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NOTES ON THE WHITE-THROATED SPA RROW.

Bv L. McI. TERRILL, WESTMOtUn, QVE.

Even after tlfteen years' acquaintanceship, 1 stili look
forward to the arrivai of the White-throated Sparrow as a chief
event in the spring migration.

Birds confine tbemselves cbiefly to the open coutry at this
tinie; in fact few woad-dweliers have begwi f0 arrive- Hard-
wood graves carpeted witb Hepaticas and other blossoms hoid
sone attraction for bird life. but in the gioom offlue evergreen
swaznp few notes are heard. Here, the hardy Skunk-cabbage
is alone st rang enougu f0 force its way through snow and ice-
waler; a Winter Wren occasionaiiy bubbies forth es overflow
of spirits, and possibiv at twilighi you may bear the Hernit
Thrush. yi:- it requires the frequcncy of thxe White-throat's
cheerv whistle tu itiake une feei eitirp!y at homie.

Jmnmediatevy on their arriva] >n tlue average about the
27tb of April) one may find these sparrows paired and setled
in their breeding haunts. After thue first of May it is usual to
hear individuals in citv gardens (in ane instance a lumber i.ard
in thxe heart of fthe city was chasen by a bird which sang ncariy
everv morning from thxe 14t h ta the 201 h of May), but these birds

aemore likelv nort hern than local residents. During the throe
or four wceks follr>wing their arrivai tlue White-throats sing a
great deal: even at night anc wiIl often bear a sudden burst bif
sang. Usually the saine number of notes are uttered, thoughi
the var-ia: ion in pit ch and inflect ian is considerable. Later. t'ben
the breeding season is far advanced, notes are frequently
omitted; often tbe first two alone are uttered. the second beingmuch short ened and abruptlyv te.rmiinated. One feels.an hearing
this late summer sang, t bat the bird bas flot flnishcd wat if
staried ta, say: as if the impulsive singer were denied thue right
ta sing vet could hardlv repress the sang. The abrupt full-stop
suggests sadness. --oliv.ous for the moment, thc White.-tbrot
is suddenlv rerrinded of fthe dving summer. Stili later. in late
August anýd September. thougu indiiduals wili sometimes sing
the spring sang in ifs entirelv. it is more usuai to hear thue first
note onlv ani that much shortcned. an utterançe that would
readilv escape detertian.

Comparat ively few birds commence nesi ing ;i May. t hougu
1 h-ave foun<l several complet e sets ini that month- OniMay I Sth.
,o 10. my earliest record. 1 locaîcd two parliaill completed nests;

a wcek later found these nests abandoned, and two others with
ane and four eggs respect ively. This habit of abandoning nests
when <lisi urtied. in cormon'withi suclu birds as fthe Ovënbird.
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