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SIGNS OF PUSH.

Western onterprise is set forth by the
organization of boards of trade in in the
little towns all over the country. In the
East only the principal business centres
have suflicient enterprise to organize a
Yoard of trade; butin Mazitoba and the
Territories every little town has its
board, Thegreat usefulness of a board
of trade in a business community has
been realized, and with that push which
is characteristic of life in the new West,
each -community is desirous of availing
itself of every feature which can passibly
assist in the furtherance of the genoral
welfare. Doards of trade have therefore
been organized during the past year or so
in towns all over the country. Some are
inclined to smile at these efforts on the
part of the smaller towns, but they should
remember that small comn.unities have
their interests, which need looking after
as well as the larger centres, and that
these interesis are as important to the
small town as are the interests of the
larger towns to the population of such
places.  Besides, some of these small
towns may have a bright future before
them (and what commuuity is there in
the West which does not expect great
things of the future?), and now is the
time to lay. the foundation and assist
legitimate development by every possible
means. In this work a board of trade
will prove a very useful auxiliary, and
often a means of accomplishing ends
which woull not otherwise be secured.
Aside from any special feature which it
may be desirable to investigate, an organi-
zation which calls the buciness men of a
town together to discuss their common
commercial interests, should prove bene-
ficial to all concerned. Two heads are
better than one, and ideas will be devel-
oped in a géneral and systematic. discus-

sion whlch would no? otherwise bethought.

of. There is no reason why the forma~
tion of Uloards of trade in the smaller
towns should be discouraged, but rather
the movement is one which should be
commended.

BEYOND THE SOUTHWESTERN.
The proposals of the Brandon Con-
servatives for a compromise of the diffi-

culties between Manitoba and the Do.

minion, have brought the question of tlie
oxtension of railway facilitics in South-
western Manitoba again to the front.
The extension of the southwestern
branches of tho O, P. R has long been a
burning question. The yeed of theso
milways was felt 5o keenly, that frequent
representations have been madg both to
the Government and the C. P, R, author-
ities to hasten théir extension. Many
promises have been mado by the Company
regarding the exténsion of these branch
railways, but these promises have gener-
ally been dismissed with the statement
that money could not be procured to
build them, although the Company eecms
always to have been able to obtain plenty
of money to build.roads for the benefit of
Minneapolis or eastern interests. How-
ever, by an act passed at the last session
of the Commons, and assented to on June
23cd, 1887, it was provided that the road
should be built fifty miles from Deloraine
by september 1st, 1888, and the remaind-
er of the line completed by September 1,
1889. 1In default of fulfilling these con-
ditions the Company would lose the valu-
able land grant attached to the road. It
therefoi e appears that these “concessions”
which, with other considerations, should
form the basis of a compromire, are no
concessions whatever, the Cowapany being
already bound tc build this road.

The country beyond the terminus of
the Southwestern branches is one of the
best settled districts in the West. All
that region lying south of the main line
of the C. P. R. and beyond the South-
‘western branches westward to the Moose
Mountains, is wc'l settled. There was a
heavy stream of immigration into this
‘particular district in 1381-82, and during
those years a great portion of the land
was occupied. Settlers went in as early
as 1881, with the promises of the early
opening up of thé country by railways.
These branch railways were already lo-
cated on the maps, showing the Govern-
ment and railway lands. Seven years have
passed,.and yet little has been done to-
ward extending the roads. Last season
nothing 4t all was done. Although the
country was largely taken up, yet very
little could 'be done in the direction of
inproving and cultivating the land,
owing to the distance from railways.
Some have even been obliged to abandon

‘their land. Take for instance the coun:

try south-of Moosomin station, on the
main line. This region is well settled all
the way to the United States boundary

line, a distance of 126 miles. The nesr-’
est railway stations afe Moosomin or
Deloraine, the latter the present terminus
of the Southwestern, Many- of the set-
tlers are over 100 miles from a railway.
This entire district is adapted to agricul-
ture, aud all that it requires is shipping
fnuhtws to develop the -country. The
extcnsxon ‘of the Southwestern through
this district would undoubtedly add at.
least 1,000,000 bushels of wheat to the

exports of the country in i single season,

and that without an increase in the pre-
sent population of the district. This sea-
son the heavy crops have a]most been a
calanuty to those who had sown grain to
'any extent. One farmer in this district,
who resides about 25 miles from the rail-
way, and who had sown wheat quito ex-
tensively, informed the writer that he
would grow no more grain than he would
require for his own use in the future, as
the heavy crop which he had harvested

last year rendered the labor. of hauling to

market, something unbearable. The set-
tlers are at a loss to know what to do
with their grain this year,.and they in-
tead devoting their attention to stock
until such timé as the country is opened
up to railway communication. The im-
portaace of railway communication will

be seen when it is stat,ed and that at a .

very modest estimate, that this district is

capabls of producing wore wheat ‘than is-

now grown in the ent;re country The
settlers are mostly of a superior class,

and would soon make their presence felt

in expanding our grain shipments, if they
were gziven an opportunity. Whatever
intentions there are for carry.ng on rail-

way construction next season should be

made known to the scttlers before seed-

ing tive next spring, so that they can.

govern.themselves accordingly, for unless
there is a good prospect of the brauches
being extended, very little grain will be

grown bayond say twenty miles west of
the present end of the track. But then.

unless vory much better facilities for
‘handling grair are provided by next sea:
son, it will matter little about the exten
sion of the area under crop.

In considering this valuable country

now so much in need of Tuilway facilities,

there is another important metter which
sshould be borne in mind. Not only is
the:region an excellent one agrlcult,urally,
and already well settled but it contains
large deposits of coal. A conmderable

"portion of So_thern Manitoba is -open

prairie, and. the .opening “up of thess. fosl
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