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9IGNS OF PUSII.
Western enterpriso is sot forth by the

organization of boards of trade in ini the
littie tewns allovcr the country. In the
East oniy the principal business centres
have suflicient enterpriso to organise a
board of trade; but in Manitoba and the
Territ-ories every littie town lias its
board. The great usefuiness of a board
of trado ini a b[usiness community lias
been realized, and with that push which
is charactoristic of lifê in the new West,
each -cornmunity is desireus of availing
itself of every feature whichi can passibly
assist in the furtiierance of the general
welfare. Bloards of trade have therefore
been erganized during the past year or s0
ini towns ail over the country. Sonie are
inclined to smile at these efforts on the
part of the smaller towns, but they should
rememaber that srnall comn.unities have
their interests, which need looking after
as well as the larger centres, and that
these intorests are as imnportant te the
amail town as are the interests of the
larger towns to the population of such
places. Besides, some of these smail
towns maV~ have a bright future before
them (and what community is thero in
the WNest which doos not expeet great
things oi-the futurel), and nowv is the
timo to, lay the foundation and assist
legitimate development by overy possible
rneans. In this wvcrk a board of trade
will provo a very useful auxiliary, and
often a meaus of accomplishing ends
which woull net otherwise be socured.
.Aside fromn any spocial feature which it
may be desirabie te, investigate, an organi-
zation which cails the buEiness mon of a
town tegether te discusa their coinmon
commercial interes, shouid prove bene-
ficial to ail concernod. Two bonds are-
botter than one, and idoas wvill bo devel.
opod in a gèneral and systematie discus-
siox; whid would noL otherwise bethought,
cf. There .is ne reason why the forma-
tien of boards cf. trade in the smallor
towns should be discouraged, but rather
the nieveinent is one which should he
commended.

BEYOND ME1 SOUTRWESTERN.
The proposais cf the Brandon Con-

servatives for a compromise cf the diffi-
culties betweon Manitoba and the Do-

nminion, have brouglit th, question cf the
extension cf rnilwèy facilitie's in South-
western Manitoba again to the front.
Tito extension cf the southwestcrn
branclîeï o! the .0. P. e~ has long been a
burning question. Tie i;et-d cf theso
raiiways was feit ào keenly, that frequent
re.presentations have been imadq both te
the Govorniient and the 0. P. IL author-
ities te hasten théèir extension. 1iany
promises have been made by 4theComupany
regarding the oxxinsion, ô! these branch
railways, but these promises have gener-
alIy been dismissed 'vitîs the statement
thiat money coull nlot be procured te
build them, although the Comîpany èeers
always tc hiave been abl e oebtain plonty
cf moue>' te build.roads for the benefit cf

inneapolis or eastern interesta. Hew-
ever, by an net passod at the hast session
of the Conmrons. and assented te on Juiie
23rd, 1887, it -was providod that tho road
shouid be buit flfty miles from Deloraitie
by september Ist, 18,88, and th~e remaind-
or cf the lino completed by September 1,
1889. Iu default cf fulfilhing these con-
ditions the Company' would lose the valu-
able land grant nttached te the road. It
therefo;e appears that these "cencessions"
whic'h, with othor censidoratiens, should
forni the basis cf a comproaliRe, are ne
concessions whiatever, tho Comnpiny boing
airoady bound te build this rond.

The country beyo'ut the terminus cf
the Southwestern branches is eue cf the
best settled distiiets in the Weost. Ail
thaf rogion lying south cf the main lino
cf the 0. P. R. and beyond the South-
western branches westward tu the Moose
Mlountains, is we! settled. There was a
hoavy stream of immigration jute this
particular district in 1881-82, and during
these yeai-s a great portion of the !and
was occupiod. Sottlers went in as early
as 1881, with the promises o! the onri>'
opening up çf thé country by raiiways.
These branch railways were already le-
cated on the maps, shewing the Goeora-
ment and railway lands. Seven years have
passed,,and yet littie has been donc th-
,%Yard extending the ronds. iLast season
noth ing at ail 'was dàn',e. Although the
country wvns Iargely taken up, yet very
little could-be done in the direction cf
n-iproving and cultivating, the lnd,

e'*.ing te the distance froix railways.
Some bave even been obli"ed te abandon
thoir land. Take for instance the coun-
try south cf Moosoniin station, on the
main lino. This region ig woll sottledal
the way te the 'United, States boundary

linc', a distance cf 125 miles. The nè&r-'
est rnilway stations aieo Moosomin or'
Deloraine, the latter tio preoent terminus
of the Southwestern.* Man>'- cf tho set-'
tiers arc over 100 miles from a railway.
Thmis entiro district is adapted te 9gricul-
titre, andl ail that, it requir-, is shipping
facilities te deveiop the -country. The
extension cf the Soutiwesternh. thr(.ugh
this district weuid undoubLedly ndd nt,
Ieast 1,000,000 bushels cf wheat te the
exports cf t'ho country iu à s'inglo soason,.
and that witiiout an increaso in the pro.
sent popuintio 'n cf the district. This se&-
son the hmavy crops have ahinost been a

1caianmity te those iyho lînd sowni grain te
any extent. One fumnier in this district,
wlme resides about 25 miles frein the rail-
way, and who liad sewn whent quite ex-
tensivoly, informod the writer that ho
would grow no more grain than he wouid
require for bis own use in the future, as
the heavy crop which hoe had harveated
last year ren"dered the labei cf hauling te,
miarket. something tinbearable. The set-
tiers are at a loss te kncw what te, do
with their grain this yoar, . and they in-
tLnî devotiîîg tlîeir attention te stock
until such timeý as the cou'àiry is.copened
up te raiI.way coffi [unication. The im-
portance cf railway communication 'will,
be seen when it is stated, and that at a.-
very meadest estamate, that this-district i-;
capalhlk cf produeîng more 'wheat ta s
new grown in the étfre country. The
settler.s are mostly cf a superior clas
and would soon make tîmeir prosence feit
in expanding our grain sbîpmer.ts. à~ they'
were given an epportuvity. Whatever
intentions there are for carrying on rail-
way construction next'seasen should bo
made kncwn te the settiers btfore seed-
ing ti-ne ueict spring, se that, they ma.
gever .themselves accerditigly, for unless
timere i8 a geod prospect of the branches
being exteuded, ver>' littie grain willý be
grewn. beycnd ss.y twenty miles -Test cf'
the prement, end cf the track. But thon
unîess vor>' much botter facilities for
hfandlitig grair. are previdod by next se-a-
son, it will inatter little about the exten.-
sien cf the à-reà under' crp.

lu considering this -7aluable country
newv se much, in need cf I-uîlway fac-iliti e s

there is another important mptter which

,shcuid be borne- in mind. Net cul>' is
the.-regicmî an excellent ehe agricul1turaly,,
and ilready .well settled, but 'it contains
large deposits of ceai. A considérable
p orýtin of So-.thora Manitoba .18 -open
prairie,,and-the opening u-ip o! these, ôog


