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wlien wvheat sella nt froni 30s. to 35s. per
quarter in Liverpool pries are low liere,
anti w'ii it selîs fr-ont 15S. to 50d thture,
it is corrcspondingly hiigh hure. But tie
aumber ia vury stitall now vhîo belie.vo
that; any othier eireumistance lias anytliing
to do witlî our grain figures. iat ail
farmers do îîot see titis and( chaînon for a
change is probiably duce lu a grea, nicasure
to tlic fact that import duties, w~hile t1wy
do ni, good to the farnier in his grain
prices, cannot lie said to (Io ini any
harmn. 'r'ie tarir on grain is simply ant
ornaniented piece of hegishation, ns thie
forcign and iiot the htoute markeut fixes
the pnie of Canadian grain, ai as wve (Io
ikot requiro to imîport any, it catiot be
feit as a burden on any one.

Wlihile the (Aoverniiit are lîy no ineans

tectioi, to thie fariner, tliey tire sti; I les,,
înclîined te abohish the iniport dutties on

the Dominion weuld tiot olbJect te thie
v4iîeat duty being abolishied, as at tines
the powver of punchiasiog in United States
instcad of hione miarkets mighit bu ant ad-
v'antage, apd if our railwvays entered iiito
a k-ean competition for tuie canrying of
United States grain, the advantage inight
increase tu bu of mnaterial value to thini.
But wvith import duties off v tlieat, thiey
want import duties on flour ; and tliat is
a statu of thlings not likely Co lic tolcratcd
even bv :.governient pursiiig a free
trade policy, and 1îot for a inoinelit to be
e'itertaiaed by the present administrationi.

Tite motion of tue lin. 'Peter Mitchell
mnet only thue fate to be cxpectedi under
tic present composition of the Iluise,
althoughi the vote on it 'vas not a strict
party one. lit Cetnada we hiave niot tlie
chance of advocating as thîey ]lave lu
Great Britain), the abolition of gYrain and
flour duties as taxes upon the brcad of
the laboren. Suci duties lu no way
effect the price of the Iaborer's loaf, and
ta--ifi' supporters are careful te take ad-
s'ai-tage of titis fact, wvlile to plcase tlie
fariner, tliey endeavor to shiow tliat it
doua raise the pnice thicreof, ard the far-
mer is the gailier thuîieby. Lt 13 neally
wonidenful wvhat perversion of logic is
nucessary iii the' proeess of political tink-
ering, and hiow smiliiigly tic absurd stuif
ia swallowcd by those who iniight bie ex-
pected to have greater powcrs of percep-
tion. But thon tho business of the pohîti-
cian and that of the shownîan are sinujlar
in ma..y Y.'spects, and Blarnum lias sai--

tliat hîuibugs always paid inuich letter
tliai reahities in is li iw.

COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATION.
It seris thiat aIl] classes of the' Manitoba

peûlhe, withi the' exei-jît ion of the comimner-
cial class, aire :iitercsted iii tue 1>i11 for
tdie redistri4utioîi of seats iii tlic Local
Leffishature, miow being rushîed tliroti-lî nt
tlic fag eid'of tht' sessior by M r. Norquay
and his suppuorters, anid tlîe inite'-ests of
e'.eiytliiigi but trade have buen moîre or
fess coiisidtreti and discusseid.

It seenîis tlliat Zur !egislato-s ai-e to bu
îicreased front tiirty one to tliirty-live,
aîid sliould the next lieuise be as hiopeful a
Collection as the pi-usent, oue, tlie ilîcreasu,
will uîot le for tlie benlef t of tlie province.
Mr. N\orquay laid downi tlîu pritîciplu in
iutroduciiig tUic nicasure, thiat " rega'-d
liad te bu paid and wîas pnid te long ex-
îstimg di% isiotis ',f id lucari-yiîig eut titis
piîiiicphe the iinerense in iiîeniliènslîip of the
lieuse us distrîbutcd ever coîistituericies of
u tu-ite imîpor-tance, aîîd as lias beeîî fcrmn-

erly the case, a fewv fossilizcd liches cf con-
.,titueuicies iuî thie Rcd River valley and
outside of the City cf wVilnripeg clin Chaiuîî
Mgfreater representatioui tlîau liudf a dozen
cf the mneost progr-essive ceiities cf the
province. Yet the '.N iîîister cf Agrictul.
tu- e lias the clîeek anîd imipuîdenice te in-
f<.rîî thie Ileuse thiat la tlie nicasure re-
preselitatioilIil dLîcun bised tipoit popu-
latioti, a stateîilient Nvhichi requires o1î]y a
knio'vhedg(e of tic elenients cf arithiictic
te prove its Rmdsurdlity. Tueu-u eaîî bu but
one cpinîionî auong uîibiased pi-epte about
tdie WIvhIE business, anid thiat is thiat; it is
a f raud cf tdie niost glariuîg type, and its
every clause lias been fî-ained witli a coin-
plete disi ugrifor thie represuntatioui of
tiie people, anid ivithi only one aimiia
'-ie' ai.d tlat thie strungtlîening of the
chiances oF a retuni cf the present
administration tu pouer. Vint Mr. Nor-
quay and lus frîuîids will succced iii nak-
un)g thîcir retuiri te power pretty certain
us a settîrd fact. The nîiajeritýy at thîcir
couîuîiau< ili tlie flouse, are prepaned to
obey thîcir ceinauids, and eclie lu the
mnost subseri ent and Pohh-parot-likc

nantiur thir - nie toc" to the incst flag-
rant outrages cf jiustk _. But there is
e% il a ivonse feature thaz thiis in the
wliolc inatter, and tliat is tiat titis thîrot-
thuîg cf tlîe ïnajcrity of the people to -ive
poîver te a fossihiz'ed iiuiiionity ib applaud-
cd by iny outside cf the lieuse as a

riece of comi'endable political sharp

practice. f li' standard of political mairais
lias becoine so lowv in titis, ami (IOUbtlJs.'
in otiier provinces of the D)ominion, that
politicatîs are considered clititled tu sucli
latituder in party managemnent, and with
a nrnajoîity of our electors tu most un-
scrupulous stiilingý of.justice is ail fair and
iegitissiate, provided it is only used on
the side of tdie part>, wlîe (-.presses the
opinion.

But to conie to the commercial aspect
of the redistribution, or rather tlic gery-
mander bill. '('hure is no attcîîîpt to give
even one out of thue four ncw nncînhers tu
a constituency, where à commercial repres-
entative could bu elected, although the
commercial intcrests hiave certaiihy miade
mucli gi-enter progrcss durinzg the past Ji vo
years than thiose of agriculture. Nor is
there ev on ant atteiupt it grouping of
sonte of the iiew towns of the province in
such a inanner, as to allow of soute kind
of trade representation in the niev llcuse.
Ouly in the' City of Winunipeg is ti ere a'»'
opportunity of secuingi representatives
of that k-lad, and %ve find that titis city
coutahiiii one-fourth of tlîe population of
the province, antl alinost as large a pro-
portion of the assessable property, is ai-
lowcd two eut of thu thirty- (jve represent-
atives. Commerce thierefore can hiave
lu the next 'Maî,itoba Legishature oiily a
littie hess tlinu, onue-se' eiteenith of the
teembcr.slip of tliat body, afthough those
connecteti Nvith tra(le, nuniber at heast
two-fiffths of thie population of the
province, ami repiesent an eqlua!hy large
share of its assessable :property.
Duriiig the past tvý) sessions of tlic Local
LC.gýishaturie meni ili trade felt kecîîly the
,%vaut of coniereial representativus tliere,
anti quite a few deputations front trading
intcrests have liad to go and beg fr-oni a
Legisiature centaining scarcehy a mnuilber
vhîo lias any coinunon interest with trad-

ers, relief front unpardonaule injustice iii-
flictcd upon themi, auîd wc inightadd they

iad s a ride to plead in vain. Still now
wvhcn tradc representation is ignored in a
redistribution uîieasurc, nitit engaged in
it lut ail go by default, and ensconce
thcmselvcs bchiiud tlieir old party preju-
dices. Some prominent business mon in
titis City are afraid to press for inecased
commercial repres itation, for fear of in-
crcasing grit or tory rcpicsentation, as the
case inay bu, tîxus plaeing their preiudîces
hpfore thieir real intercsts. Suchi men
are fit subjects for pity, wve wvill not say
conten)pt.


