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cess is going pi), as it were, undergrounid. In June 1863 a young
inonk Ivas ridilig iii a diligence fromi Palermo to a neighhbouring village;,
whiere( lie hield the eoffice of sacramental chaplain. In his band was a book
whichi lie IVas readiing witl eager and startled avidity-Dr. dle Sanctis'
Treatise on the Mass-whieh lie hiad purchased at Palermo, believiîîg
that lie had bought some Romishi ianual of devotion, ivhich would help
hin ini the performance of his funictions. He liad hardly arrived at bis
lodgings, ivlien lie rushied to bis lihrary, and seized there a book which
l&iy covered with dust lipon the sheif, a copy of Diodati's B3ible, which hie
had purchased in 1860, but had never read. AUl that night ho passed
in cager and careful verification of the passages cited by De Sanctis in
his treatise, confronting tlîem. with this translation of the Holy Serip-
tures. The morning approaches ; in a fewv hours lie must stand at the
altar, and thiere celebrate tlîat funetion -ivith. regard to which auch a
iiew aiid terrible light liad now for the first time da,ýwned upon bis soul.
Permit me to give you the sequence in is ow'n ivords translated fromn a
letter inii hich, some tinie after, lie narrated the story of bis conver-
sion 4

IlWVhat wvas 1 to do? I dressed myseif for the Mass, ascended flic
alttar, ýand God culy, who numbers Ouir human agonies and sighs, knows
ivhat I experienced in that terrible hour. 1 arrived at the preface;
tlîe moine-,b defined for the act of transubstantiation came; I took the
wvafer i. my hands ; tried to doniinate n'y will, and to recail n'y old faith

Ii'î the powver of -,hle priest to bring down wîth five wvords Jesus from.
lieaven to earth. . . . but an inward voice replied to me: canst tlîou
believe that the Lord of the world, the Holy One, will place hiniseif at
the disposai of a sinner like tlîee ? Dost thon not sec that the bread
remains bread ?. How often hiast thou had to cast into the sacrariumb
tlîe putrid, niaggotty particles wvhich thou hadst prescrved to conimuni-
cate to the faithful ? And wvith these thouglits I pronounced tlîe con-
secratory words, uplifted tlîe lîost and the cup, anguish-stricken at ha-
ing committed and. causcd to commit by some dozen poor womeil who
-were listenincr to the Mass, an idolatrous act." A day or twvo after, hor-
rified at theb inconsisteney of bis position, the young curate left bis
parish neyer to return, and went again to Palermo, wvith is Bible for
bis sole companion and guide. Tiiere lie reniaincd a long whvlile in the
utmnost anguish «and .pcrplexity of mind, utterly ignorant tliat thiere wvas
any one in that city or elseivherc to wvhom, lie could alply for comfort
or instruction.

IlFor seven xnonthis," l ite s "I wept over the Word of God;
every niglît (by day lie lîad some employment in a school)-cvery night

I neditated iupon that sacred volume, and besieged with prayer the
tlîrone of i-y God, -wlo seemed deaf to n'y entreaties."

One day, as, utterly lîeartbroken, lie was pacing the streets of the
city, lie camne up6ni a îîews-vendor, whlo offered hi a journal entitled
Tlie .Mirror of Trifthi, saying, IlRev erend fatiier, this is a paper you ouglît
to bu-r! He bouglit it - it was an evangelical journal published at that
time by flic \Vr,,dcnsiaii (hurclî at Palernîo, aîîd on th-, fourth page lie
read :-In thc Palazzo Sambuca is opecned the Evangelical Ohurch : Sun-
day nîorning, fro,,n il to 12; Stinday evening, from 7 to 8 ; Thursday
cvening, froi '. to S.


