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event, he died u raving maniut! <ud his wife whe
was a talented sceptic, renounced infidely, and
nnited with the Church pp. 109-110.

C. €. Cohen was one of the ablest writers in the
Free Linquirer, published not long ago in this city.
He came to his end under the following circum-
stances :—* In an article which he signod wita his
name, Mr. Coliet made the emphatic remark : ¢ For,
my own part, [ should say, I can attach no meaning
to the word of God, and cannot consequantly be-
lieve in him P

This was printed on  Saturday, Feb. 16, 1834,
and on the very day that such an avowal was made,
under the deliberate sanction of his name, he was
blown to pieces s lus laboratory, while making
fulminating powder. (Iis head, by an understang-
ing among the L'ree Baquiters, was given to the
society for plirenological studies : and his a:m which
was blowa aff, was never found. Thus, his body
hias gone one way, hishead another, and his limb
another—scattersd, we may say, to the winds,—
Now, philusophers may smile, free-thinkers may
rulicule the sdea of divine interposition, or Divine
vengeance—all have a right to make their comn-
ments, butsay what they may, it was a singular co-
meidence of profession aud catasiiophe.’

That the author does not gratuiously assert the
hiellish proceedings of Madame Restell to be one of
the practical results of infidelity in our city, isclear
from the fact of her hiaving been a constant v.siter
of Tammany Hall when the ¢ Moral Physiology’ of
Frances Winight and Robt Dale Owen was the text
bool of the beuighted individuals who gathered
within its walls,

Alas! for the unwary youth of our country, who
are lunnched into a corrupt society without the pres
vious panopoly of a good religions education !—
What arm whll sluzid their innocence against the
maiice of the seducer, and deafen their earsto the
voice of the syren?  Tallk of the force of moral
principles uuasted by the force of true religion, of
the ueeessiiy of not infunging upoun the liberty of
clildeen, Lut of allowing them to judge for them-
seives when they arrive at the age of discretion !—
This litie beok teachies us the practical effects of
sucha systeal.  Let those who make themselves
the by anvocates, of such principles read the fate
of those wha have preceded .theis i the nngodly
task, and trepble (or themselves. - ]

And let all goed Protestants ask themselves ifthe
act of those who. first taught. the believer to throw
oif the yoke of authority and venture upon the
ocean of life in the frail bark of individual opinien
witirout ruddee or compass, are not to blamo. tor
these results legiimately deduced from their broad
and uareatrained premises. The opposers of the
Reformation, in Germany especially, repeatodly pre-
dicted that infidelity must. of. necessity resuls from

Was their predictiou a truc one @ Let History—
the history of our own age and dwelling-plaee sup-
ply the answer, and then lat tho tree be judged by
its [ruits.

SECRECY OF THE CONPESSIONAL.

Ou Thur~lay, the 23d September, the office of
Mr. Hutton, situated in North-street, was robbed of
notes and certificates amouunting to between thirtcen
and fourteen thousand dullars, and thoe house on the
cvening of the saine day was fired. The Sunday
following all the papers that had been taken from
Mr Hutton's desk, were restored to him througt: the
Rev Mr Hickey, asistaut pastor of the Cathedral.
Some days after, the Rev. gentleman was summon-
ed to appear before the grand jury, which at the
close of its inquiries, issued a warraut for the arrest
of Mr Gracey, clerk of Mr. Hutton. These facts,
which we have just stated, having been presented
to the public through a portion of the Baltimore
press in a very bungling manner, were calculated to
produce a very erfoneous impression that Mr Hick-
ey had made some disclosure that led to the arrest
of Mr. Gracey. We deem it properto say, that
such intimation of the press of Baltimore, and the
more positive asservations of the press elsewhere in
relation to the same subjects, were entirely unfoun-
ded in truth. Mr. Hickey was questioned ou the
occasion, in reference to the practice of the Catholic
clergy in the reception of converts, and other mat-
ters connected with the Catholic Church, and on
these points, of a general nature, he could with per-
fect propricty, impart any information that was de-
sired. But he could not, gnd did not, say any thing
that might be a clue to the recovary of the indi-
vidual who committed the robbery. The name of
a John Nepomucen hasrisen to a glorious distine-
tion throughout the Chi..tian world, for his having
suffered death rather than divulge the knowledge
obtained in the tribunal of penance; the calendar
and martyrology of the church exhibit bim as an
object of universal respect and admiration, and as a
model (or the imitation of her clergy in adninister-
ing the sacrament of reconciliation.* But we have
yet to learn the namie of a priest who has ever be-
trayed thio confidence reposed in him as a confessor.
[t is plain, that if this couid in any case be admit~
ted, the criminal would be deterred from secking the
remedy for his spirifual maladies, and thus the *n-
stitution of Jesus Christ for the benefit of sinners
and their reconciliation with God, would be com-
pletely thwarted in fs design and operation.—
Heornce fhé same law that comnandsarecourse to the
sacramant of penance, for meortal sins commiticd af-
tax baptism, requiies the observance of an inviolable
secrecy on the part of the clergyman, and so far
does this lIaw of secrecy exiend, according to an an-

rebelliomagainst the.aughasity of the Chnrch.of God,

. »Svpe hisbiofsphy. in Alban. Butler, May: 16,



