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HOME CIRCLE.

A QUEEN'S TENDERNESS.

There is so much cruel forgetfulness of the rights of in-
feriors and servants, on the part of the ** privileged classes”
gcnenlly. that we are always pleased and reflteshed to read
the stories which are told of Victoria's good heart and kind
considerateness. Grace Greenwood relates the following :

When I was io Eogland I heard several pleasant anec-
dotes of the queen and her family from a lady who had re-
ceived them (rom her filend, the governess ot the royal
children. The governess, a very interesting young lady,
was the orphan 5xughlcr of a Scottish clergyman, During
the first gear of het residence at Windsor, her mother died.
When she first received the news of her mother's serious 1ll-
pess, she applied to the queen to be allowed to resign her
sitaation, fecling that to her mother she owed even a more
sacred duty than to her sovereign.

The queen, who had been much pleased with her, would
not hear of her making this sscnfice, but said, in a tone of
the most gentle sympathy :

“ Go at once to your mother, child; stay with her aslong
as she needs you, and then come back to us. Prince Albert
and I will hear the children’s lessons; so, in any event, let
your mind be at rest in regard to your pupils.”

The governess went and had several weeks' sweet mourn-
ful communion with her dying mother. Then when she bad
seen that dear form laid to sleep urder the daisies in the old
kitk » she returned to the palace, where the loncliness of
royal grandeur would have oppressed her sorrowing heart be-
yond endurance had it not been for the gracious womanly
sympathy of the queen—who came every day to her school
room~—and the considerate kindness of her young pupils.

A year went by, the great anniversary of ber great loss

. dswned upon ker, and she was overwhelmed as never before
by the utter lonliness of her grief. She felt that no one in
all the gre=t bousehold knew how much goodness and sweet-
ness passed out of mortal life that day 2 year ago, or could
give one tear, one thought, to that grave under the Sceottish
daisies.

_Every morning before breakfast, which the elder children
took with their father and mother in their pleasant crimson
patlour lookiog out on the terrace at Windsor, her pupils
came 1o the school room for a bnief zeligious exercise. This
moming the voice of the governess trembled in veading the
Scriptures of the day. gomc words of divine tenderness
were too much for her poor, lonely, grieving heart—her
strepgth gave way, and laying ber hands on the desk before
hes, she burstinto tears, murmuring, *¢ O, mother, mother1”

One afier another, the children stole ont of the rocm, and
weat 2o their mother to tell her huw sadly the governess was
{ecling ; and that kind-hearted monarch, exclaiming :

“QOb, r gitl, it is the anmiversary of her mother’s
death,” hurried to the school room, where she found Miss
— stroggling to regain her composure.

' My poor child,” she said, ** I am sorry the children dis-
tutbed you this moming. I meant to bave given orders that
yov should bave this day entirely to yourself. Takeitas a
524, sacred holiday—I will hear the lessons of the children.”
Aud then she added, * To show sou that I have not fore
golten this moarnful anmversary, 1 bring you this guft,”
clasping on ker arm 2 beautifal mourning bracslet, with a
lock of ber mother’s hair, matked witk the date of her
motker's death.  What wonder that the orphan kissed with
tears this gift, and the more than royal hand that bestowed it 2

HINDOO MANNERS AND CUSTOALS.

The London * Times,” in reviewing a recently pablished
book by Shib Chunder Bose, * Hindoo Mazuners and Cus-
toms,” says :

“ Wealthy Hindoos are often lavishly ostentstious when
a death, 2 marnage, or one of the aanu2l religious festivals
offer them an occasion for parading theie generosity,  They
illuminate gardens that reflect the pleassres of their para-
dise; they throw tbeir nansions open to all comers; they
feed troups of ars and priests for days, 2nd sometimes
for weeks. And although a Bepgali, as a rule, is frogal to0
stigginess, looking closely to the expenditure of each rupee,
the obsecvances of his faith must be 2 heary tax oo him. As
the Brzhmips live at the expense of the laymen, itis to the'r
ioterest 10 see that thess observances are maintzined. The
great Doorga Poojzh festival in itself must Le a froitful
soutce of cmbarrassments and insolvencies. Everybody
is bound, if possible, to hive in luxury for the iime, to in-
dulge in, merry-making that degenerates into otgies, and
dress in new and sumpluoes clothing from head to foot.
¢ Persons in straitened circumstances, who actually live from
band to mocth, depost their hard-carned savings for a
twelvemooth to be spent on this grand festival.’ The bepgars
kave their wants frecly reliered, aod it is the seasoa to which
mendicant Brahmins look {orer=rd as the occasion for replen-
ishing thair coopty purses.  According to the author, it has
beenroughly estimatedthat $350,000,000 are speat annually in
Bengal alone, dircatly or indirectly ; and the Doorga Poojah
only represents on an exagrerated scale a waste that is poing
forward at iatervals throngh all the sest of the year. Either
on religiocs grounds c: un the occasion of family ceremonies,
there are many dayr when a circle of acquaintances must be
catertuned, and whea offeniegs which must becomie the per-
quisite of the officiaicg priest must be 1aid before the shrine
of the tatelary idol.  So the Brahmics viclimize the super-
stitions community, and yet the members of the sacred caste
are o great thatmost of them barely keep body and soulto-
gether.  This is a common saying that a Brahmia is a beg-
g=3, even it he possesses 2 lzc of rupees, and *if an ofhiciat.
10y pricst Gan wake ten rupees a month be considers hime
xﬁ' very well off.” Naturally, they caonot afford to be
scrupaloas, and it scems stranpe that, with thewr unblashing
mendicity and their open diegard of morality, they tetain
their hold even on their ignorant devotees. The agthor re-
la%es facts to show that the most sacred laws of the caste are
sacrifited to peceniary templations,  The heads of the order
have conseated to enadone the most flagrant oficnces whea
the culprit conld afford to babe them safiacntly.”

WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN PROVIDED FOR, !

** Good wite, what are you singing for? You know we've
lost the hay,

And what we'll do with horse and kye is more than I can say ;

While hike as not, with storm and rain, we'll lose both corn
and wheat."”

She looked up with a pleasant face, and answered low and
sweet ¢

¢ There is a Heart, there isa Hand, we feel, but cannot see 3

We've always been provided for, and we shall always be.”

He torned around with sudden gloom. She said : * Love,
be at test ;
You cuttxlhe grass, worked soon and late, you did your very
st,
That was your work ; you've naught at all to do with wind
and ram,
Aund do not doubt but you will reap rich fields of golden

gnin;

For there's 3 Heart, and there’s a Hand, we feel, but can-
not see ;

We've always been provided for, and we shall always be.”

* That’s like a woman's reasoning ; we must because we
must.”

She softly said : ** T reason not ; I only work and trust :

The harvest may redeem the day, keep heart what'er betide ;

When one door shuts, I've always seen another open wide.

There is a Heart, there isa Hand, we feel, bot cannot see;

We've always been provided for, and we shall always be.”

He kissed the calm and trustful face ; gone was his restless
pain
She heard him with a cheerful step go whistling down the

ne,
And went about her household tasks full of a glad content,
Sini'mg to time her busy hands as to and fro she went:
‘* There is 2 Heart, thereisa Hand, we feel, but cannot see;

We've always been provided for, and we shall always be.”

Days come and go, twas Chnstmas tide, and the great fire
bumned clear.
The farmer said : ** Dear wife, it’s been 2 good and happy

year;
The fruit was gair’:. the surplus corn has brought the hay,

you A
She lifted then = smiling face, and said : * I told you 5o !
For there's 2 Heart, and there’s a Hand, we feel, but can-
not see ;
We've always been prowided for, and we shall always be.”

POISONS AND ANTIDOTES.

The following list contains some of the more common

Eons. and the remedies likely to be at hacnd in house-

olds :

Acids—These cause great heat and sensation of burning
pin from the mouth down to the stomach. Remedies,
waguoesiz, sods, pearl-ash or soap dissolved 1n water ; then
use the stomach pump or emetic.

Alkalies—The remedy is vincgar.

Ammonia—Renmiedies, lemon juice or vinegar,

Ailcohol—First clean out the stomach by an emetic, then
dash cold water on the head and give ammoniz (spirits of
harishorn).

Arsenic—Ia the first place, evacuate the stomach, then
give the white of eggs, lime water, or chalk and water, char-
coal, and the preparations of iron, ﬁ:ticulatly hydrate.

White lcad and sugar of lead—Remedies, 2lom, cathar.
tic, such as castor cil and epsom salts especially.

Charcoal—In poisons by carbonic acid gas, remove the
patient to the open air, dash cold water on the head and
body, and sumutate the nostrils and lungs by bartshorn, at
the 3ame time rubbing the chest briskly.

Corrosive sublimate—Give white of eggs and emetic.

Belladonna, nmight henbane—Give emetics, and then give
plenty of water and vincgar, or lemonade.

Mushrooms— Emetics, and then pleaty of vinegar and
water, with doses of cither, if handy.

Nitrate of silver {lunar caustic)—Give a strong solution of
coromon salt, and tken emelics.

Snake bites, cxc.—A;:rly wnmediately strong hartshom,
aod then take it internally ; also give sweet ol stimulats
freely ; apply a ligature above the part bitten, and then ap-
ply 2 cupping glass. :

Tartar emctic—Give iarge doses of tea made of galls,
peruvian bark or white oak batk,

Verdigris—Plenty of white epgs and water,

White vitrol.—Give plenty of milk ard water.

Opium-—Give a strong emetic of mustard aad water, then
strong coffce and acid drisks; dash cold water on the head
of the patieat.

Nux vomnica—First give ematics, then braady.

Oxalic acid (frequently mistaken for Epsom salts}—Give
sh.al:;-nagnaia. or soap and water, and other soothing

na

Prussic acid—\When there is time, administer cblorine in
the shape of soda or lime. Hot brandy 2.0d water, hartshorn
and tarpentine are also verlis,

A CENTURY OF PROGRESS.

The last hundred years bave seen the most sudden change
ia the British material and external life that is, pechaps,
recorded in bistory. It is curious bow many thiags date from
that 1770 or 1750. The tse of stezm in mancfactorics aod
locomotion by sea aad land, the textile revolation, the factery
system, the enormors rowth of popalation, the change from
2 rural to a town life, the portentoss growth of the empire,
the vast expansion of sea power, of co@weree, of manufacicre,
of wealth, of intercommunication, of the post ; thea the use
of gas, clectricity, telegraphs, telephones, stzcam presses, sew-
iog machines, air copines, gas cogines, clectric engines,

in the last century Brinin was one of the jesser kinedoms
in Europe, but one-third in size and numbers of France
and Germany. Now it is in size twenly times—twenty
twenty times as big as elther, and six or seven times as
populous as cither.  London then was only one of a dozen
cities 12 Europe ; hardly of the area of Manchesteror Leeds.
It is now the biggest and most populous city in recorded
history, nearly equal in size and population to all the capitals
of Europe put together.  Ofe hundred years ago to have lit
1he theatre 851t 1s now lighted, would bave cost 50, and
the labour of two or three tnen for an hour to light and
snuff and extinpuish the candles. It is now done for a shil-
ling by one man in three minutes. A bundred years
20 to have taken us all to our homes at night would have
cost on an aversge §s.a head and two hours of weary jolting.
We may get home now for 4d. or 6d. a head at the most
in half an haur. It yon wanted an answer from a [riend in
Dublin or Edinburgh it would have cost by gost (one hun-
dred years ago) about 2s. in money and a fortoight in time.
You now get an answer in thirty bours for twopence, or a
penny if you are as brief as the Prime minister. A hundred
years ago, if you wanted to go there, it would have taken
you a week, and you would have to make your will. You
can now go in a day, and come back the next.—Fortnightly
Jor April.

THE CHILD IN THE PRINTING OFFICE.

Who is the Man that is Jooking so bard at the Piece of
Paper? He is an Intelligent Compositor. Why does he
hold the Paper so close to his Eyes? Because the Corres-
pondent who wrote it makes Hen-tracks. What is he
saying? Hs is saying, ** I cant make out this stuff.”” Aad
who is the Other Man going to the Case? That is the furi-
ous Foreman. What does he Want2 He is going to Help
the Intelligent Compositor decipher the hen-Tracks. Do
you Think he Candoit? I don't know . he can do most
Anythiog, but I Guess that will be Too Much for him.
Now I see an Other man Comiog- What is he Going to
do? Thatis the Precise Psoof Reader. He is Going to
Cast his eagle Eye over the Hen Tracks to See where they
Ls:ad to. Do you think He 'can Find it out? No; ot
without a Guide or a Calcium lipht. Now, here comes
Another man—who is the Man? That is the Able Editor.
Where did he come From? From his Den. Now 21l the
Men are close together—see | their Hesds most touch—and
they are Looking every One of them at the Piece of Paper.
What do they do That for? Becauss they Are Concentrat-
ingt heir Giant intellects upon the picce of Paper to see
What the hen-Track Correspondent means by his Hiero-
glyphics. Have they Found ont? No, they are stamped.
Now they are going Away from the Case. Yes, And one
of the Men bas chucked the Piece of Paper into the Stove.
Why does hedo That? Becausche can'tiead the hen-Tracks.
Who is the Small Boy that has a Grin on his face, and his
Hat turned up in Front? Heis the Office Boy. What is
the Able Editor Saying to him? He is tellipg him to go
afier the Long Range shot Gan.  'What for?  Because the
Able Editor wants (o go hunting after the hen-Track Corres-
pondent. Will he hurt him? Yes he will, if be Catches
him. Do you think the Correspondent onght to be Kulied ?
Certainly.

“AS SAFE AS THE BANK OF ENGLAND.”

4 As safe as the Bank of England,” is an assurance of
safety which is never questioned.  No one ever lost mopey
in the Bank of Englacd. Ite notes are good all over the
world. Many strangers go to see 1t.  Only a few persons
can go atound at once, with 2 gmde. In ons room notes
that have been paid have the comers torn off and boles
punched in them. Over fifty thousand notes, worth a
millivn pounds, 21¢ paid every day, and thos cut out.  They
are kept five years, and if you give the number and date of
2 note, in less than three minutes it can be found; so that
if you paid a pote you owed and 2 mau said you did not do
50, you could prove that you bad paidit. The largest note
is ope thousand pounds. One bundred 2nd twenty men are
in the room where paid noles ate clipped, and 1,200 in all
the bank. Al the notes tsed 2r¢ printed in the bank, and
the printing machines k:ig regaster of every one. Here

oas are paid to crippled soldiers. Heregold and silver
plate—~private property—is kepl. Two things I heard
interested me.  ** Gold isvery brittle," said onr guide, ** If
you throw it abont opon a counter—that 15 a number of
gold picces—and then sweep it off the counter, you will find
that the fragments count up. We are very carcfol with
them in the weighing room. All the gold sovercigns that
you put in your pockets in the moroing with other pieces of
coin, at night wil! not be just the same.  We know that zod |
weigh every sovereiga that has once been ont of the bouse.
We bave sent boxes of gold coio by express that have come
back to us snopened, yet the rubbing of the gold bas worn
off five pounds’ worth.” We came away, agreeing that this
great bank is ooz of the world)s wonders.

TEA.

1t is extimated that tea is habitezlly consumed by not less
than 500,000,000 people, or about onchalf of the human
race. Amongst the Chinese and the ishabitants of japan,
Thibet ard Napacl 1t is druok by all classes three or four
times 2 day. In Asiatic Ruwsia, inalarge ’ponion of Europe,
in North America and in Aostralia it isa favourite beverage,
In Chins tea has been wsed as 2n article of dist from 2 very
remote period of antiquity, Cerioas eaough they bave no
record o1 tradition respecting its frst introdoction. The
Japancse, however, tell us that ia the year §19 2 holy wan
named Darmz, the son of an Indian monarch, took refi
in China, 20d pablicly tasght that the only way to obtaig
happinces was to eat nothiog bat vepetables and go withoat
slecp.  This enthusiastic vegetarian and antimorpheusian
was, however, on 2 hot summer’s day, overcome by drowsi-
ness, and faitly nodded before his congregation. When he

photograpds, tuanels, ship canals, and all the rest.  Easly

awoke to 2 knowledge of biz violation of his own p 1,
great was his scif-reproach, and being determined that ic
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