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opposition te, the civil enactinents by 'whicli they were bound. And tliis,
as we sliah find, by bringing thiem into collision %vitli the laws of the land,
led on to, whiat wvould neyer have been hieard of but for the Voluttry con-
troversy,-the orgaui-ýi -un and powerful operations of the Free Churcli,-
eut.of which we trust God intcnds soinething far more valuable te, christen-
dom than lias ever yet transpired,

Dr. lleughi was wel'. aware thiat this controversy would breakc sorno ties
of friendshiip betwcen mninisters of bis ewn. Church, as iwell as other dis-
senting bodies, and ruinisters of the Establishment. For lie inakes the fol-
lowing observations at thie close of a speech on this question :-" A cry is
up against us-s ou will excite bad feeling-you ivili awaken angry pas-
sions-you Nvil1 break up clitistian intercourse by your society. But what
great question can you discuss, without stîrring un.happily the bad feelings
of our nature, iii soine quarter or another? What great question ivould
have been carried, had tiiese timid suggestions grivçn law ? Did the Ref'orm
question excit,3 no bad fuelings? Did the abolition of the slave trade excite
none i.Are there noue awakened at this bour by the virtueus determina-
tion of the great mass of our people, to break every yoke, and to complote
the emancipatien of our fellow subjects h Bad tempei'! Angry feelingi I
No inan is at liberty to permit these to dhsturb the reace of his owvi bi'east,
niuchi less tii let thein lose to the annoyance of bis neigll--rs. But if, in
the present question, any excuse could Le devh.,ed for an undue excitement
of feeling, I knowv wbo have a dlaim to the benlefit of tliat excuse. The
people who have been so long subjected to undeserved discountenance and
disqualification-who, bearing the samne burdens of the state, and the samo
allegiance to the state, as other men, have been taxed for n religious system
whudhl thiey disown-who, besides these injuries, have been treated with
contumiely and derision, and stigmatized by the very diction of the laws
tliemselves-wvho are told publicly, up to, this hour, that se littie principle
is amour, thern, ilhat the only reason why they continue to exist in any con-
sîderable nunibers, is the wav.t of what is called churcli accommodation-
these, mien may be supposed to have some excuse for indignation. But lot
us suppress, let us extingnish it."

IlStrange as it rnny seem," says the Biographier, Ilnot only was bis os-
pousing the cause thie imniediate occasion of hostile, and in some instances,
abusive statements, but lie hiad scat cely entered on the public advoeacy of
its.principles, wvien. lie found that, in somne circles of his friends connected
~vith the National Chiurcli, this adc'ocacy seemed to, be accepted as the sig-
nal 9f alienation. Thie sacrifices jr Ibis formi whichi lie -was cahled to make,
to ivhat. * e deemied a great scriptural enactment, wvere numerous and pain-
fui.

i&WÇrrîting te, Dr. Brown, hie refers to a discourse of Dr. Wardlaw, ' quito
worthîy of its author. clear, argimentative, scriptural, very powerful, and
Yéry beautiful,' and adds these words, 'LIt will net tend to allay the excited.
îtelings of our Churdli friends. Indeed, thjis is not to be looked for even
from the hand of time itself. The breach, I suspect, is irreparahle.' It de-
serves, however, to be recorded, thiat some years previous Wo his death, some
of the moýt painful alienations of this kind, with whieh lie lad personally
te do, were done away, and notlîiag gave Mîin more sincere joy than lwhen
lie saw, in instances not a few, the temporary estrangemnent. yiel-dingc to the
power of christian principle and brotherly love."


