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e rsDAY | Such prayer by wmachinery may make | eflectivein the work.  He would stimu | and wherever she could render aid she | ger, if not certairty, that most of Ho-ltems, and disglaying the difetent o=
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One moves §n silence Yy the s cam,
With sad, yet waiehfv] eyes,

Calm as the patiens planet’s gleam
Fhat walks the ¢-uded skles.

Along iis front no scbres shine,
No blood-red pennons wave ;

Its Lannee bears the mg!c lLine,
** Qus duty Is tosave,”

Tor thos+ the sculptor's laurelled Ly,
The tullder's mathle plles,

The anthems pealir o'cr their Jdus
Throughlong c:lhcdral aules.

For these the Llossom spnnkled tusf
That floods the lonely graves

When spring tolls in her sea green sutl
In Rowery-foaming wanes,

Cwo paths icad upward trum below,

And eogels wait above,
And count each Lurning hife droj« flow,

L Each falling tear of Love.
Y «» . Whilo Valour's haugh.y champions walt
LN Till all thele scars are shoven,
AL Love walks unchsllenged through the gate,
dvae. .. ¢ Toalt beside the Throne !
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S CRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS
L. OF THE SHORTER
SRR CATECHISM.
s \ BY BRY A B, MACMAY, MOVTEEAL.
SR XCIX.
1. ONE of the sights at Hampton Court
Tt‘ is & maghificent vine whose fruitfulness

12 LAl

- fis the admiration of all beholders.
- . Many Christians, asthey have gazed on
* jts branches, laden with countless clust-
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Him and trusting Him continu.
/ ; As a branch cannot bear fruit
A% 4 except it abide in the vine, 30 we must
"L 7 temain barren except weare united to
: Christ by faith and love. Apart from
.. Hire, and the spititual power and life
. that proceed from Him, we can do
nothing. To be out of Him, is to bes
dead and withered branch, whoas rate
it is to be burned.

But when our hearts rest on Him,

" all that is needed to make us fruitful to
%7 he utmost extent, is to have our minds
" fully colightened in the knowledge of
Wt His wille It s ible to trust 1im
75" though the knowledge we have of His
" will 1s very imperfect. A child in grace
.+ may trust Him and Jove Him just as
* truly as a mature saint, thgt_:gh he is
{>: from having the same spiritual inte].
higence.  But as he ponders the words
of Jesus, ana his mind expands, and his
expenience broadens, his intelligence
incrcases.  Thus he goes from strength
to strength, he delightsvimselfinore and
. morein jhe Lord, and finds that just in
. the measurein which his mind s enlight.
. ened inthe knowledge of His wilt does
" he receive whatsoeser he asks. That
promis¢ becomes very precious and
very real, “ Delight thyself in the Lord
and he will give thee the desites of
thinc heart,”

Now, the whole Rible is helpful in
teaching us what is sccording to God's
{1, but jesus knew that growth in this

Sdecge would be pradual, white our

. atould always be very many and
ﬂ?a!. Thetefore, i great love to
w, ¢ has gathered together a
number of petitions, <ich and all of
which arc according to His Father's
will. He has done this to guide us in
prayer, and to prevent that perplexity
which rises from imperfect knowledge.
We should therefore be sery grateful to
Him fur thus condescending to our
weaknessand i?norance; and reverently
and thoughtfully use those petitions He
has put into our lips, remembering that
it is One who knows the will of God
perfectly who has said, “After this
mannet pray ye"

These petitions are commonly, but
somewhat inaccuistely called *¢The
Lotd’s prayer.” They were given at
" the request of His disciples, who said

to Him, *Lord, teach us to pray, as
John also taught his disciples.” They
were repeated in the Sermon on the
Mount, when ke warned them against
‘those osteitations and mechanical
pnayers which onl* feed pride and sup-
erstition. Some nations put & number
of prayers In & box which Is turned by
machinery, and they think that when
each prayer comesto the top, it Is pre-
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d1eect us in prayer, Lut the specral sule of
direction, fs that form of prayer whick
Christ tancht Bis Disaples, emmmonly
carlted the Lord's &2 ayer,

- o .
SUCCESSFUL
TYNDENT.
BY TIE RIV. MENKL G, DIRCHDY,

THE SUPERIN

A short time ago, Mr. Ralph Wells,
that veteran Sunday-school  worker,
sent out 1nvitations to the superintet d.
crts of New York Cuy and viainity 1o
meet at his house and discuss the above
topic.
The discussion was animated and
thorough, Many valuable suggestions
were weade.  The leader, from his wide
and varicd intercotrse will all phases of
Sunday-school work, was ahle to dir-
ect the toought in clean-cut chaunels,
and to so clench the suggestions that
they could casily be carried away,
Hc divided the subject into four
parts: (1) The man himsell; (2) Pis
retation to his teachers; (3) His rela.
tion to the work ; {4) Dfficultics and
discouragements,  But in the discus
sion these divisions were found more
or less interwoven the one with the
other. Sifting the discussiss, the fol-
lowing thoughts came to the surface :
The successful superintendent as a
man witl be a good coaductor. As a
conductor of a railroad train is expect.
ed to know all about histrain, from the
engineet's cab to the e-Car, 10 8
intendent familiar
Sl -
W A

ile will be a ‘"house-band ; " that is,
his influence will be so generally felt
that all the working forces of the school
are bound together inand by him.

He will be a man of business, prompt
to meet all his cngagaments, with adue
regard to the value ol time, and a keen
apureciation of order and system.

He will be a good execuuve of the
expressed will of the teachers, cven
though at times he may dissent from
their judgment. Instead of antagoniz-
ing their will, he will 1y to educate
them to his own vicw,

He will be 2 man of prayer. His
difficulties and discouragcments will be
borne to the Throne of Grace, and left
there, that they may not prove hind-
rances and obstacles in the way of the
wor%e He will pray ofien for and with
his tuachers. His hife will savour of con-
stant communion and fcllawship with
his Master.

One gentleman suggested that the
successful superintendent will be a full
man, and in the course of his remarks
stated that a brilliant speaker was rare.
ty a zood superintendent, He illus.
trated this thought by the fact that the
copper wires carrying the clectne fluid
were cold, because they were good con-
ductors, whereas the carbon points,
because poor conductors, flashed and
blazed brilbantly. So a good superin-
tendent will be a good conductor of
power and energy to his fellow-laborers
without outshining them with his
brilliance. Hig fuliness of knowledge
will be less noticeable in his public ad-
dress than in the inspiration he con-
veys to his tcachers and through them
to the whole school.

And tke last sugpestion made under
this head was that the successful super-
intendent will be an enthusiast.  His
heast and soul will be wrapped up in his
work. He will be instant in season and
out of scason, The high and honour-
able office, to which his Master has
called him, will be prized a3 a privilege,
and faithfully occupied by him as &
true and loyat scrvant.

It was generally accepted, under the

tendent, in relation to his teachers,
would be intimately acquainted with
each onc of them. He would know
cach teacher's trend of thought and
general habut of life as accurately as a
gce:od teacher should know each mem-

r of bis clage. With this end in
view, he would gain the confidence and
esteem of his co-workers. He would
visit them in their homes, study their
abilities, and adapt himself to their
needs  He would suggest ways and

v vente ta'their god, and so all is well.
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next devision, that s successful superin. |

‘I'he time occupied in the discussion
so far, had consumed the greater part
of the evening, andthe reinaining points
were very brielly glanced at.

It was unammously agreed that the
successful supenntendent would open
and close the sessions of the school
promptly on time. In the opening
exercises, he wmll not trench on the
teacher’s provirce by squeezing all the
juice out of the lesson cre the teachers
take it up with their classey. It requires

gent study to so launch the lesson that
the scholars shall be hungry for it and
the teochers inspired 1o deliver it It
may Lkc done; and, when well done,
11 to the advantage of both teacher and
scholar. Dunng the teaching ime the
successful superintendent will scc that
nothing is permitted to disturb the
classes.  No bouks or papers should be
interrupted in any way. ‘The timc al.
sacred. ‘The disturbing element in
any class will be made to fee! the
presence of the superintendent, not so
much by word as by took. He will be

school with watchiul eye, keen cars, and
silent tongue; and his very presence
witl be helpful and stimulating.

The time allotted for teaching should
not be cut dows. for any consideration.

any other affair, should be permittedto
interfere with the teaching of the
lesson. .
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Buf will'assign that” duty, at times, to
onc ot arother of his teachers, and
thus develop what is often undiscover-
ed talent in many schools. He will
protect his school from prosy, long-
winded spcakers, and will mercifully
use the gag.

He will recognize the pastor and
officers ¢f the church as his colleagues
and supcriors i the general work, He
will ever make the school subsidiury to
the best interests of the whole Church;
and he will confe: with his pastor
especially, and enlarge or modify plans
to accord with his sugpesiion. In
other words, he will be his pastor's
right-hand man,—8 5. 7imes.

—

Mission Work,

THE LATE MRS. McLACHLAN.
(N£E 11271E STEVENS, TORONTO.)

[ To the Bditer of tie 'muzavremian Ruvigw. |

DBAR S1r,—No doubt you have, prior
toth’ , heard of the death of Mrs. Mc-
Lachlan, wifc of the Rev. Alexandct
Melachlan, who, with Mr. Jenanyan,
left Awncrica last winter to establish
the St Paul’s Instiiute” in Tarsus.

The very high csicem in which the

deparied one was held prompts me to
whie you a few lincs respecting her.
. For some years before her marriage
it was my good fortanc to know her.
And while our friends were on the way
to the scene of thei~ present labours we
had the great pleasuze of having them
with us as guests for ten days, when 1
had further a{:ponunity of becoming
acquainted with her. Again, last sum-
mer, Mrs. McNaughton and I spent two
of the pleasantest months of our lives
with Mr. and Mrs. McLacllas in the
Taurus mountains,

My first impressions of Mrs. Me-
Lachlan were of the most favourable
kind. An extended acquaintance not
only confirmed these impressions but
me me opportunities of observing het

utiful Christian life and feeling the
genlal influence of a nature strong and

ure,

I feel sssured that all who knew her
intimately will endorse me in saying,
that it {3 rare to find in one so young
the graces of true Christian
clearly aud potitively exhibited. Per
hape het greatest charm was her sweet,
generous, unselfish zpirit.  Forgetful of
self, and always ready 1o do one a

means whereby they might be more
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a wise superintendent and much dili-

distributed. Nor should the teacherbe |

lowed for teaching should he inviolably | &g

able to move unnbirusively about thel g

Neither visitor;, Christmas music, nor}-

houfs lets us into the ttue sceret of her
Fowcr and snfluence, T will take the
ibety of quoting a few hines: * As
the end approached atl the friends were
summoned to bid her good-bye, and as
each entered the room she grected them
witha smile and some word of com.
fott. Indeed when cvery heart around
the bed was atmost breaking with gricf,
she alone remained calm and cven
cheetful, and though assured by the
doctor that she might pass away at any
moment, interested herself in cach one
of ¥3 and gave us many assurances of
‘willingniess to obey the summons
wiuerer it might come. She remained
Wcms untila few minutes of the last
nd inepired us all to a firmer trust in
thi{Baviour. 1never could have thought
hg 49¢h Lalm confioence was possible
Ja Jhe last hour. It was more than
alyeltour, and has been such a help
to We itf bearing the heavy loss.”
he-early death of Mrs, Mcl.achian,
thegigh It brings with it the perfection
‘happincss, brings also” with it a
loes to the cause of Christ here,
d ber husband who has our most
prayers and decpest sympathy
sfkhis  dark, sad hour. The good
ppoat who crowncd the departed will
Mtotget the bereaved, and although
(B mpstcrious Providence of snatching
& life so young and promising is
Inexplicable, yet we cannot doubt
ine wisdom.

Jaugs P. McNavcuroy,
Americzn Missionary,
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REV, DONALD MACGILLIVRAY,

;‘% gv. Dowalb MacGiitivray, of
oih.Honan Mission, reached Chefo .
Dec. 181, From letters recently received

we inake the following extracts . —

It is gencrally supposed that only the
Province of Honan suffers from floods;
and anly the Yellow river overflows its
baaks. ‘This is wide of the mark. The
whole of North China suffers. The
cause of these floods is said to be the
wide-spread deforestation for fuel pur-
poses. The people must have wood,
as, cxcept in a few places, the enor-
mous coal fields of China lic undevel-
oped, owin. to the superstitious dread
ofthe anger ol the Earth Dragon, The
taginal breach in the Yellow river
snept away 6,000 feet of embankment.
The closing of such a breach agairsta
cutrentof ten miles an hour and 100 feet
deep would be no casy task for skilled
Western engincers.  DBut for Chinamen
to close such a breach before the
attumnal freshets set in, was 2 task
utopian in the extreme. There was
mich delay at the beginning of opera-
uens and much suspected peculations
of [mmensc sums that greatly hindered
ths lmperial Govemment.  Scveral
ccnussioners of high rank were de-
gryded on these and other grounds,
Daring the course of the summer the
commissioners petitioned th: Emperor
fos an clectric light, five li (13{ miles)
of pailway, with 100 trucks for carting
cafth, and two steam launches. The
rejuest was granted and the necessary
plat ¢t sent on from Shanghai,  Thus the
tonsportation of material became com-
pepatively rapid.  But the difficulties
wc‘:: great. Timberwas scarce, the carth
of country about of a sandy nature, hav-
ing little or no cohesive power, and the
ccdies at the trench did much damage.
The steam launches at lait were found
ursctviceable. At length the accidental
sinking of a junk stopped the work.
When the autumn freshets came a wide
gap still remained unfilled. Therelore,
crér since the original break, there has
been & steady outpour of water into
South Honan and Anhul. In conse-
quenee, the fooded distriets have re
wained flooded, the outlets yet found
being insufficient to drain off the water.
Pat of the floods have gone out by
t 0ld ncgheast channel, part by the
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1l rivers, and part it is feared is flow-
I sut by the Yang-Tal Klang ; and, if
ill probably silt up that noble stream
mouth and upwards and so render

, i!‘.c Macnab strect Preshyterian, church

o0y

survey of the whole tiver as the first
step towards the solution of the great
problem.  This would require s me
yoars, duning which the toods would be
allowed to remain av they are.  ‘There
opinion is, that the flood has done all
the damage it can, and that scverat
years spent in solving the problem for
all time would abundantly compensate
fortnetemporary loss of muchof Honan.
Some oave of opinion that the people
should he assisted to emigrate, say to
Mongoha, where there is ample room.

Many of the sufferers are, of course,
employed in the work of filling up the
breach. But untold misery 13 now pre-
vailing. The northern provinces are
literally swarming with refugees from
the flooded districts, whose sole oceu-
pation is begging, as they arc on the
verge of starvation.
» ®

I am cxpecting soon to go north to
Tientsin, and then south by river or
cart to Yong K Cwang, where Goforth
is now with the missionarics of the
American Board., Afler consultation
with Dr, Cerbett I decided to go inland
at once, 1 teceived a cordial welcome
from Drs. Smith and McClure.

bl g ot

W.F. M. S, PRESBYTERIAL
ANNUAL MEETINGS.

ilasILTON.

Tik annual meeting of the Hamilton
Presbyterial Women's Foreign Mission
Society way held in the schoolroom of

. * -

He said the gicat curses of Indio are
oplum and tiquor, and closed Ly male
Ing an appeal for asuistance. Duridg -
the evening music was furnished by the
choir, and Miss Kraft and J. Motley . | ',
sang solos. Pl I
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MISSIONARY NOTES.

. A MEcar Missioxn has been cstaly
lished in the Esquilino, in Romg,
new quarter where workmen and t
familics reside. . ‘A
o ¥

Tur Committce of the SouthtM. :: 2
Presbyterian  Church has recently B
pointed Edgar Woods, i, M. 1).,°W., -
& Medical Missionary, and has assigif
cd him to the work at T'sing-Kiangp#, . . ¢
China, where his brother, the Rev, M~ -
M. Woods, is stationed, Dr. Wordd '
is a young man who gave up fattefidg ¢ °
business prospects that he might ‘.
himsalf for Medical Mission work, v -+
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Tue Fiji Islands Mission has 27,099+~ .
church members, and 101,150 attend- "7 .
ants at public worship. Fifty ye <. K

a%o there was not a Christian on
islands, now there is not a
The people are liberal in propg
their means. A call to the

school for fiftcen missionaries;fof; !
dangerous and unhealthy work fa, N
Guinea was responded to '

volunteers. t:’.’

In a city is the middle of
vince of Kiang-tu, China, a 5 3
mad rioters threatened the lived st -
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chair. " Afer the reading of the repol
of the different societies, the Secretary,
Mrs, Grant, presented her report, a
synopsis of which is as follows: Dur-
ing the year six new Auxiliaries have
been added; namely, Simcoe, Port
Dover, Drummond Hili, Niagara Falls
South, Niagara Falls, Dunnville and
St. Anns. %‘wo new Mission Bands,
the " Golden Rule” in Caledonia and
the * Duds of Promisc” in St. Paul's
church, Hamilton, have bern formed.
The sociely in Etskine church, hereto-
forc a Mission Band, now becomes an
Auxiliary, making in all twenty-three
Auxiianes and thirteen Mission Bands,
with a total membershin of about 1,054,
The contribudions have also increased.
The decreased contnubutions in three of
the Societies is accounted for by the
sbsence of life membership fees. The
total amount to be sent to the General
Socicty is $2.484.57,an increase of $280
over last year, In addition to this St.
Paul’s church furnished a hospital outfit
for China, costing $77.45, and Lyne
doch sent $50 55 10 Mr. Goforth for the
benefit of the Chinese sufferers.  Four
large trunks filled with dolls, toys and
fancy aruicles were also sent to India.
‘The report also referred to the death of
Mirs. W, W. Grant, who, as President of
St. Paul's auxiliary, was a Vice-DPresi.
dent of the sccicty.  Contnbutions
during the year 1388, total $284 57,
The ‘Treasurer's report shawed the re.
ceipts to be $2,373 87 and the expendi
turces $74.90, | aving a balance on hand
of $2,298.97. All the reports werc
adopted. Rev. J. Wilkic aadressed
thc ladies. ‘The following officere
were elected : Mrs. Lyle, President ;
Mrs. Malloch and the Presidents of
the differernt Aunxiliaries and Bands,
Vice-presidents; Mrs, Grant, Secretary;
Miss Clark, Treasurer, It was decided
to hold a semi-anpnual mecting at Cale-
donia the first Thursdayin June. The
question of Inviting the central society
to hold its annusl mecting here was
discusscd and it was left to the local
auxiliaries,
. In the evening a well-attended mis-
sionary mecting was held in $t, Paul's
churct. Rev. Dr. laidlaw way the
chairman, and several other minister,
including Rev, S. Lyle. B.D., Rev. Dr.
Laing, Rev. J, H, Ratcliffey (St. Cath-
arines), and Rev, Dr. Frar>r were pre-
sent. The highly satisfactory roports
of the ladies' society weze read an
Rev. Mr. Ratcliffe, on behall of the
Preshytery thanked the 'adies. Healso
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d| 3rd Vice-President, Miss Mcma.:\
Corresponding Secretary, Mre. Dr. X

workese.and their- families;- o’ sl
ke an’ aperinsntd '
‘ , 'y LA 'b’k'.
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bk dg al-tiey g
their ladies to call upon the ‘ g
women,” a3 they called them, sodyHe- -
side of three months, there weie "tk -

verts in three of the official respdebd&” * .
of the city. 5 bm:\ Wl
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HERE ar~ two facts in conpé A
with missiv:s which ought ta’ M-
the soul like a trumpet.”” ThHe lag': \..
that the numbar of couverts ju’ R AR
has more than doubled within tet' yeags, -+ - | -
and now exceeds 30,000 is proof that - !

Chr stian work is eminently sudegy
there, and should act as a stimhjyg
maore abundant taboure.  The I
Missionary Socicty, withouly thirty §
lish missionaries in Madagascar,

the astonishing number of 828 nakie
ordained ministers, and 4,395 J0aHY

preachers, with 61,000 churchmcnibes R
and 280,000 adherents. 'R

Gop has been prepacing
dom of Japan for the ¢
the Christian  religion for
many years.  Therr templef
will pla.nly show that their hefats;
been gradually and wondetfully'w
away from their old idol [
Thew past support zone, their «
treats closed, whither should thry
God closed the temple doors
them before he opencd that:oh; et 3y
hurch,  In 17ty there w- - :
meration of the temples of jamm .
and the whole number was foun

i
303,087,  Again in 1885, 171, Sy
later, another enumeration was o
amii the whele number was loundggple ~
only 57,842, or 335,245 less topplos (vat i
than 171 years beforc.s is, Srsgﬂ, Lo
indicates 2 wonderful religious chyst: ; i
The people have tumed from theitdgnt--
ples and now they arc looking,ﬁ
Jesus. ‘ doita’,
Tue tenth annual mceting ofdahe
Catleton Place Auxilary of the \Ra K. -+
M.Socicly was held at Dr. MacEjpals .~
residence on Thursday, the tothidmst~® o
In the absence of the D'resident, ilr: oo <.~
A. A. Scott, the meeting was condAYed -,
by Mrs. MacDona'd and Miss Mches- . .
tie. The amount eomtibutedm,;.‘x. .
by 1nonthly envelopes of mem Ly d
95 ; Thank offerings Zion and Stphe. '
crews churches, $88.40; totzl, $rabedy. * .-
The ofticers elected for 18391t &
President, Mre. A, A Scott; 1st .
President, Mrs. D. MacDonald ;yeld ¢
Vice-President, Mrs, A. Camphdl;’
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Ewen; Treasurer, Miss Stark bfge:'ls ¢

kind whatever sacrifi it 4s unnavigable as the Yellow river | spoke strongly in favour of the mission | clected). Miss Mary Bell was ap RN
m:ngg' she became & gr;: :‘h:;ug; it4lf, The flow carries immense quan: ['work, . . delegate to attend the fifth ?r{ g
withall tifes of unfertile sand and detritus| Rev. J. Wilkie then gave an interest- | meeting of the Presbyterial MM; T
The missionaries found in her a trye [ fedm the barten mountains of Mongolia. | ing address on India, referring to the | meet at Renfrew the fourth Tu\eﬂ!.d.w, !
friend and sympathizet in all their work, ! Hgnce it s said that there is great dan- | customs of the natlves, theit social sys- | Fedruary, . :!!“i : 5‘ r""‘\
‘ '\"; ‘\i f,:‘\ E 'i
: R

g e A A T g T g e T T T T T LR
-T‘}‘”:v—:‘m' ' ,F'? R '{“4;-/- & "". . "-:'.'.I _‘L_'. . :‘."’ _\.C ),1 .’;;K:qy: S s \" ’: “ N \\' ' .y '\:C‘ —J,y‘i, ',ry',‘.) ' ‘J zﬁ‘;’ g r}lf.i‘k:“-f‘?;
T LA SO TR RN A 30 (A gE SR SR A SR S -+ SR NS TS DR RGN TR AL M L f e, ofd



