
Ilhe Presbyterfau Rev-iew.

Opening of thae Session at the Presbyteriafl
College, Montreal.

Tire fornai upening o! tire Preshytariaa Coltego for tire eneuing
session %vas haeld in tire David Marrice Hall, on lVedneeday avait-

____________________________ing, October 2nd. Tire
- Rev. Dr. M2%auVicar,

Pip i aî the College
occupied thechrair, anal
tire atteardanco wae

* Thora %ve aie on
tb. plat! ormn beaidec thu
chairmen tire Pov- Pro-
fe tssors Ruse, Coussirat

aaCaraspirell, tire Ray.
D.Barclay, tire Revl

r ~ ~Dr. Robert Campbell,
thLb Rev. J M. Cromn-3bic, tire Roq. -Tamnes

McLeod, 'Vhre Rivers,
Rrv. D. H. M'VcÂrr, D.D., PitîNciiÀÎ. and tire 11ev. H. Beatt,

Rockbur2.
The upening addree' was delivered by tire 11ev. Prof. Scrimger,

and h.e chose for iris subjeot I Tire Minister's WoricingTlei'lgy,"
which ire detlned to mean tb. Lireulogy tiret je O.e obiet practical
importatce utire preacher.

Tho Preebyterian Churcir, ir e ajd, lad aiways demanded a
hi.îr ttandard ut education for iLs preachers, bath in gainerai
literature and in theulogy. In this lest tire Ilst ut subjects iras
now hecome formidable. Thre calendar ut ur jueti .utiofl receiitly
received prescrnts no ftwer tran thirteen departmentes witir Carre-
sponding proteaors, and every student ie expected to teiks thaîn
aIl. Nor dues anyono suppose tiret wirmn he bas taken themn allne
knowa Lau muci tor bis work. But iL je neyer contemplateil tiret
lie saoula seek tu conimunicatu ail ut these to the people. That
wouud lie pure, pedantry. Ifer muet nieke a selection ut tirose saab-
jezts wiricb make dhrectly for tire practical ends lie bas in vjew.
Frein tire nrture ut the case Lb. choies muet ire iett ta somai exteait
Lu tire individuel minister, in vîew ut hie uwn testes, speciai. quali-
fications and Lb. neede ut hie parisir. BaiL it je vieil Lu recugnizu
tiret tirr arc certain trutre wl-ich arm important irn ail circuin-
stances. Tbe ubject ot prcaching je everywirere tire saine, and
humen naLure much tire camne. Tire conejderatione that are prac-
tiriaily effective in leeding ta repentance and a better lite lie
mithin a omewhat limited circle. The trutirswirich tirpreacirer
abrould muet ot ail cirtarce in view ut tbns are oiiuly tour.

First, tire unique character anrd persona.lity ut Jetsus Christ.
Metny Lhink thia auglat tae the sterLing point ut ail thcoiogy.
It je at Icaut tire sterling point ot a working*trelogy,. ChristianitY
is not simply an advanced natural thretlogy or au advancedJundais-
tirat thre basis uti:ts uziaimis aiboula bc made Lu rent on thele being
first miadu good. Neitirer philosophera nar Jevis irad been parti-
cularly ready ta accept tire goppel.

Christianity baid its uwn appeal altogether independeiit ut
theuV, and putt Christ ini3cît in tira foret-ont Heuce tira New
Testament ope-is wjtlr Lb. tour gospels. These are the artlesi recorda
of tire Apoatles' jarcaciring, and tirrougir tire proclamation of tiri
eontents Christianity gained ULs eariiest triuWxpi. The atury ut
C..rist as told in tirena containcd nome things tiret migirt repel,
but tirr are fer more tiret iras êitted ta attract and win. There
wrax irs maniteat sirrcerity, iris simple dignity, Lire exqrrisite
balance anrd wholesomeneas utbi huole obareoter, is directoss
u! tirorgirt and speech tiret Louk Mim jnta, the hbout of every
subjeat and made iL cicar, Hia kindliness and compassion, Hie
appreciation ot littie chiidrcn, Hia courage, Hias cain enrm is-
siun tu persecutian ovin uinte, deatir; jn fine an ideai man,.
Ail tisse things irere attractive ta noble and gouerous minds.
But boina ail this tirr waa a personality envcloped in
rny4tcry and constaratly i» tire siradow cf tire supernaiturel.
Ileticent as ta Ilis clairon, ana aimont conctaling Hie miracles,
Me yet iurpreïsed aIl ivith Hiasauperirumaxapowrer. Thoe wiro
wonld not believe Ho wua tire Son uf Coad bcd te suppose Him
an agent ufthLie devil. Tis clement could nuL bu ignared.
Witir many it creatod diffacuity but to maxry mure it turniaircd
tire vcry guarantee which they neoded, tiret if thoy tru3ted
Hlm Ho would b. able Lu sae thcm. To ailtrose whoaccepted
Hlmi the gospel mesage became an inspiration in the lite, te
kindlo love aira -unoble cireractor. The preacirof utct-day
cana toliow a botter exemple tran tiret of tire ApoiLles if ho
would socaro like rosulat.

Tis preachlng ut Christ j: net quito tire samne thing as
preaebing certain doctrines airant Christ, but retirer tirs haid-

ing up 01 the living persan ln the iletail5 of hie condrrct anti cirar.
acter. Doctrines are inovitable and neceury ta keecp one ira a
right attitude to thre facto. levea the Apesties wore torced to
reilct upoar tho aigraificauce of these fauto and tire Chutai NVas
carly cornpelled to furmulato the truce doctrine bccauie of tira
ntîmber of erroneaus views bcing promnigatcd. lia it wua noever
intcnded tiret Iliue doctrines abroula foaimi tire staulo of precing.
Tii. earllcstcrecde stili giyu far more spacO ta thu reoital of facts
than to tire statement of theory about Christ. Tiho cry now heaid
overywhcre, «I Back to Christ," in nu far as it expresses di*parege.
aient uftheb developineait of Chistian thougbt ie maro crn lIn no
far as iL expresses intercet in tire persan of Christ, iL dcserves
encouragument. If Christ is tirus thu be.ginniug ofthe q It<I lie
miay bc eaid tube aie thre end of iL, andl tiru discussion iraglit stop
haro. But thuro aru somo aspects of Cbrist's work tIret deperve
special mention.

Rence a second clement in our wurlring tbeolugy in tire atuning
value ut the deatir ut Chrisrt as the frc ground ut aur justification.
Jesus is unique in tiret bis influence bas been exurted aor mote by
If is death tirni by His life. Ile ilimeait mntripated tis and tho
Apoatles 11i.11y a.'U.jrohended it Almoat, tire orîly illiag comnuon
tu ail four gospelo s the riccount of His dentir. TIi. cross je Lb.
bout known symbol ot Cbristian;ty. But tire pov"er ut iL lies not
in Lh. mer. description ut tire fe-et. IL in in the significance of Lb.
tact asan atenoment tor sn. I ere again Chrint Ilinîsolt gave lits
disciples their startrg point, andi tbey have put tire atancînent ira
tbe very hoart ut ail1 their teacing. Petcr, Jolin, P'aul, ail aliku
givu iL prominenca.. In matiy quarters it was distasteful but tbsy
tound tiret in spite uftha Lirat vas Lire grca't attraction in Lire gospel
for ain.brrrdened saule. IL as atili Lire eltiirenL ut greatest power.
Ther. tas adisposition ru saine quartera ta ignore iL but Lirepreachrr
who dues su lanse bis mont effective weapon. It je, huwever, not
specralatienis about Lb. atouement whicir arecrrceded, but tire tact ut
tbe atcnement iteî shouid L.e ermpbu.ized.

A Liird element je tire constant activity ut tire ever.living
Savitrur for the aivation ut Hie peuple. Christianity proclaitue a
Saviaur wiro died but nuL a Sýv jour jyho in dead. Tire Apastîca
made much uft Lie resurrection, nuL for ils -alune but as an assur.
ance that tireSavieur wasnow elive. Tire ctivity o!the ascended
Christ manifeste iteel! under three forme ; flirnt, as a perpetuai
intercession, showing Hie sympathetic intercet in the needs of i.
people; second, in tire g-ft M~ the Hoiy Spirit who isilis represen.
tativo and alter ego in thre woril, ana tbirdly, iry Ilis Churcir,
whioh je Hie bodly. Tho Chrura ja sometieies unduly exalted and
alm oetaubstjtited for Christ Hlimsif sc me times undrrly deprceoiate d.
But in any case it je an important and valuabie organizatior,
tirougir whieli Christ perpetuates Nie activity in Lire world. This
thougbt ut Chriaea.scozitiuued inUreut in Lhe irorld nceds Lu bc
empirasized ail the mrore because Lire Churcîr bies tound iL lbard ta
retain a firrn graep upan it. Miore or lesu dauirting it a, multitude
of intercessora, craints, angele, tire Virgin Mary, have beau put for.
ward Lu rcmind IIim ut aur needs aud plead for Iis intercet.
These unscriptural cuits have gained a strourgbold cven upon many
intelligent minde. This sbows Lire coniscionsens ut need. But
Christllimrselfsrould ba sa preacired as ta render thoso unnecessary.

Tire lest featuro is tire sure hope ut tire world'a doliveranco fronti
min by tire second comiîag et Christ. This leade into tire rtgion of
eschatology, contesscdly a difficuit subject, but une tirat cannot bu
ignored. The second ad% eut in an essential part of tire Christiana
faitir. Tho miain Limoge ta bie looked at, hoiwever, are nat tire
Lime or tire manner ot it, wbicir aem L uient no rrany, but the
objecte Lu bu attained by iL The tirât abject in tira fanai judgment
ut ail-a trutb wlrich Rives tremendous soicmniLy to lIte and muet
alwaya b.e une ut tire frandamentala ut preachiarg 'lho scriptural
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