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C&NADIA . FIR:teU!NDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION
ANN<UAL NIEMN1G.

Tilcre is a very great misconception in the public mind
as to the ojcîs of a Fire Underwriters Association, people
liiing ala t0 imagine tbat t11e wbole aani of such an associa-
tionl is to fo:ce and inaintain rates rit the higliest possible
poinat. Thais idca is cntircly erroncous, for, as bi heen
sthni.n by the Governiment Returns, Io wvbich attention 'vas
cillcd by president Kenny aI the late annual meeting bield
in Monireal, the average rate ofpremiuni cbarged in Canada
Wais absoluîcly lowvcr at tbc date of tbe lasi report (z 837)
tian whcin the Canadian Fire Uniderwriters Association
%v ti trit established, and this, as wc ourselves have already
cîad.:avorcd 10 demonst-ate, is mainly ifnot altogether oiving
to the rnducements lield out L-y the associated offices, not
o.îly to imdividuals but to iunicipalities for improvcment
iu sep.iraue risks, and also for the better lire protection in
tomis and villages.

WVhite, as 'vas Io be expccted, a large anioutiii of th bu-
siness brought up at the late meceting of the Unideravritcrs
%vas of a purely f.ormait and routine ch1îricter, of litt1e intc*
rest 10 those not conncîed dirculy witb the fire insurance
business, ycî there wvcre one or tivo subjects of such vital
importance to the public as Nvell as the companics, that we
think in justice to tbcmselves the latter should have pub-
lisbed a few facts wvhich would have ldispelled sonie of the
false notions gecerally prevailing in regard 10 the associa-
tion being anîagonisîic to the interists of »-isircds and pro-
perty owners.

First'therc wvere the reports uipon elecîric lightiaîg made
lIb two of the issociation's îîaid inspectors (both first class
t.lectricians), describing tbe varionis towns and cities in On-
tarloi whose clectric lighting systems both public and pri.
vate lbad l-en examined, wvitl. the improvements insisted
tapon and carried ont, ifl order to mininaize the ire Itazard,
and we sincerely regret tbat a similar inspection lias not
1,,en applied 10 Ibis Province. WVe agree with the above
. IFpector's reports that -%Viti% proper safé.guards eieetriciîy
it tbc le.ist biazardous iinetbod of lighting, but withouî tbose
saféguards il may bc one of the mosî da'igerous.

Secondly, there were the mnspectors' Reports regarding
schedule ra:ed risks. and the lire protection of cities and
niunicipalities. IVe understand that about two thousand
special bazairds have been inspected or rcinspecîed during
the past twe;ve monthis. and that in a very large nunaber of
caises improvements ni.. or less had bren made, owving ho
the re-luction in rates ýo be obîained forsuch iniprovements,
and further, many about ho put up sorne factory or work-
sbop had voluntarily applied to the association for zi des-
cription of the <'Standard" building wbich would enable
them to insure at the lowest rate. Then agaîn many towns
and vil! -.ges have taken advantage crtl:e means offered by
tbe association to obtain lower rate.j, and several municipa-
lites have been raised in tlieir classification tbrough ina-
hirovemient of their fire protection appliances in accordance
%viî1î rtales laid down ; Belleville for instance, wvbich used to
rank as a'" D" town, biaving adopted a systemt of waîer
workc, is now classcd "lA," and tîxe lire insurance rates
!overed about 2.: per cent.!1 Let u!: ask any unprcjadiced
person avbether hir tbinks we sliould ever bave obtained
tîte recent improvements 10 our fire protection in Montreal
but for the pressure broughit to ' r by thie undenvriters
association.

It wvill thus be seen that the nmere question o! rates forîns
a very small itcm in tbe aims o<' the Canadian lire under-
ivraters association (although it may bc thie pivot upon
which the whiole fabric revolves), and that apart front rates
the "lpromotion of tbe interesîs of lire insurance business in
Canada"' (one of the objecîs of said association) is of equal
importance to the public as to thie companies, and that the
former couild pernmanently benefit by the break un of tbe
association with the utter chaos ivhich woffld fohlow, is as


