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GARDEN AND OROHARD.-

lTHUFE;, GOUD HO USE PLANVTS.

The farnîoer's wife enjoys an accasional
novoity lu lieus.,e planta. Theolad conmen
.spccies aftor a time loje inuchi of their beauty
and uhould bc superseded by neover sorts. To
such weorecoînmend the thrco faibaoing 8pecics
as likely te givo satisfaction:

G'onrnn elitrpe. Tho Poruvian hiello
trope (Heliotropium Petrttiianuin) is known
to ail as ane of the inost pleaing and fragrant
of greenhouse planks It is net genorally
grown in farîners' windowvs, however, aitheugli
iL graws readily wvith ordinary culture, and
flowors prefuseiy. One of the ieading charac-
teristics of the hieliotrope is its habit of blos-
soming the year round. The plant is rcadily
grown frein cuttings at any tino of the year,
and if tbey be given geod soil and careful at-
tention, they. wvill give blossoin ln a couple of
months. Tho pic.nt8 may bc set eut of deors
as soau as settled weather cames. Give thein
pienty of-room and good sal. They will bleoin
ail suinnner. Early in faîl pot thoin in good-
sized pots, set in a wvarmn window, keep the
!caves dlean and give good drainage. Under
this treatmnt the plants will bloom aIl wvin-
ter. Few plants are more deliciously fragrant
than the heliotrope, and few deserve te be
more generai favourites. Tho rom in wvhich
they are gyrown should be kept warm, haw-
ever, about 55' is a grood temperature.

Libo nia. Twvo or three species of this plant
are comman in mgeenhouses. One of the best,
is Libonia JlW-btt.,iia. These plants bear a
profusion of long, slonder red and yellow
tbowers. The plant is bright and attractive lu
appearance, and is somiewbat ornamental when
net in blom. It fie wers oniy lu wiuter, how-
over. IL eau be readily grawn frein cuttiugs,
if they are taken after flowering Lime. Plants
may be potted out during summer as with
heliotrope. Like heliotrope, libonias require
an even temperature.

.Perstrke peciosa. This beautiful and odd
plant is net conmen, it having been but quite
recently introduced. IL possesses allthe attri-
butes of a good window plant, however. It
grows ;vith great readiness frein cuttings.
Like the former, it is a winter bloomer. The
flowers are a beautiful purple-pink, borne in
great profusion upon thrifty plants. Iu bouse
culture iL will undoubtedly be faund te re-

quire a rather moist atmosphere.

921W BEST VARJEfPlEiS 01W PJLARiS.

The inquiry is ofteu mnade regarding the
best varieties of pears te gruw for faxniiy use
where there ib, reoin but for a few trees.
'When asked asi tu Nwhat pear we regarded as
the best of ail varieties, we have auswered,
the Shelden. For a periud of twenty-five
years our pear orchards hav e been mada up of
nearly tif ty varietiezs, embracing ail the choice
kinds; and it is frein this experience that we
select the blieldon a.b the king of pearb-ricli,
juicy, melt>iug, Mhil flavured, 'keeping weil
fer an autuinu pear, beautiful iu forin and
colouir. This pear i., aLso desýirable frein t.he
fact tha.b loyers uf fruit, Nvith wea, btumuachb,

eau eat,i vthujut fzar of the sligrhteet dit3-

turbance cf the digestive prue.,es-a con-
sideration of nu !sinail importance. IL due.s
well on quince stock, as we have proved by

a triai of fifteen years, andi is a good bearor.
It is a russot peur, mneffinn to large 8izo,
ripons iii Octobor, and with cîtro will keep
into Novemnber. It requires a good, deep
loani, -%vithout a clay subsoil, te obtain the
best fruit, and it sbouid bo well mnanured with
stable dung, or a mixture of bone-flour and
ashes. If wo could have but eue kind of pear
eut of the sevon hiundred kneovn varie Lies, wo
should select the Sheoldon; if two, wve sheuid
add the Seckei ; three, the Rostiezer, fer early
sumumer. four, the l3artlett; five, the Buerre
Bose; six, the Gieut Mlorceau, for wvinter.
Thiese six v'arieties we shou Id select for gardexi
J)lanting in preference te ail others.

As regards winter pears, we have ne goed
varieties that will keep well later than Christ-
mas. The winter Nelis la a nice littie winter
pear; but wvith us it ripons in the cold weather,
and dees net keep as wveil as the Gleut
Morceau, wbich is larger and botter fruit.-
Po.pulal. ,Scienfce New8.

HOW TU GROW AlST'ERS.

For early flowering, sow rather thiniy in
the middle of Marcli or lu April, in goed, rich
compost, under a frame, or iu pans in a green-
bouse;- shade frein strang sun, and keep close
tili the plants came up; afterward expose
gradually te the air; prick out when seed-
iings have two leaves, sbade and water; plant
out lu the midie or end of May. For later
flowering, so'w the seed thinly in a coid frame
under glass, on a soul niey prepared in drills
six luches apart, the first week in May. The
plants caine up in a few dayb, wben they inust
bave pieuty of air, and as sean as they are
about an inch higli, take the glass quite off
fer two or three days, and thon prick tbem eut
on a well prepared bed, three or four inches
apart, shade them frein the sun until wvell
rooted, whicb will be in three or four days. Be-
fore the plants begin te run upin the sten, plant
thein eut where they are te stand for bloeming,
in deeply trenchied, wvell mauured sal, being
careful te roniove thein with as mucli monid at-
tached te the roots as possible; lot the rows
be ene foot apart, and the plants ton luches
or a foot apart in the rows. If the weather
is dry they must be watered unti] they take
root;- afterward keep dlean front weeds, stir
between the plants, and about the first wveek
in .&ugust tup-dre.z with rotten iianurc frein
an oid hot-bed, or water frequeritly with liquid
manure. Give them plenty ef water, and tie
thein tu iieat ,takeb aj the advance iii growthi.
If intended for exhibition> leave but threc or
four of the most prumisig buds tu bleoom, and
sîxade frein the sun as they begin to expand.
Experience bas 1, rovud that the later-planted
varietieb give botter and larger fluwers, besides
contiuuing much longer in bloux.-B. K. Bliss

SSum* Ctdloyu.

TRE Gu(LUU«Rj W? FLUWERZ.

la a recent ess;ay, fleri August Vogel al-
lude-5 te the possibility of changing the
culours of flowers at will by the application
of suitable chemicals tu the soi], In this
author's viuw, tannin pîlaysj an important part
in the generation uf' %egctablu colours. kt 13
found iu almubt e'very plant, the petalb noV
excepted, and, by the action cf the must vary-
ing reag-ents-akales, earths, metallie saits,

etc. -it assumes the niost manifold hues, £rom
paie rose te deep black. A darker colour,
therefore, is produced in fieovers rich in tan-
nin, when manured with iron shIts, since as
everybody know.s, tannin and iron saits dye
black, and preduce ink. This fact lias been
put in practical use in the culture of horten-
sias and dahlias. Blossoînis of the former were
changed froîîî a pale roi when the plants grew
in ordinary sl te sky-blue wvhen transplanted
inte soul heavily manured with iranl echre, or
wvben watered occasionally with a dilute aluin
solution. Similar manipulations have enabled
an Englislh gardener to raise black dahlias.
In this connection, it 1-ay be notcd that the
colour of birds may be cbanged artificially as
well as that of flowors. A young canary wvas
fcd upen a mixture of steeped bread and red
cayenne popper, wvben, without injury te the
bird a pigment of spice entered the blood, and
dyed the plumage deop red. It is the opinion
of the celebrated ornithologist IRuss that the
plumage of birds mu.y be changed te any
desired colour by the use of apprepriate
reagents. ________

.PREPARING FOR THE, GARDEN.

The succesa of a garden deponds much on
its early preparatien and planting in spring.
Creps which do net need putting in tili warm
weather arrives, arejgr.,eatly benefited by the
thorough preparation and the pulverizing and
enriching of the sou. It is well> theref are>
to apply in winter ail the manure whieh may
be wanted. Puiverized by frost, and leached
into the sal by rains and meiting snows, it
will bo werth more than if spread in lumps
after spring, opens and is imperfectly inter-
mixed. Ail new gardens for vegetables
s'hould be arranged for horse-.cuitivation, by
extending the plants in drills across it frein
end te end. This wvill greatly reduce the
labeur of keoping it dlean, and the few minutes
requiipd te eiiltivate it once a Nveek,' -will be
trifling copxpared with long and laborieus
hand-labour. The crops will grow vigorousiy
by keeping the soul constantly mellow and
dlean by the frequent passing of the narrow
ue-herse harrow or cuitivator. Gardens
whieh arc already laid out may be modified
by re-arrangement, se that mucli, if not most,
mîay be subjected tu horse-cultivation, and the

amount of hand-hoeing materiaily lessened.
There are many crops which are comxnoniy
planted in beds, and kept dlean, if at ail, with
hand labour, which niay be aiéranged in drilîs
for this purpose.

PRUNING fruit-trees in winter is practised
by beme persons. It is better tc, defer the
work until tuward spring, but if doue before,
and particularly if branches an inch or more
in diameter are eut off> it is advisable to cover
the wounds with a thin coating of wax, te ex-
clude air and moisture. This$ le a goed mile
when large limbs are eut off at any time, ex-
cept early lu the Lall, at ;vhich season the con-
dition of the wood and the dryness of the at-
mosphere preclude a]]. tendency to decay. But
the cutting off of large limbs is always more
or lesb inj urieus, although treci iu vigorous
heaith are generally able tu overcome iL in
great meas.-ure-. If pruning is dune in turne, it
w111l rarely Le neceseary W> eut off a 11mb
larger than one's finger.


