THE CHURQH TIMES.

373

p—

From Cano to Suex thers i aliout thirty hours of
travel : catnels take from two to theve daye 10 traverse
it: merghandiae wa_game ane day, and the hovse posta
Jirtle fose. Cairo aud  Nuez cmnmunicam. by l"l!.h
voad Kept in good arder, The hnba wails take 'tlm
roule s sixteen atations have been establishud ('of it to
change horses  Flivre stanione are all square buildings
ofa simglastory, with A conrt yaed fn the co.tre—
They resembla thu chalets Switeorlaad. 'I‘I'm travel-
ter, dying with thirst and approssion of fatigue, pere
ceives them with real jox, fer ho is always suro. of
gnding thero a pood stock of water dyawn from the Nile.
They are alwaye pravided with necessary comforts.

e desort bepins at the gates of Cuiro. After once
eatering it, no verdare is mat, except & misorably herb,
which serves as pasturs to the camels ne thoy pase, and
two or thrve soli 1wy trees. Oneof the fatter, an old
ead larpe sycamore, at about midway, is the object
of great vencration among tho Badouins. Al the pil-

sgns of Mecea suspenid there some portions of their
wardrobe to obtain & prosporous voyage. In Egypt a
pnmber of these trevg is met, to which the proplo at-
tribute & marvelions virtue. It it the tree under whose
ohade it is said Joseph and Mary reposed : it is the
aame » that of the Island of Rhedes, nat (ar from
Cairo, which bas the property of removing barren-
nese frows womeu. The aoil on the entire rou’s afler
laaving Cairo is hard and stony, so that, itit be de-
sigred to build a railroad here, there will be nothing
to be apprebended lrom the moving sands. It would
be_ap error $0 suppose that the desort is one eternal

The route istraversed by a range of small bills
which offar €0 the eye new points of view—the pas-
mge of = singlo bird rejoices the heart, for itisa
proof that living natuce has penctrsted into this val-
Joy,of death.

Vow.aud sgain & caravan patses : tha ‘camels ad*
vant. Wwith equal step, one after another, loaded with
tae irchtures of India—Mocha coffee, mather of pearl,
{rom the Red Sea, gum from Arabis, and African
irory. The caravanis salu‘ed * Balam Jeikam,” and
argrything bevomes still again. You are ¢-~ce more
auster of the solitude, for mo oae is there to Givpute
it wh’ you, save the sanguinary hyena, whick watci.
afin tho glooow sad tired camels.  \Whea one traver-
23 this sea of and, the imagination, excited by the
beat of the dav and the profound caim of the night,
i pleased in eveking strange forms : thus to me, &
chateau appeared to rise frow the oudst of the eand, its
windows resplendent with fantastic light.

We ®ak on towards the light: already we are
appraaching the wally, but we perceive that they are
the telegraph buildings.  After a journey of two nizhts
andone day we arrived at Suez. This litda city is
supported by navization andtransit commerce. The
ichabitants are, tor the most part, sailors of the Jor
sod its meighbourhuod. The pilarimage of Mecca
peoduces, rarticularly, preat benefits to it; but this
geartbe greater part of che prilgrims bave pone by
hadto Konier. There are about thirty Europeans
eetiled in this city who are engia=d in the transit to
Iodia. Suer is surrounded on all sides by the de-
o, and provisions must tuerefore be brought to it
from a great distance. The water drank thore has a
wory disanreeatile niiry taste. The traveller who has
come from the Nile cannot accustom himself to it,
aod the Frenchoan is also'right in saying that the
water of the Nile is far frum Champagne.
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Tre BinLr.—It has been admitted by the most pire-
found and crudite echolars of every nation, that the
trsnslation of the Scriptures into the Eaglish verion
bas besn the most accurate, petfuct, aud cowplete, that
the 2¢3 and picty, and learning of any age could pro-
duce; nor could there be more care or caution obser-
ved 1o mako it faultless, as the fullowing acceunt of the
wode and manner of the performance will prove :—

+ The first English.translation bears date 1290 ; the
vext was Wickhffe's about 1880. The fimst printed
Fnglish Bible was translated by W Tyadall in 1535,
Covendate published a version. In 1540 a copy of the
Bible was required to be plaved in overy cburch  but
in tw0 years the Papal power suppressed it. In 1603,
De- dobin Reynolds, of Oxford, proposod a new trans-
lation, and Jawes 1. favored t¥o sugaestion, appointing
M learned men to superintend it Only 47 engaged
ia tho work. They divided themselvea into six com-
pasies, agd assignedd & portion to each. Eachindividu-
Alof eack company ‘was directed to take the same por-
tiop, and having teansiated and amended it by himself,
& be thonght good, all were to meet together and re.’
port what they had done. When a book was finished
by 00e company it was sent to the rest to be finished
MG sxanined, Jfa'book flius sent was dispproved

of in any part, it wans returocd to the company, with the
objectivns and the proposed alterations fioted, and the
reasons assigned, It the fores of thuse objc ctions wan
nat perceived, tha matiep was adjusted ot the general
maeting of the traneators.  In caves of particvlar ob-
varity loters were directed byauthority toany learned
men in the Laind for their judpmont on the passages.—
Letters were addressed by the bishops to such of their
clergy, as bad tho renuration of being learned men,
requesting them to eécnd in thoir observations to the
tranalators.  The Vico Chancellors of the Universities
of O<ford and Cambridge chose also several af the mot
cminent divines as overseers of the translators,  Tine
is thy common version which is now extensively circu-
lated, and is characterised by its faithful accuracy and
vizorous onerpy of stylo. The reason why two hun.
dred and ity yearsdo nat appear to bave rendered
thy atyle and lauguages obsoleta is, that the translation is
a faithful transcript of the original, and perhaps as near
to the ipsistima verba of the Holy Spirit as could be
produced.  Those who can bring themselves to doubt,
wuch less to deny, the benefit and blessing of such a
work, the solo object of which is to bring glory to God
and souls to Christ, are approaching a fear(ul extremity
of puilt and danger. When men can ridicule and con-
temn religion and persist in artful disvelief of the Holy
Seriptures, and cast contempt upon Christanity, which
is the ministration of the epirit, it s littlo short of blas.
phemy against the Holy Ghost, never to be forgivea in
this warld or the next.
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InteresTING LETTER FROM Nid' vElt. —M, Vic-
tor Place, Freach Consul at M-ssu: woero ke has
been for some timd engaged in making excavations,
has written from Nineveh # letter, of which e fol-
lowing is an extract :—

“ ‘This country is full of curious reminiscences.—
Last weck, tho town of Mossul kept fast during three
days,and then had a day of rejoicing, in commemoration
of the peniteace imposed on the inhabitants of Nine-
veh by Jonas, Asthe sct has taken place from
time immemorial in the country, it is looked on
as a matter perfuctly natural,and last yea~ the persons
whom I knew never thonght of speaking to me abous
‘tuatil it was over. But this year I was determic-
cu ‘o be an eyve-witness of what was going on, and you
may now say that you have it from a consul who was
present—hat a whols town in this couniry esch year
celebrated ooe thy moss ancient facts of the Bible.—
What is still more sinuular is, that the Mussulmans
themselves respect this trad.tion, and keep the fete on
the same day as the Christians. Tt is true thatthe
Koran contains & whole chapter devoted to Jonas, and
that oppoasite Masul there is, on an artifical monnd, a
mosque highly venerated, which passes for rovering
the mortal r. maing of th t pro het. It is even so vene-
rated that, alihough we have proote of the mound con-
taining the most precious remaine of Assyrisn arche -
logy, we have uot been allowed toinake any exciva-
ionsin it. To meddle with the earth which sup-
ports the tomb of Jonas would expose onu to the
charge of seving a revolution burst forth. Every Fri-
day, at the hour of prayer, the inbabitaunts go en masse
from Mossul, to make & pilerimage there. Com-
pare these facts with the respect which i stiil paid to
the tomb of Daniel at Suza, whither men of all reliz-
ious persuasions go to pray, and which no one could
violate without risking to be masacred, and judgzas if this
conntry ought nat to interest highly one of veur old
pupils. Another reminiscence of the Ritle often oc-
curs to one here. Do vou remember the famous fish
of young Tobias, the existence of which has appeared
a difficult matter to adunt in a river where no one ex-
pects touca a fidh large enough to frighten a man.—
Well, then, this fish exists, and is often canzlit in the
Tigris, and I can assuro you that it is armned with
terrible teeth.  Wkhen 1shall be less occupied, T will
g0 with some men and take one of the largest possible
size, aud if I succead, I will send the skin of it to the
mnseum of natural history. Que was brought to me
yesterday ; but, first of all, it was not I who caught it,
and next, it weigbed scarcely more than 500 lbs,
which is too small ; I distribwted it to my Christian

workmen, who do not ¢at meat on certain days.
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Tue Forry or InsipkLITY.—Man has for the
most part misconceived the use of the great facts which
bave been gracioualy placed within bis reach thrugh
the instrumentality of science and research. In his
fond conceit ho would throw aside bis allegiance to
God, and arrogating to himself the command of the
very elements, would, from baving learned to are, fool
Mimself into the vain imagimation that he could create
the world afresh, and fashion it more in accordance

" with bis infinite understanding. To this end doss the

Agioof Reaton insidiouddy urge its vigtims : nor are
they dew, for the plant is of rapul growth—Deadly
though the poison is which hes concealed within tho
captinating exterior ol this plant, we fear that there
a:0 few of its coltivators who take the trouble to ans-
lyze it and (0 test its properties with patient assiduity
and an varnest domre to elicit the truth.—Captivated
by the prrhitmed u(mogphem which ever floats around
the object of their admiration, they aredead to all its
ithorent dofucts: and pluming themselves on their own
fancied suporiority over those who acknowledge the
tramuaels of loyalty, subjuction, faith, allegiance to the
Supreme, they on all sides spread their toils for the
waverer and wanderee from the fold of the true Shep-
herd, Of thess thera is never any lack, and many
there be who fa’. into the net thus laid for them, for
the creed of the Fraethinkers is, to minds untutored by
education or moral culture, 8 most inviting siudy
can be shuffled off or on, as the humor suits, with .qe
slightest exertion of the wearer : and if it holds out no
prospect of reward, it at loast is silent as {0 punishment.
Littls wmatter of wonder is it then that during the
excilement of pursuit, and at a period when the life-
blood courses through man's veins and arteries with
healthy rapidity, such notions as were profetsed by a

I Bolingbroke, a Volney or Shelloy, appesr in their

holiday attire. If, however, wetrace these men in
their hiding places, and sift their secret thoughts in
that fearful momeont when the pulse flags and the limbs
refuso their office, while the recklees souls, hanging
between Heaven and Hell, can find no city of vefuge,
and compare their last hours with those of the meek
but stendfast believer and the praotical Christian, the
tinsel will soon drop from off the worthless theory,
and the doubting disciple of the creed which begins
aud ends in nothing, will be rudely awakened to his
danger, and fly for succor and protection from his own
devices to the foot of his Saviour's cross.
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InveNTIONS.—Having accidentally come across the
dates of the following inventions, we did not know that
wo could make a better use of them than to pass them
over to fill some vacant corner in your paper. They
may be of some convenience to your readers for re-
ference:

Glass windows woere first used in 1180
Chimneys in houses 12368
Lead pipes for conveying water 1252
Tallow candles for lights 1290
Sjwctacles invented by an Italian 1299
Paper fiest made from linen 11802
W wllen cloth first made in England 1331
Artof painting in o1l colors 1410
Printing invented 1440
Waitches made in Germany 1477
Variation of compass first noticed 1540
Pins first used in England 1548
Circulation of buman blood first ducovered

by Harvey 1619
First newspaper published 1630
First steam-engine invented 1649
First firetngine invented 1663
First cotton planted in the United States 1769
Steam engine immoved by Wait 1767
Steam cotton mill erected 1783
Stercotype printing invented in Scotland 1785
Avnimal magnetism discovered by slesmer 1788
Saboath school established in  Yorkshire,

Eongland 1789
Electro-magnetic telegruph jnvented by

Morse in 1832
Daguerreotype process invented 1539

— Lewision Farmer and Mcchanic.
Gorv.—* Gold well gotten is bright aud fair ; but
there is gold which rusts and cankers. The stores of
the man who walks according to the will of God are
under a special blessing ; hut the stores which bave
been unjustly gathered are accursed. * Your gold and
your silver is cankered, and the rust of thew shall be »
witness againat you,and shail eat up your fl:sh asfire.”
Far better bave no gold at all, than gold with that curse
upon it. Far better let cold pinch this frame, or bua-
ger gnaw it, than the rust of iligotten gold should eat
it up as fire.”
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BrauTirut.—Thers is a deap and besutiful mean-.
ingin the saying of the wife of Jagellon, Duke of
Lithnania. Sonie peasants coming to her in tears, com-
plained that the servants of the King, her busbaud,
had carried off their cattle. She weont to ber husband,
and obtained instant redress.  “ Their cattle have been
restored to them,” said the Queen, “ 3t xcka shall
gice them back their lears.”
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