
The story, as condeniscd in the foliowing narrative, tella us that many
years ago, wlren Mexico was almeet wholly withcut the Bible, a Mexicail
gentleman ef large property and influence liad in hie possession. a wooden
image called 91 San Ro)man," ivhich was said to, have bean fcund floating in
tire ecean, and whjceli ho seemed ta) timni was alinost divine in its influence.
Hie estate wati nii(d after it, and he built for it a church in which it ivas
wvorslripped. Wieii tire season was dry lie prayed to it for rain, and in sick-
noss or trouble they prayed tu it for re1iZ$ï and aid.

Tire planter of San Roman could neither read nor write, nor rCould any-
one on lie large estute. One day îvheïi iro was in Matamoras on business, a
gentle-man showed him a book which ie said was " the Word of God. " He had
neyer before heard of it, and asked, "V INasit a le4ter, or a history, or whiat?" '
And 1ie bocame se interested about it tirat he offered its owner twenty silver
dollars for it, wiricir, however, was d2clined, for the oîvner valued it as a price-

lese treasure and would not part with it for menoy. But the planter ivas
not to he Put off. "You," lie said, IIcan get another cepy and 1 cannot. 1
neyer heardl till now that God had sient any message to thie îvorld, but nince
ie hue I muet have it. Taire the tvrenty dollars and give me the book."

It was tinaily given to hilm, and with it he etarted for home. On the
way he stoppnd ut the irouse of a fri2nd, and urged him to corne with hm
and read the wonderful messat.e he had botiglt. III have abock-a strange
b ook," he said " and 1 want you to go -Nith me and read it to nie and iiny

Ifautily ;" adding, with a deeply solemn air, "L t is the Word of God tc mail!
Thre ft-iend tirus appealed te rnountedl hie herse atd the two rode oit te

jSan Roman. As soon as they reached tire place the planter ordered tiie
great bell of the plantation te be rung, and called the hande from every part
cf hie large e8tate, wiren he told them to be eeated te heur some wonderful
and niost important news. After a fo-w words of explariation, the planter
turned te hie friend and said, "'Now begin ait the beginrnîng of the book and
read ont till we ail understand its message."

Tire reader began with tIre first chirpter cf Mattirew, and going on soDfl
came te tire verse which enys that Jesus "Ishall save hie people front their
aille ;" and then he went on with tire story of the wiee ts of the East, and
and the baptizmn cf Christ, aird His feeding tire five tlacnsand, and se on te
tie end of the Gospiel. Tire people becomo deeply interestcd in tire new and
weonderfui etery. As they hourd cf tire betray il of Christ, murmure of sorrow.
man tirrougli thre crowd; and when Christ was crucifled, tiroy bowed tireir hezzde
and w ept. But as tire narrative went on, and tire Savieur rose from tire grave,
and talked with Hie disciples, and ascendled on higir, saying te Hie disciples,
"lLe ! 1 an witir you alway, even tri thre end ef the world," tire planter rose
and Fraid: I "There is une thing, 1 arn rnost glad te heur, and tiat is the last
wcrds of Jesus, when He tells Hlie disciples te go into ail tire world aird tell
these glird ticdinge te every creatture. Now,' ire saisi, IIsome of tirese dis-
ciples will cerne here te Sun Roman, and will tell us ail z.. 'ut tis good news,
anrd teacir us, as .Iesus tauglit theru. They wilI soon be hore, I arn sure. as
Christ told them. In the meantinre we mnuet learn te, read this wonderful
bock, thnt we mary do what it commande us te do. The disciples have been
long in cunring te sis, but tire world is large, you know ; and, thouuhi there
may ire semne delay, tirey will certainly ceone, for Jesus iras told thiren te
do se."

The planter and hie sons at once began te learn te read tire precieus
bock, and it was read f rom time te time te ail on tire plantation, wirere, as et
old in Judea, "Iit was ireard glndly. " 'Year after year thoy met on tire Lord's
day, till ut irret a Cirristian settioment was formed and flourisired where tire
woodens image had once been worishipped. At length tire planter hourd cf a
ma in Matanroras "'who talked like thre bock," and ut once ie went in
search cf him, wiren ire found tirat ail 'Matameras was stirred with ii teacir-
ing. It was with difliculty tiret the mani could be persuaded te, go se far into
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