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turies froni uIl Fifth to it Fifteenth- ibis fiction lias leeUn so long
and so persiste.ntl% cinncid it our c;ar-., that c -en w« i-ho belong Io
the dominant or.Ïainizatiii on du> th imne, Lave corne lu believe it.
Surelv D,; Maistre %vas rhhîi«en he e\clatimed th.it for three cen-
Luries history lias lxx.,n a con)isliracv,% ztliinst the- truth. AXnd the niost
pathelic feature of it ail is mhat thoseü againsi whboni hIe conspiriàcy
wvas fornîed art: oftentimnes hIe rueadiesî, tco fahi in '«ah it.

The dawn of the Thirteenth Cýen ,urv sa'« tihege-iningi of tic
decline of thiat s\-.stem of gradu;ited govrnrnent, cald feudalismi,
a sysiem which hd tided liurope over the ii ast critiral puriod of
ail lier existence and at the s-anie time prcpatred thic % av for Ille or-
g-anization of nmore permanent central governmiient. Feudalism fad
aiccomplislîcd its colossal vrkas no otiier agent cozictivable Lv the
liuman minc cculd liave donc. Like ail hurnan institutions thatt ha% c
seýrved the purpose of tbuir excellence, f-eudalisni b)e-;an to, disappear.
But in pasýzing away, it left a inarvellouisly ricli îîîheratance, an in-
lieritance that was shaired bv ai centrahized mionarchv on the one
liand and a resolutec people on UIl other. \:Vhat this inlieritance
wvas, '«e shahl test perceive by s'c'eing what fcudalism was in its es-
sence.

When the savage hodsfromi the Norths'ep down like tor-
rents upon oreduring thet Fifilh Ce:ntury, the church s;i% hierseif
face ta face '«ith Uic ,-tuindous task, of lifting thern Up from the
depth of liccnhjous and fcrocious superstition, of tanîing thecir uiz-
tultored miat ire and inîplanting in ilieni tlle saving sense of law and
order.

Fortunatelv, Providence rasdup popes hike Ueo the Great and
Gregorv the Great, 'ho '«ere able to cope withi this hierculean task,
until there camne to Iighiten thecir labor towards tie end of tie Eighîni
Century, thiat ailmost superhunizin gejsCharlernagne. Charle-
magne succecded in nîairshalling the various tribes .-f Central and
W\ýestern Europe and gave them a formi of civil governnient ana
organizcd society. As ai result of his administration, there arose the
!ýystem af governnment callcd feud.-lisim. Iu thest latter days nuch
lias lîcen said in condemination of fcud.-tism. Vet '«lien one studie.-
impartinlly the history of the years bctwccen SoS and i:!oo, lie is con-
strained ta admit thlat it 'as thie only systcni adapted to, save Europe
from anarchyv and barbarism. rFeuda-lisnîii '«as an hierarchical organ-
ization af socicty. To cachi man '«as assigned his due place and
rank. he righîts and, duties ofi cachi 'ere chcarly and unmlistakablv
prescribed. 'With cvcry privilege there '«as associated a dut-v. he
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