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" But bchind sll this thore was a personality cnveloped in

fhe Presbyterian Review. 825

Opening of the Session at the Presbyterian
College, Montreal,

The formal opening of tho Presbyterian College for tho ensuing
sossion was hold in the David Morrice Hall, on Wedaceday oven-
ing, October 2ud. The
Rov. Dr. MacVicar,
Principal oftho College
occupied thochair, and
the attondance wag
Iargo.

Thero wero also on
thoplatform besidectho
chairman the Rev. Pro.
fossors Ross, Coussirat
and Cauipboll, the Rov.
Dr. Barclay, tho Rov)
Dr. Robert Campbell,
the Rev. J M. Crom-
bie, the Rov, James
Patterson, theRav.J.R.
McLeod, ‘I'hreo Rivers,

Riv. D. H. M*'Vicar, D.D., Prixcirar, and the Rov. H. Beatt,
Rockburn.

The opening addres: was delivered by the Rev. Prof. Scrimger,
and he chose for his subject ** The Mivister's \\'orkingThool”K_)’."
which he defined to mean the theology that is of chief practical
importacce to the preacher.

Tho Presbyterian Church, he said, bad always domanded a
high standard of cducation for its preachers, both in general
literature and in theology. In this last tho list of subjecta has
now become formidable. The calendar of our insti ution rocently
received presents no fewer than thirtcen dopartments with corre-
sponding profeesors, and cvery student is expected to take them
all. Nor does anyone suppose that when he has taken them allne
knows too much for his work. Bat it is nevoer contemplated that
ho should scok to communicato all of these to the people. That
would be purc pedantry. He must make a selection of those ?ub-
jests which make dircctly for the practical ends he bas in view.
From tho nature of the case the choice must bo left to some exu:n‘t
to the individual miniater, in view of his own tastes, special qua:lx-
fications and the needs of his parish, But it is well to recogoizo
that there are certain truths which are important in all circum.
stances. Tho object of preaching is everywhere thesame, and
human nature much the same. The considerations that are pra?-
tically cffectivo in leading to repentance and a botter life lie
within a somewhat limited circle, Tho truths which thepreacher
ahould most of all enforce in view of this are chiefly four.

First, the unique character and personality of Jesus Christe
Many think this ought to be the starting point of all theology.
1t is at least the atarting point of a workingtheology. Christianity
is not simply an advanced natural theology or ao advanced Judaism
that the basis of 3ta claims should be made to reat on these being
first mudo good. Neither philosophers nor Jews had been parti-
cularly ready to accept tho goepel.

Christianity bad its own appeal altogother independent of
them) and puts Christ himselt in tho forelront Hence the New
Testament opens with the four gospels. Thescarsthoartless records
of the Apostles’ preaching, and througb the proclamation of their
contents Christianity gained its earliest triumphs. The atory of
L’..rist as told in them contained somo things that might repel,
but thers ate far more that was fitted to attract and win. There
was his manifest sincerity, his simple dignity, the exquisite
balance and wholesomeness of his whole charaoter, his directness
of thought and apeech that took Him into the heart of overy
subject and made it clear, His kindliness and compassion, His
appreciation of little children, His courage, His calm submis-
sion to persecution even unto death; in fine an ideal man.
All these things wero attractive to noble and generous minds.

mystery and constantly in the shadow of tho aupernatural.
Reticent as to His claims, and almoat concealing His miracles,
He yot impredaed all with Hissuperhumanpower. Thoso who
would not belisve Ho was the Son of God had to supposo Him
an agent of the devil. This eloment could not bo ignored.
With many it created difficulty but to many more it furnished
tho very guarantee which they necded, that if they trusted
Him He would be ablo to savethem, Toallthoss whoaccepted
Him tho gospel measago became an inspirstion in thoe life, to
kindlo love ano ~unoble character. The preacher of to-day
cannot follow a better example than that of tho Apostles if ho
would secaro like rosuia.

This preaching of Christ is not quito the same thing as
preaching certain doctrinos about Christ, butb tather the bold-

ing up of the living person in the dotails of his conduct and char.

acter, Doctrines aro inovitable and nccossary to keep ono in a
right sttitudo to the facts, Iven tho Apostles were forced to
reflecot upon tho significance ot theso facts and the Church was
early compolled to formulato thoe true dootrino because of tho
number of erroucous viows being promulgated. But it was never
intendea that theto doctrines should form the staplo of preaching.
The carliest crecds still givo far more spaco to tho recital of facts
than to tho statement of theory about Christ. Tho cry now hemd
overywhere, ¢ Back to Christ,” in so far as it cxpresses disparsge-
mont of the dovelopment of Christian thought is mero cap’ In so
far as it expresses intercst in the person of Chrnst, it dcsorves
encouragoment. If Christ is thus tho beginning of the gcrpel Heo
may bo said to boe also the end of it, and tho discussion might stop
here. But there aro some aspects of Christ's work that dererve
special mention. .

Hence a socond eloment in oar working theology 1a the atoning
value of tho doath of Christ as tho freo ground of our justification.
Jesus ig unique in that his inflaenco has been exorted far more by
His death than by His life. o Himself anticipated this and the
Aypostles fully v u.prehended it Almost the only thing common
to all four gospels is the account of His death., The cross is the
best known symbol of Christian:ty. But tho poveer of it lies not
in the mere description of the fact. It is in tho significance of the
fact as an atoncment for sin, 1.sre again Chrint Himsclf gave His
disciples their startarg point, and they have put tho atonemmont in
the very heart of 21l their teaching. Petcr, John, Paul, all aliko
givo it prominence. In many quarters it was distasteful but they
found that in spite of that 1t was the great attraction in the gospel
for sin-burdened souls. It iastill the e'ement of greatest power.
There 1s a disposition 1n somno quarters toignore it but the preacher
who does so loaes his most effective weapon., It is, however, not
speculaticns about ths atouement which are nceded, but the fact of
the atoncment itself should Lo emphbasized. *

A third element is the constant activity of the ever-living
Savivur for the salvation of His people. Christianity proclairosa
Saviour who died but not a Saviour who isdead. The Apostles
mado much of the resurrection, not for ita talue but as an assur.
ance that the Saviour was now alive. Theactivity of theascended
Christ manifests iteclf under threo forms ; first, as a perpotual
intercession, showing His sympathstic intercet in the needs of His
people; second, in the gift of the Holy Spirit who isHis represen.
tativo and alter ego in the world, and thirdly, by His Church,
which is His body. ‘The Churca is sometimes unduly exalted and
almoatsubstitutedforChrist Himsclf scmetimeaunduly depreoiated.
But in apy case it is an important and valuable organization,
through which Chriat porpetuates Hia activity in the world, This
thought of Christ’s continued interest in the world nceds to bo
emphasized all the more becauso the Church has found it hard to
rotain a firin grasp upon it.  More or less doubting it » multitude
of intercessors, zaints, angels, the Virgiu Mary, huve been put for-
ward to remind Him of our needs aud plead for His interest.
Theso unscriptural cults have gained a stronghold even upon many
intelligent minds. This shows the consciousness of need. But
Christ Himself should bo 8o preached as to render thosounuecessary.

The last feature is tho sure hope of the world’s deliveranco from
sin by the second coming of Christ, This leads into tho region of
eschatology, confessedly a difficult subject, but one that cannot bo
igncred. Thesccond advent is an essential part of the Christian
foith. The main things to be looked at, howover, are not the
time or the manner of it, which sccm to interest so many, but the

objects to be attained by it. The first object is the fibal judgment
of all—a truth which gives tremendous solemmty to life and muat
slways be onc of tho fundamentals of preaching The scriptural
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