Morrin_College e1jnys an

" endowment of

JUINE, 18;78.

o
-

Our Theologicnl Eolleges.

¢ HIS subj ct has occupied a prominert
plare 1n the delibe ratiune of the nego-
tialing churches before union and 1

the councils of the vow United Church.
In the meetings of the uniun comn sttecs
tnie topic absorbed all othersand ruore than
once darkened the proepect of union and
pearly prevented it ac omplithment.
While muny circumstances have combined
to shew that it is p ssible for the once
divided eections of the Church to u:ite
in their Schemes of Christian enterprire,
there is but one topic remaining toengender
surpicions and create alievativne, and that
is Thevlogical Colleges. That this remains
unseltled appeare by the minutes of the last
Assembly, in which the question of havirg
a common Fund for the waintenance of the
colleges of Toronto, Kivgswn and Montreal
is remitted to Presby ter .8 for considerstion.
Forturately, the mn.aiuvienance of the
Theological Colleges in its more sensitive
aepects 18 narrowed down to thust of the
maiutenance of those of Torunto. Queen’s
and Montreal. The College in Mauitoba,
beisg a miss-onary College, situated in a

-thioly pepulated Province, mu«tremain for

a lorg time a charge upun the whole Church.
indepeundent
foundation, in which it asks fur the prose-
cution of its work vo direct 8id from the
General Asgsembly. The Hslifax GCouliege
Lelorgs by history and situstion to the
Synod of tte Maritime Piovinces, and is
le!t to the support of those who have hither-

1o surtained ‘ii. This posiiion asrigned it
.3t univn has proved to be a wise arrange-

ment. The Churches of the Maritime

"Provinces have, by the euccess of their

buildiug and endowment funds, showao their
-ability and willingvess to support their
College. Their Board has purchased a
building offering unrivalled accommedations
for students and professora. The reslised
the Maritime Colleges
amouants to $100.000 in addit:on to their

: bnilding. Tue eubseriptions smnount to

$70.000 more, while & fourth part of the
congregations ren aing to bhe canvassed.

" The friends of theological education in the

- Maritime Provincer have no fesr 83 10 the

result, and can afford to contemplate the

college question, as it affects the uapper
Provinces, with perfect impartiality.

Friends of the Church must view the
matter, both as it concerna union and
education. With thew it is union first and
education afterwards It must be vorne in
mind that it is Lot sufficient to consummats
a upion There is much to be done atter-
wards in making the union real and abiding,
by 1emovit g stumbling blocks and closing
up foun*sins wheice waters of litterness
may flow. Any suljectcalculated to revive
ancient d'spates should be avoided, and
every interest of that kind should be dis-
preed of 1 such a way as to preveut mali
wtluencer. Ifan avrapgement can be made
that while j 26t in it-eif would prevent dis-
cu3rion—an arrangement unde which each
Cullege would claim what belongs to it and
the matter end there, this would be an
advantage to all parties. The existence of
different collegea has geperally drawn
dividing lines even in churches where col-
lege support is notderived from the Churck;
Lecaure each College acquires a character
of'its own and i~ prubabiy distingnished for
rome peculiarities of culture. Thus, col~
leges by iheir own cha:acter and by the
auachment of their allumni scatlered
throughc ut the Church have oiten been the
means of farming parties. This has been
the case ever since the Reformation and in
all the reformed churches. Bat whenever
their supp xt deperds upon the church,
these differences are neceasarily bronght to
the surface and reveal themselves in a tell-
ing manner.

Tke arrangement hitherto existing, while
perhaps the only one possible in the cir-
cumetances, canuot be considered as any-
thing but temp-rary. Unlortunately, it 18
one of the woret possil le, and _calculated to
produce and perpetrate the evils deprecatea.
Thi~ arravgement is: a tarritorial area of
%support and an apportionment of the Agsem-
bly’e funds to each college in *“a way just
to the claims and neceseities of cach®.
Such a wmethod cavnot be just; for it
puniehes the liveral.ty of particular sections
of the church before urion by givieg them
less after union than their neighbours who
may have done little or less than they
would bave received but for union. If
tavoursilliberality,because the vague expee-




