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NOTES ON THE WHITE-THROATED SPARROW.
By L. Mcl. TerriLL, WestmounTt, Que.

Even after fif‘ccn years’ acquaintanceship, I st

1
forward to the arrival of the White-throated Sparrow as a chief
event in the sg :n: migration.

irds confine them selves dmﬂ_\ to the open country at this
time; in fact few wood-dwellers have begun to arrive. Hard-
wood groves carpeted with Hepaticas and other blossoms hold
some attraction for bird life. but in the gloom of the evergreen
swamp few notes are heard. Here, the hardy Skunk-cabbage
is alone strong enough to force its way through snow and ice-
jater; a Winter Wren occasionally bubbles forth its overflow
of spirits, and possibly at twilight you may hear the Hermit
Thrush. yei it requires the frequency of the White-throat's
cheery whistle to wake one feel entirely at home.

Imn tely on their arrival on the average about the
27th of April) one may find these sparrows n.ur(-d and settled
in their breec haunts. After 1!11- first of .\!.z}' it is usual to
hear indiv Mm;:\ in city gardens (in one instance a lumber vard
in the he f the city was chosen by a bird which sang nearly
L-\'rr} from the 14th to the 20th of May), but these }
are more " northern than local residents. During the three
or four el ] the White-throats sing a
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