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CANADi2 ./ FIR)s UNDERWRITERS’ ASSOCTATION
ANNUAL MEETING.

There is a very great misconception in the public mind
as to the vbjects of a Fire Underwriters Association, people
heing apt to imagine that the whole aim of such an associa-
tion is to force and maintain rates at the highest possible
poiat. ‘T'his idea is entirely ecrroncous, for, as b heen
i shosen by the Government Returns, to which attenuion was
called by president Kenny at the late annual mecting held
in Montreal, the average rate of premium charged in Canada
was absolutely lower at the date of the last report (1887)
than when the Canadian Fire Underwriters Association
wis irst established, and this, as we ourselves havealready
end.avored to demonstrate, is mainly if not altogether owing
to the inducements held out by the associated offices, nct
oaly to individuals but to municipalitics for improvement
in scparate risks, and also for the better fire protection in
towns and villages.

While, as was tobe cxpected, a large amoun. of the bu-
siness brought up at the late meeting of the Underwriters
wasof apurely formal and routine character, of little inte-
test tothose not  connected directly with the fire insurance
business, yet there were one or two subjects of such vital
importance to the public as well as the companies, that we
think in justiceto themsclves the latter should have pub-
lished a few facts which would have dispelled some of the
false notions generally prevailing in regard to the associa-
tion being antagonistic to the inter=sts of “1syreds and pro-

perty owners,

First'there were the reports upon electric lighting made
by two of the association’s paid inspectors (both first class
clectricians), describing the various towns and cities in On-
wrio whaose clectric lighting systems both public and pri-
vate had leen examined, witk. the improvements insisted
upon and carried out, in order to minimize the fire hazard,
and we sincerely regret that a similar inspection has not
been applied tothis Province. We ageee with the above
inepector’s reports that with proper safe-guards eiectricity
is the least hazardous method of lighting, but without those
safeguards it may be one of the most dangerous.

Secondly, there were the inspectors’ Reports regarding
schedule rated risks. and the fire protection of cities and
municipalities. Ve understand that about two thousand
saecial hazards have been inspected or reinspected during
the past tweive months, and that ina very large number of
cases improvements mor or less had been made, owing tn
the re-luction in rates*o be obtained for such improvements,
and further, many about to put up some factory or work-
shop had voluntarily applied to the association for 2. des-
cription of the “Standard” building which would cnable
them to insure at the lowest rate. Then again many towns
and vill:ges have taken advantage cfthe means offered by
the association to obtain lower rates, and several municipa-
lities have been raised in their classification through im-
provement of their fire protection 2pphances in accordance
with rules laid down ; Belleville for instance, which used to
rank as a ‘“ D” town, having adopted a system of water
works, is now classed “ A,” and the fire insurance rates
lowered about 25 per cent.! Let uc ask any unprejudiced
person whether he thinks we should cver have obtained
the recent improvements to our fire protection in Montreal
but for the pressure brought to v r by the undernwriters
association.

1t will thus be seen that the mere question of rates forms
a verysmallitem inthe aims of the Canadian fire under-
writers association (although it may be the pivot upon
which the whole fabric revolves), and that apart from rates
the  promotion of the interests of fire insurance business in
Canada” (one of the objects of said association) is of equal
importance to the public as to the companics, and that the
former could permanently benefit by the break un of the
association with the utter chaos which would follow, is as



