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inust equally join in the coînmon satisfaction iii the mneasure of suc-
cess whichi lias beeni achieved.

Six years back, whien the subject ;vas disctusseci iii this hall, tlhel.î
wvere probably not a few who viewved the propositions tMien subiinitted
as merely fanciftil theories. Othiers wvho did iiot refuse to recoguiize
their bearing, entertained the feeling that ixniiny grave diliculties
presented themselves to interfère with any suiccessfiil attempt to
reform or modify usages so anicient, as the compputation of tiine. But
the Institute, as a body, ;vas liop--ful. Tie action taken )y tie Couiei
t'O uxtend the field of discussion and awvaken the attention of foreigiu
communities, evinced confidence, and ;ve miay now ask, wvas this
confidence justified ? XVhat are the fluets to-day? Twvelve miontlîs
hiave passed sinice an important cliantige in the notation of Raiiway
Time wvas made Nvith general approval throughout the lengtlî and
breadth of North Amierica, a revolution in thie usages of sixty millions
of people lias been silently effected and with scarcely aý trace th)at it
lias liappened. A proceeding wvhich lias been followed by evenits of
equal importance. On the lst of October last a bodly of accredited
delegates frorn the diff'erent nations, on the inivitationi of the Presi-
dent of tlie «United States, met in conference to consider the l)robleiii
first submlitted to the world h)y t.his Institute. The delegates Nvere
the representatives of twenty-five (25> civilized nations. The con-
ference continuied during flic whole month of October, anid, as a body,
thiey camne to conclusions affectilig ail l)eolles living indeî' our
tlieories of civilizationi.

It was early understoo(l that a determinatioîî 'vth respect to Uni-
versaI. Time wvas not possible without the general recognition of an
initial mieridian. Hence the importance attaclîed to its choice,
tlîat it should be universally accepteci.

For niany vears attemnpts ]lave been nmade to effect the establish-
ment of an initial mieridian recogynized iii coiniion b)y ail nations,
but every attemipt lîitherto hiad proved coinpletely unsuccessfiul. It
is therefore the greater cause for congaratulation, that the efforts of
the Washington conference hlave siicceeded iii its deterîninatioin.

The discussionis of the conference were long, and hein g carried on
in different lanruacres, could iiot hiave Ibeen of equal interest to ill
preseut. Translations becaine niecessaryv, $0 tliat ail the deleg:îtes
nuight eqîîally miderstanld the propositionis wvhiclh were daily sul)flt-
ted. Thîis necessary course prolonged the sessionîs and unultiplied,


