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centrai site was selected on Barrington Street, and on îst May,
1849, the corner-stone of the prescrnt chîurch wvas laid by the
then pastor, the Rev. Alexander Farrester. Ia October of the
samne year the building %vas complcted and opencd (or the wor-
sbip of God. by the Rev. Dr. Burns, of Toronto, father mf
the Rev. R. F. Burns, D.D., the esteemed pastor of Fart MNas-
sic Church in this city.

Dr. Iluras was anc of the pioncer ministers in Canada,
and had much tai do organizing and pianting the churches En
this country.

I remember visiting a village En Ontario where wve now
have a flourishing congregation, and n speaking with ' anc of
tl-e eiders as ta the early setulement of the village and the or-
ganizatian of Presbyterian services thrre, lbe tald me that Dr.
Burns visitcd the place, and wben asked by the friends af the
canse where lie thought they sbould select a site for a church,
the Doctor asked them if thcy wcre going ta crect a çtore or
a warchause what part of the village wauld they select. Anid
thcy neyer rcgretted the chaice they made.

History wili fia doubt do justice ta Dr Burns I., and the
churcb at pre5ent s bavEng the benefit of Dr. Burns Il., the
worthy son of a wortby sire, and n wliose keeping the pecu-
liar doctrines of aur nîuch-lovcd Presbytcrianisan are safe ; as
well as those of evangelical ChristianEty n Canada.

THE REV. JOHN MACMILLAN, B.D.,

the pastar of Chalmers Church, is a Nova Scotian by birtb,
baving been bora in Pictou. He was cducated at Qîaeen'ls
College, Kingston ; from which ianiversity he was awarded the
dcgree of B.D. He is a mariofai vgoraus mind, a popular
preacher and lecturer, and, judgang (romn the csteenm i wbich
he s field, the congregatian of Chalmers Cbtircli consider that
they have the bcst pastor in Halifax. The prescrnt pastor was
inducted an 1884. havîng beld charge in M usquadoboîî and St.
Paul's, Truro, and was preceded an the pastorale af Chalmers
Church by the Rev. àMessrs. Robb, Forrester, Hunter, Max-
well, Annand, Pitblado anid Wbittier.

In the cldership are ta bc found many excellent men, En-
cludang brother Murray, of the Halifax Pre.rbyer:an Wilness,
ontbe point ai wbose editorial pen many a poor sinner bas
had a disagreeablc twirl ; and who neyer forgets ta direct bis
readers "lta taok aut for the aid patbs." The Wilne.ss i
among aur very bcst churcb weeklies, and Ilmay its shadow
neyer grow iess."

Among worshippers n this cburcb En its early bistory t s
plcasiag ta record sucb names as bbc late Hon. josephi Howve,
Principal King, of the Theological Hall, and Sir William
Young, wbose princely bequests wll be long rcmembered.

The churcb was weakened by the erectian of the churches
at Fart MIassey and Poplar Grave, but t s stili doing excel-
lent work.

St. John's Cburch, on Brunswick Street, of whicb the Rev.
H. H. Macphcrson s pastar, alsa sprung froan Chalmers, and
s now anc of the most praminent and prosperaus churches n

Halifax.
The Prcsbytcriaa Cburch ai Canada owes much ta Nova

Scotia. In the niidst of much apposition she bas kcpt the
lamp ai truth burning brigbtly, neyer yîeldang ta errar in any
shape or for"'., 'l<but contcnding earnestly for the faîth once
dclivcred ta the saints." The Ladies' Colege s doing well,
and further additions are ta be made ta the buiEng this year.
This s the first Presbyterîan ladies' college n fthc Maritime
Provinces. K.

Haliax, N. S., Marck, .rSBg.

THE 7ESUITS.

THE 'SECRETA MONETA' 0F THE JESUITS.

BY REV. R. F. BIURNS, D.D.

The book entitled the "Secret Instructions" of the Jes-
uits affords us a clearer insight nta the practical working of
the systcm than an>' of tbc authoritative productions ta ivhich
we have aluded.

its contents are s0 discreditable tbkat the utmost precau.
tiens wcre used ta kecp it (roin the public eyc. It was ragidly
confined ta the fulîy cquipped mnembers and ta thase only
amongst them whosc fidcity could be tboroughly reîied an.
But there s nothing hid wbich shah not be made manifcst. In
1658 the Duke of Brunswick seized Paderborn, En Westphalia.
The Jesuit college fel nta bis hands and along with t a cur-
aaus bundie of aId MSS. wich was found ta contain this Jes-
uit Guide. It was transferred ta the Capucliin (airs who,
bcing fia ways fricndîy ta the Order of Jesus, at once gave t
ta the world. Ariother copy also found its wayinto the British
Museum, En a MS. ferro, appended ta a distinct work wbich
was pririted at Venice n 1596. The utmost consternation was
excitcd amang the Jesuits when the publication of these "lIn-
structions" was anriounced. But they bad recaurse ta an ex-
pedient which the eîasticity of their consciences readered
extrcmely easy. They dcnied out anid out their genuinencss.
In fia measurcd terms they denounced them as a forgery. This
s the less ta bc woadcred at wbea on the very twa copies ta

which we have refcrred, there wcre found such significant sen-
tences as these, IlLet them ibe dcnied ta be the rules cf the
Society of Jesus if they ever shallbe impubed taous." "If these
rules falnta the haadsof strangers theyrmust be positively
denied ta be the rules of the Society." The preface also ta
the original Wesipbaîia edition declares :

Il fhiis (vizt the discovery) should happen (which God for-
bid t )'let t be positively denicd that these are the principles
of the -Society."

We need flot'be stirprised then that the Jesuits stoutîy pro-
test against thc I"Secreta Moheta." Their denial bas n'et thé.
weigit of a feather againstth maus s of evidence-on the -other
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side. Indecd, did they acknowledge the book, we would bc
the rallier rcady to catlinii question its genuincness.

AUTIIORIZED WVRITERS OF TIIE SOCIETY.
But the genuine principles of the esuits mny be more

accurately gathered from the pages of their authorized writers
than tram any other source. These are so volummnous that the
difficulty lies in making a sélection.

Escobar is one of the most cclebrated. He bas collected
int a single work the opinions oftîenty-four athers. It %Vas
publisbed in six volumes under the titte, IlExposition of un-
contraverted opinions in Moral Tbeology."1

Diana bas gone further than Escobar, bis autharities reach-
ing the high figurTe Of 296. These quotations may bc fully
dcpended on, as they have been made by parties whose in-
terests wcre completelv bound up witb those of the Society
and wha lad every inducement ta make it appear in the mast
favourable light. Jesuits themselves, they were devated ta,
theirlOrder, and every line they wrote had ta pass bieneatb the
critical eye of their superiors. The works of cacb baci ta pass
througb the sifting ordeal of aIl and ta bc authoritatively
starnped witb the se-il of the Order prior ta publication. It is
not therefore (be it remembcrcd) %vth figurative, independent,
unauthorizcd pieces ive have ta do, but wvith documents whch
yield flot in autharity ta any of the standards wve have already
adduced. It would bc impossible within the limits of a single
paper ta bring out ail1 the princples these documents contain.
We shahi content ourselves with referring ta fout vicb formn
the very basis at once of Jesuit nioratity and jesuit theology.
These arc, Probability, Deliberation, Intention and Réserva-
tion. The Doctrine of Probability bas been termcd the AB3C
of Jesuitism.

DOCTRINE 0F PROBABILITV.
Ir s briefly this. If oan n su'ject that prescrits itself

therc be a single opinion possessig the faintest sbadow of
probability in ils favaur, that opinion may bc chasen in pre-
ferencc ta a hast of contrary cpinians pnssessing a far greater
degree af probability on the other side. It is thus explained
by Henrique the Jesuit, «'a scrupulous man continues safe, if
Fe prefers against bis scruples that wbich be considers pro-
bable, altbaugh bc may think that another opinion is mare
probable." Paul L.ayman, tbe Tt-suit, is as explicit, Ilaf two
contradictory probable opinions toucbing the legatity or illeg-
ality of any human action, everyane may follow in practice or
in action that wbicb bec sbould prefer altbnugb t may appear ta
the agent himselftess probable in thenry"» According tuJohn
of Salas, a confessor rnay lawfully give advice ta a penitent con-
trary ta bis own opinion, because hie may foltow the opinion of
another. Layman goes even furtber, affirming that he may
Ilgive contW~y advice ici different persans, according ta con-
trary probable opinions."

The privileges of the Cburch are not witbheld from those
who act on less probable opinions even tbougli tbesd may lead
ta the most dangerous consequences. Sa far (rom this being
the case Suarez, Vasques and Sanchez declare tbat ta "refuse
absolution ta a penitent wbo acts according ta, a probable op-
inion is a sin whvich is in its nature mortal." Mark tbe work-
ing oftbis principle. 1It sunders the tic of allegiance ta Gov-
erniment and sows the sceds of rebellion. IlIf (says the Jesuit
Scildere) a subject tbinks probably that a tax bas been un-
justly imposed, he is flot bound ta, pay il." As we shall atter-
wards find the utmnost liberty s grantcd ta plunge a knife inta
the breast, or send cold lead tlrough the heart of a sovereign,
if t s thougbt probable tbe intercsts of the body may be there-
by promoted.

This principle camnes into Courts of justice and stains the
purity of the ermine. In wbat condition would aur country be
were the bonaurable men who adornaour Bench ta conform ta,
the model presented by Gregory of Valentia En the following
questions and answers:

(Q1 May a judge in order to favour bis friend decide accord-
ing tua aay probable opinion witc the question of right remains
undecided ? WA)If the judge should think ecach opinion equal-
ly probable, for the sake of bis friend, be may lawfully pro-
nounce sentence according ta the opinion wbicb is mare fav-
ourabte ta tbe interest af that friend. He inay, mareover, with
the intent ta serve his friend, at anc time judge according ta
ane opinion and at another trne, according ta the contrary
opinion, provided only that no scandaI result frorn the decision.

This principle interferes directly with the ordinary business
of life, rends the fabric of society, deals a deatb-blow ta that
honour and hanesty wbicb form the cernent of the social con-
pact. Let it influence us. In every neighbaur wc would sec
a liaa and a thief. " I tbink it pz3bable (says the Jesuit Cas-
tra Palas), that the cloak which I passess is niy awn ; yet, I
tbînk it rmore probable that it belongs ta you." In such a case

1I arn not baund ta, give t up ta you, but may safely retain it*"
- DOCTRINE 0F DELIBERATION.

Sa much for the great J esuit Doctrine of Probability. That
of Délibération is no improvement. According ta ht unless wve
fully deliberate on the nature of sn, befare or during its comn-
mission, it is not sin. The Jesuit Vasquez thus explains it:

In order that a marn may fireely sn, t is necessary ta, delib-
crate whether he sins or not. But be (ails ta deliberate upon
thé Moral wickedness o! it, if he does flot reflect upon it dur-
ing the act. Therefare, he does not sin, unless he rcflects on
the wîckedness of it." "9it would be unworthy the goodness
ai God ta exclude a mani (rom glory and ta reject hirn for ever,
for a sin on which be hadnfot flly deliberated." The inference
fram this is scîf-evident-that the lcss mani thinks upon his
ways the better. Seriaus thought puts bina in a worse position.
To be sinlcss he should sin so 9uickly and so, ofteni as ta, leave
no time for rcflection. Let hîmn drug conscienc e and erown
bis serases by -draining the inatoxicating cup, and go at it at
once, then he May go-seat féee.*lTbis principle opens the
faod-gatei.of licentiousntss, -it. offers apreiiium to the Most
grasâ and glaring sEns.
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The cburcb mnember is a niarked man. How carefully
should lic guard his lité 1 His acés in the outside world tel
mightily upon the people wbo go ta the saine cburch witb bimn.
They are cither positive or negative forces, repclling tbern tram
Christîanity or drawing tbem ta it. Small kinânesses are
patent for goad ; ie spnall neannesses are obscure, and
sarnetimes hidden pawers tnat not even the best attention, or
the most tbrilling eloquence af the minister can overcome. If
Mr. Smith, a cburch member, with the best intentions for him-
self, cheats in a small, mean wvay' Mr. Joncs, a pewbolder in
the samne cburch, na wonder if Mr. Jones grows cold, becomes
dlisgusted and gives up bis pew, and cries, Christianity.-is a
farce. It is a farce sa far.

Mainisters are ofien blarncd for things of whach they are eni-
tirely innocent. Whlen Mr. Jffnes gives up bis pew and leaves
the cburcb, the cause of his action is not seen lying in Mr.
Smaîb's petty meanness or dishonesty, but maybc in tbe force
of the minister's sermon, or in the ministcr's failure ta give
him due attention. The manister as the scapegoat of the con-
gregation, usually. Thei unraghteousness of thas is clear. At
the Judgment day there will bc a very extensive unburthening
of the minister and a tremcndousIloading up of tbe people
Then, Ilevery man shahl bear bis own burtben."

The people constituting a cburcb as well as the minister
bave a responsibility in proclaimîng the truth in their lives, and
commending iftot every man's conscience. Att work together
in tbe building up of a successful churcb. The . otional
home-life, the honest business life, the cxempfary church lite
ýrcgular attendance an Sabbath service and weekly prayer-
meeting) are powerful adjuncts ta and confirmations of the
minister's preachîng. They gîve empbasîs ta bis every word.
They illuminabe bis toacbing. They help hima greatly and
they increase the moral and spiritual farce cf the particular
congregatian.

What care a church should bave over its members i The
more the discipline is along strict New Testament Unes the
safer it will bc. It will be firmn and fcarlcss at the saine time.
Compromising witb cvil will be unknown, white tender, prayer-
fui and considerate deating with otrenders will mark aIl its
actions. A weak congregatian is soaîetames strongly tempted
ta, sufler sin in its members lest it lose tbcm. But it Es better
far ta be tew and fathful than ta bc nume.rous and lax. A
strong conga-egataon sometimes suffers elements ta enter nta
it that weaken its power for good and hinder the best mcn in
joinîng with it. Fidelity ta Christ is the mast attractive feat-
ure in a church ta the mast desirable men.

Creed is creative of conduct. Great emphasis is put an
creed, sbould nat equaltv much empbasis be put on conduct.
Men are flercely dealt with for variation in beief fromn the creed
of the church. Wby not for variations from the New Testa-
ment standard of life. Corisistency demands the anc as well
as the other. Dishonesty, lying, swearing, dririking, gamnb-
ling, in a word cverytbing that is cantrary tu sound doctrine
shauld bc maiter of discipline. "First pure," Zhen afl lse in
godliness, aftcrwards.

How many tbings there are fromn whach the Church af God
sbould shake ils skirts free. Everytbing that is questionable
an.moral grounds. Everytbing that cripples its spiritual life.
Everything that hiniers its free and javous activity as an agcncy
for the uplifting of the bruiscd and downtrodden sons of men.
It s the hand of God in rendering belp, the vaice of God
breathing encouragement and blcssîng. Its position is above
the word-not down on the same ground with it-that Et may
lift it up. If t allaw any cvilit cannat witness against Et.
And wbat s marc, anecocngregation s0 doing s an additional
bindrance to those cvcry congregation bas, En the way of
others doing their duty.

Is sin realized in the Christiani Cburcb ta-day as it should
be? Do professang Christian s think of t as the Bible, or in
ather words, as God does? Wbat wiIl account for its becom-
ing void ai its menîng and force for thc conscience ? Is the
preaching of the pulpit superficial, fearang the dark side af
things ? Or is the religiaus novel outrunning the puipit En the
culture of the conscience and moral nature ? Samething, Es
wrong somewbere. The salvation of God cannot be seen En
its divine glory tilI the sin ai man s seen En ils terrible nm*al-
ignity. ONLOOKEP.

BR1TISH SYRIANV SCROOLÇ.

BT 9. 1B. HOWIE, LA., BRUSSELS.

Mount Lebanon, a district En the Province of Syria, Es
inhabited En its southern parts by a scct called Druse, strange
and mysteriaus En their religiaus beliefs. The population of
Northern Lebanon s composed cf Greek and Maronite Chris-
tîans. In 1860, a civil war taok place, said ta have been con-
nived at by the Turks, En the course af which about i z,ooa
Christians were treacherously disarxncd and afterwards siain.
Many villages were laid wastc, *id much pro perty. was de-
stroycd. Tbousands ofwiidows and orpbans wcre firigbtecned
anid cbased (rom ILebanon ta, the Maritime towns of Syria.
Beyrout, Ancient Berytus, the ýport of Damascus, becarne a


