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A gentleman, not long ago, <tated in the face of a
ireat religious meeting in London, thata friend of

isin India, seeing a long train of carts coming from
the country, defended by British sepoys and Govern-
ment peons (polico,) and attended with native musie,
and every thing which could wear an air of triumph
and f'oy, learned, on inquiry, that the carts weré cun.
veying idolatrous offerings from the ‘Tripetty pago-
da'to the public treasury!! With regard amiin to
the draging of the idol cars, will it be helieved by
British Christians that from the growing decline of
idolatry, this, in many cases, is forced upon the poor
natives—that they are compelled in hundreds to leave
their work, and are kept for days and nights at this
abominable service—and that the officers, whothus
furce them by flogzinzand other means to honaeur tot-
tering idolatry, arc Government peons.  On such ac-
casions there isoftena great loss of human life.
‘This atrocious liberalism is in some places partially
atated. We might refer to various other melancho-
g' proofs of the identification of the civil power of

riain with the superstitions of India. Indeed the
identification is most minute and comprehensive—~
much more so than the Christian Church wonld per-
mit batween the civil power and Christianity. he
British Government paysa large band of pilgrim.
hunters to feed the temples with visitants—paye the
priests and prostitutes belonging the temples—fur.
nishes the food for the 1dols' table—~appuints the cook
—prepares the rice—clothes the idol in British cloth;
gives orders for the making of the gold and silver
omamcms—rcgnirs the temples, suinctines, in a §in-
gle case as at Seringham, at an expense of 40,000 ru-
pees—keeps the roads to the temnple i good order—
and sometitacs presents, or suffers to be prcacmcd, of-
ferings to the slol inthe name of the British Govern-
ment!! Suchare a few facts, and do Christians need
more to persuade them to arise as one man, and de.
nounce the hideous crime to the British Legislature,
and call upon bath Houses of Parliament immediate.
1y to interpose to put an end tv a system fitted to pro-
voke the wrath of Heaven, and furfeit to this country
the mighty empire of the East.  Let Presbyteries lose
nolime in petitioning Parliament, and overturing
the General Assembly to do the same.

Pacssyreay of Epinscrait axp tiie Derew Cnuren.
2th April.

Mr. Candlizh rose to bring forward the overture of
which he had given notice, that the General Assem-
bly should consider the propriety of resuming the
practice, agreeably tothe example of the primitive
churchesand their own Church n furmer tmes, of
corresponding with those churches on the Continent
who agree with them in doctrine, discipline, and wor-
ship; andespecially of opening a friendly and broth-
erly correspondence with the reformed Calvinistic
Churchin Holland. It wasmatier of regret, he said,
toevery onc who was anxiuns for the unity of the
Church, to ohserve that not unly was she broken and
divided by schisms and secesswns, hut that cven a-
1mong those churches which agreed snanatters of doc-
trine, worship, and discipline, there should be so lit-
t)e manifestation of a brotherly xpirit. It was abuy.

antly plain from the New Testament, that the

hurches in different parts of the world correspunded
with each other, and that in times of afitiction and
trouble they sympathised with onc another, fecling
that if the body of Christ sufiered in onc part, all the
members suffered with it.  There wereiwo instances
in which the Church of Scotland had followed this
example—one, when at the request of the Assembly
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congratulating them on having adopted sound views
in relation to the Lord's Supper; and the other case
was still more to the point, when in 1644 the Assem:
bly sent a letter to the Church in the Netherlands,
thanking them for the assistance given to the cause
of religion in this country, and for the warning which
they iad transmitted to Scotland against certain im-
gosmrs; and he might remark in passing, that the
est return they could make wonld be not only to
writea friendly letter, but in the present cmergencies
of tiat sane Church, to manifest their sympathies to-
wards them ina similar way. He had expressed this
overture in very gencralterms; for, hebelieved, there
were various churches on the Contitient at_present in
critical situativns; and the expression of sympath
by this Church in their favour might be attended wit
the best effects. .I-}e need not remindthe Presbytery
of the good effeefs which had been produced in
Switzerland by the reply of the General Assembly,a
few yearsago, to the lettér received from that coun-
try inviting them to attend the jubilee of the Reforma-
tion. It was well known that that letter had, to a ve-
ry greatextent, strengthened the hands and encourag-
ed the hearts of those in that country who held the
trwth as itisin Jesns. It might be known also—and
here was an instance of neglect on the part of the As-
sembly—that two years ago aletter was received from
the Protestant Church in’ France, but so late inthe
meeting of the Assembly, that they had only time to
acknowledge its receipt, reserving a fuller answer to
another time, which time had never come. Indirect-
ing thcir attention particularly 1o the Church in Hol-
land, he did not mean to detain the Presbylery by de-
tailing at length the occurrences thathad taken place
there—=he had done thatin another way ; nordid he
mean to commit the Presbytery orthe Assembly in the
slightest degree 1o any side of the controversy which
now prc\'aitfcd there:” He admitted the information
they at presentpossessed was not very distinet, and
nut very impartial; but there were two facts well
known, and which conld not be denied—first, that a
schism and secession had taken place in that Chureh;
and next, that gricvous misunderstandings prevailed
between the church and the seceders.  These consti-
tuted the grounds on which he proposcd that the
Church should cxpress her sympm?-y with_ their
brethrenin Hollend,  Itanight be sud they had their
hands full at hone, and that, in their struggles no
Chyrch had corresponded with them ; but he could
not help feeling, that at the time of the Scottish
Sccessston, the result might have been very different,
if the prayers and sympathics of the Churchesin
ather 1ands had been brought to bear on the question.
He did not mean to enterintothe controversy, which
he belicved would seon be brought before the public
by another personand in another form; but he might
wmention that the seeession which had taken placeia
Holland numbered 10,000 persnns, and that grievous
misunderstandings eXisted between them and the
Church. Heconcluded by stating the opinion of an
individual connected with the Church, but now resid-
ing in Holland, that nothing was more caleulated to
set the church in a high position with the Churcheson
the Continent, and to sirengthen the hands of their
own ministers labouring in that country, and to do
goodto the Church of Holland, than the siep which
benow proposed to overture the Assembly to take.

The overture was seconded by Mr. Guthrie, and
unanimously agreed to.—Scottish Guardian.




