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Hagar, n.; thu sa-ereýd nîarrative iiît'ariîs u4, %vas a
native ut'lgyt Thec IJabbliiîs allirin that 81hu was
the daugliter of' lliatauhi; but Clirystasta:îî says,' that
ohc wite one ofth lose slaves, i'hin, i id supposed
to bxi iiitiiated ini Gels. xii. 16. 1laraoli gave to
Abrahami, nt the tinue tdent lie cutreatcd lîini %vell l'or
Sarai's salie. TrUe M\usiulnuans aund Aiabiaus. w'hu
arc <lcscendekd froin lier soit I.diuael, stilt liuld lier
ineinory ini lii-lî estimnationîî; iiîiu ilaintain tliat site,
and flot Sas-ai, %vas Abs-aliami's lawçful wvit'; and tuai.
Arabia, the lat ao' lslînael, i: nîuch more valuabie as
aL caîtiirv, fliau the laind of' Canîaani, tlîat t'ei ta the lot
or' Isaac. 'T'is is onie orthei communoz nianirtesttUuîs
of humant pride anîd s'aîity. Tl'lî circlîîustanccs iii
which Hagar becamiee oiof ut' % vives ut' Abranm, arc
bricfly inîtiaîîcd iii the b)egiiîîîîiîg of' tUe l6tlî chapter
ao' the Bati of' Geîîcsie, wlîcr;u wc arc told tliat it %vas
at the earnest rcquest of Sarai lieril', and flot Uy tlîe
wvish eof Abram, anil frim ail opinlion %vliichî Sar:îi naw
bcgan to eniertain, tlîat tic lois-g proîuiscil cluld .%vas
to Uc ane by adoption, aîîd iut oie ta Nylsictî bIle
lierself should give birth.

l>ulygamy, iii thie carly zzges oft' ei worid, wvas al'
lowed by God; but in tîcse cascs, liowcever nilmerouï
nîiilit Uc the %vivcs ut' onc mat, thiere wvas always uîîo
umong thcm, and gsèncrally the one first wcdded, wlîo
had authority in tie hîousehlîod, and wvas hionoured Uy
the others as tlicirmistress. 'rîis uid2rstaiiiiiig pîc-
vails in somne parts of' tlic Enst ut the present îly; and
sN'Iien the t'act is remcmibercd, it shiov us that tic cou-
duct of Hagar ivas highly inextcusable lu betrayiîîg,
wbcns she wils about ta give birti ta Ishiacl, an iuîsa-
lenit and contenhptunas spirit twardls Sarai. If, ac-
cording t:) the distincetiono atheî Rabbinîs, Ilagar %vas a
concubine only, anad îlot a wit'e inarried by caiîîract,
lier belîaviour wîs stitl more culliable ; althougli Sarai
aIse was; probably tao severe in lber rcscutuîcuîrt.-
W~hen she conipluincd unta Abraim, 'vo ara told that
Abram said uîîto S.-r:îi, l

3
cehoalî, thy misid is iii Uhiîî

bîand, do ta hcer as it pIcaseth tlîce. And whenî Sarai
dealt lîardly %vith lier, she flcd frein lier fatce.' But
the an-el of the Lordl founucilieîr by a funai:i uof water
in the wildcrncss-, lîy a t'auîitaiîî iu tie wîîy t6 Stiar,
and cnjoined her ' ta returît ta lier mistress, and te
submit hcrself unto her lîaîîds.' Sie returned accord-
ingly, gave birth ta Ishniacl, and, .welt afttrards in
dte t'amily of' Abraham for ubout sixteen or seveuteeiî
ycars, whcîî she finaly dcpartcd, as mesitiuîcd iii tlîe
verses wve bave rend. The cause of lier departure was

a 4îiarrel, or sumoe canitemptuolis treatinetit, oui the
part at' Ishiînacl, totvards Sarali, or lier soni Isaac, '.0ia
hiad just becu wvcaucd, anîd was the fruit, no deutib, of'
an imity tlîat had beeui grawinô sinice tlîe birh ot'
Isaac, ana iînplauted and fostered probably ini the
hiasorn of Isiànluacl by bis mother, wheui slic saw that
Lsac wvus lihlzel te displacc lier owîî sonu in tia nfh'c-

ta wlîich l- lit ald aUicrwise hava been cîîtitlcd.-
Nothiiîg %vîultl iîawe stisy Sarahi but thte iiuîediate
ejectlilno ut'giti' and( Ishiinael; and Abruliam, ivhoî
wvas naîiiruhly loath ta, such a step, fîom the deep lîold
thiat Islhîiaacl, Isis fiî'st-Uarui cliild, lî;îd on lus aflbcîioiis,
yiclîlchec ut lciigth, in consequenceofut an adimonition ta
tiis efl'ect fruni hecavei, nd tic pranmise giveil aïoti-,
umith i :-' Of' tha seed oft'hei baiidwinau also utili I
inako a great nation, Uccause lie is thîy seed.'

fhcre is îîîuel caution and tenderncss appiirent oni
tlie part uof Abrahianm, iii the ifiuner iii %liicli lie ar-
ranigea the departure ut' lagar aud hslimael. It tauk,
place early iii the marnuilg, before Sarah, or perhops
unuy otlîi'r mcnbei' af the f.imiily, couid uvitiiess tua
scolie. uiid alto befare tlic sui) liad arisen, s0 that tic
wiuiiterers uniglit have tinue ta obtaiii slicltc' crc is
nieiridiaii lieat slîuuld camie. Suitable provisions xvere
also prcpa'etl, and a leatlieru bottUe, filled with uatci',
-tliich wvus sa necessai'y in thiese scorclîing deserts, %vas,
giveli ilieni. It is dhltlicult, hîowevcr, ta banii irani
aur mids the idea ut' cruelty, iii tlue caontempîlation uof
this scetie. Thiose provisions mnust liave beeu but t'ew,
whilîih a femnale aad a lad wcî'c ablc ta carry in sudi a

Jaurncy; and hiaw littie prospect, buruaiily spcakii,-
inust Abrahtli base baud thiat bis wife ara cliihd
simoula tiuîd tlîeir %vay in thlie descrt? or, stipposiiig
thîcy would flot wander, tlîat tlieir lives couhîl Uc loi)-
prcscîvcd aîuid thase fearful %vilds? But wil Ua
liai, no daubr lavislicd ou fhciu mny acts ut' tender-
ness, of' tvliicli thic Unef arrative of Muses g'tves nu
inft'rimationî, anîd diii aIl tliatwas iu lus paîver to secure
thîcir sat'ety; let it Uni caret'ully rcineiiibcrcdf, that a
voice frain beaven )lad comnmuîided tlîcîn ta depart,-.
thiat Gad liad assureil tic patriarcli ut' tlîeir preserva-
tion,-aid tbat Abrahiain hîad olready tua mcch know-
hcdgc uft'e Uiowe»'r aid the guudncss aof God ta, doubt
tlîat even miracuhous inîfluence, if it were ieccssary,
would Uc cx.ýerted iii tLi'r bthialf. Tu a muae sa cii-
nent in failli as the Fiitler ut' thie fajiful %vas, tlis iras
suihicient consolationî tnder tItis severe stuuggle uof
,)-.rejema] affection; and the appearance aof the angel ta,
Ha.-gar, %iien she and her son werc in ami cxtrcmity af
stlering, is a proof that on thic guoduets of God
Abralîaxn did flot rely iii vais'.

There i, a vcry papular cear abroad iii ret'erencc ta
flic lige of Ishnelc, ut tic period e bis departure t'rom
bisftathîer's bouse. In pictures, ta Ucfound iiiniaiy ot'
Our parlours, cf Isb-mael's exposure iu tbe desert, bce is
i'cprescnted as a cbild ot' oîîly tire, or, at Uic most, ot'
thîc yeurs oa a. Thiis error buas probably ariseit
item, the stî'iking and pitiable nature of the incident
generufly, and t'rom, the natural tendcncy of the htumais
imagin.ationl ta cxuiggeratc whatcver circumnstances4 ara
al'rcîtiiîg- iu sacli a scene. The thouglit ut' ail inîfanît
ami its mothier, cxposed and alozie in a idu lîaw'szug,


