
111Fa NATIVE TIES OFr FLYESXA.

werc living in un artificial stato, and, although retainiog many of their
pliysical characteristics-not all-a part of their languago, and all the
recollectien of their recent hiistory, thoir distinctive charactcr bad
becomoe very matprially modifiod. For many years, the history of the
Tasinanian bas beon a dark blot upon B3ritish civîlizadon. In 1815,
thoir nuinber mvas estimatod nt 5,000, which was probably far below
the trath. Five years Inter thora wore only 340. T1his onormou2 loss
%vas not due te disease, nor to xnilitary outrages-such as have recontly
disgraccd Amierican arms ameng tho Indians of the West-but solely
te the mutudeYous prepensitics of tbe early settiers. The natives mere
altvays harmless, and bave not unjustly beau regarded as amnong the
lowcst or lcast advanced membars of the humant family. But their
woahness mas no protection against the barbarities of the mhite popula-
tion, mbo more in the habit of poisoning thora as verrain, or shooting
thora as legitirnate gaine. The daughter of an artny offcer-ono of
those who mvent to tho colonies with a grant of land, after tha close of
the war with Napolcoe-hns described to me bar rocollootions of tho
timo when the neighbouring settiers, meeting in the morning at baer
father's bouse and taking an ealy hinohoon on the lawn, 'weuld go forth
into the bush to shoot blackfellows. This lady mas a woll-rcad and
accomplislicd woman, but she nover regardcd this kind of rooreation as
any thing more than; a peretly legitimate sport, and aho could tell
aven with euthusiasm of the interest vith which the female portion of
sucli parties usad te ait oer their avaning sucal and listern to the sports-
mea's narrative of a succosul excursion.

Under suob circurastances it is ne wonder that the tribas rapidly
diminislicd, or that, in 1831, wben the local governraent, ashamad of
the conduet of' the sett1ers, undertook to proteat t)he aberigines, they
ivare raducad to 196. l3eing rcmnoved ta Flindcr's Island, they re-
xnained thore till 1847, but-and I think this important-their nuxaber
mas thon redicea tW 47, e£ whoia 1% -were men. They \qere then
assigncd te an aid conviet station at a beautiffhl spot on the shores of
D'Entrccartcaux's Channel ; but haro again they diad away se rapidly
that, as I have said, in 1855 thora were only 16 left.

When the lato Sir John Franklin mras Governor of irant Dienian's
Land, ho and I>adyFranklin teok aparticular intarest in thenboriginas,
u~nd, on Ludy 1runklin's nomination, a gentleman namecl MHiUigan iras
appointad Il Protector," vith spocial instructions te devote hirascif te
the praparation eof a complota history, phiiological and genaral, of the


