Europe,". fliere was mucli fo
condemn, canuot ho doubied. That there is
mudli in flic sanie circles at preseul open .f o


