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to the sin. bîrteneti constdence andticart. Titey are.
vit ti. tnaJesty andi sirengîth as wvell as tite loveof Ille
Godhlemi, anti Are timus the stippoit Anti stay af dilng
nien. Whîo lias ever .cnlured lits soul upon a tunmn in-
viottr, or saisi ta Roy of thea vanlsiting shapes of reasan,
Il :ulde us tlîrough the vally of the sitatow ci alcauis?"
WVhen te stor-ii arises anti tii. winds beat, andi te
hleavlng deep yawns a-cstless ta &vous, Lhink )sau titat
the lofliness of the dark beetling rockt, ,as il tifts itself
far aboya tiie spray of occan, is a %) thIng but a confi.
demîce andi a Joy 10 Ille(trownlng mariner, if hoe cani
only cling la is molid brenst andi, estaping front te
fonim below, tise by a sure patliway la the uppier
iteaven! Even Sa is il wlih the Rock of Agcs, wltich
rises heaven-soarlng, anti we by il, froms amid the surge
-andi wreck of sin anti misery ; andti Ils beccause ofi ls
uncarthlty grandleur andi elevation that Il strikcs the
eye anti wins lte confidence, andi attracts tF.. ctinging
embrace andi treînbling yet bopeful iootsitp c; thase
whpwere cise lost forever. Noyer tan we surrender
îhli'gatiike greatness of the Gospel or suer itis bigh
sîtrongiolti ta bce dismantled -anti dcstroyed. Il were
to surrender aur own sauts' refuge, anti titat or aIl the
guilty, anti with a iteaven above titant stoopeti not ta
aur rescue, and an earth at aur total that Prumbleti ta
out treati, ta sink unpitieti ini the waste af sin anti ruir.

1 observcfoivrA/ ltat God's ways are not aur ways
cor bis thoughts our îhoughts In regard ta lte #nog rai
ofredemptlon. Retiempîlon hau a history, and titis
is, af aIl athers, the most difficult la, scan, flot anly as
lu lie In the Bible, but in uninspireti records. It bas
been saud IlInterprell,1he Bible as any other book ;11
but thîs ultinîately means IlInterpret Goti as you In.
terpret man,' anti yau cannat even interpret Church
history as you do alter hiitory. It is in a sense
«Illch betongs ta noa tiler history tbe story af a
baille flot yct faughî aut, ar ai a campaign nat
yct endeti; and there are combatants ast work be-
yand the range of human observation, andi a supreme
ceiestial Leader witose point of survey noane can share.
Il was la lbe expecleti, therefare, titat the pragress af
redlemptian, as surveyed by human eyem, woult ipre.
sent many anomalies anti many difficulîies, white, at
the samne lime, truc la te analogy af the substance oi
redernptian, titere would be a tofty, al.pcrvading
grandeur thal spoke ta the devout, observer the prcs.
ence and lte band of God. 1 witl ithustrate itis union
af mysteriousness anti divine greatness in regard ta
threc features in thte pragrcss af redemptian .the
rate of ils pragress, the instruments of ils progrcss,
and the haintirances ai ils progress.

Look titen ait the rate af the progress af redemplion.
Haw much is there bore, unlike the thoughts ai man I
To say nathing of te Olti Testament dispensation,
which spread aver a perioti of four thousand ycars,
during which redemption was indeeti developed, but
very little dutilaset, itaw strange anti startling does il
appear at first titat even under tite New Testament
dispensation, wbase law waz expansion, nalwithsland-
ing the express precept af the Saviour, "lGo ye imita
ail lte world, anti preach the Gospel la every crea-
ture," hls religion bas, even rafler eighteen hundred
years, been carrieti anly 10 a minority ai te human
family, and flot aniy so, but Large regions have been
hast ta lte Gospel, corruptions anti depravations of the
most lamentable nature have widely andi long pre-
vailed even whcre it was profcssed, and Christianily
itas been not only ticiormeti by error, but rnarred by
impurity andi weakened by division. This is te
mystery, wbich, if seen only an one side, couid
shako aur fat andi subvzrt aur comfort ; but which
witen seen an anoîher sitie positivtly sîrengîhens our
faitli, andi brightens our hope. For titis religion, thus
struggling for existence andi aiten apparently defcateti
anid well nigit crusheti, flot only lives. but spreads ; il
is unspeakabty more powerful in the earth naw than
il was in lte days of thte aposîles, at the Retormnation,
or al any former perioti, andi wbo can tell how power-
fui il may cme long become. Though ils hi sîary is fuîl
af gret contractions, it is also fuit ai great andi sutiden
efpansions, and how far would an expansion carry the
present Church-an expansion that bare il beyond its
present bounllis as far as a Penîccost titi the earty
Citurcit, ar the Reformatian the pre-existing Chtristian.
ity? There may bce something disappointing and
taatalizing in a progress like.this which resembles
the advance ai a sbip by tacking, and flot in a straight
course, or the rise ai lte tide by tbe altercation ai
flux and reflux, but no anc can deny that there is a
divine handi i tce anward movements, andti hat it is
ail the mord glarious for its incessant recovery from

retardattion-n.td retrogresshan. WVhentb.wholcIs knowwn
Il wtt bce prc.cmlflently godtike, anti Il wlh bie seil
ltat God's law ai pragres s, botta as tai time and rapace,
tva, as far above ma.îs taw AIý the iteavens above tite
earlth.

Look next ta the iniriimntfhsa the progress af
retiemptian. Ilow unlikia ail that tian would have
toncctveti or devisei I fis appiela even to the
Old Testament dispensauton, but far more t0 Chras-
liansty. The encmies ai Chitsianiîy in the eariy
ages said te itm canverts Il Yau are the disciples
of a carpeittr yau are the capture of (isbermen andi
puiblicans," la, wici te rcply was easy, Il Bie si sa;
we are laakon captive by ane wlto bas conqiiereti tite
ivorlti, we are encloset inl a fishermana's net whicti
conuains philosophers, captains, senalars, longs,
emperars." Neyer wa.s a kingtiamt fauntiedtllke titis
kIi gtom of beaven ? nol by thte sword like tai ai
Alexandier flnot by leantng Iie that af hîs grea
mnaster flnot by a miture af superstition andi (rce
1lake titat ai liteo sisccessars af lthe faIse propitet. Il was
(ountieti by preaching, st was propagateti by praytri
anti no weapons but titase of trullh anti lave eve.r con-
trabutedti 10is real pragress. Ils leaders werc te
poor i ls soidiers were slaves anti womcn ; lts berocs
wete martyrs. How asailîte lte agents in any alter revo-
lutuon, andi yeî Goti chose the weak things ta caniaunti
tite mighty, anti base things anti things tbat were dos-
pised,and tbîngs tat were not,lo brangto nougbt tings
titat were i Dy simitar Instrumenliiem bas Chitrs-
tianily perpcuually rcnewcd Ili, sîrength. Witcn
banusheti (rom courts anti camps and i gla places, is
revivals bave begun with lte common peaple who
have beardi il gtadly, anti ail titroughit bis las: anti
divînest religion, anhy passible tbrougit woman's belpi,
anti appcalang to, a latent power mn lte mcx, whîch
Paganismn an ils blindness land isowned, anti J udaissm
wiîth is bartines. o a bart bad but fainthy anti dimly
recogniatid, has faunti ils test auxîliaay in her who
was Iast at the cross anti first at lte sepulcitre. WVhat
new developmenî ai glorlous possibilities, uandreamît ai
betore, has the Gospel everywberc acitieveti anti matie
tributary 10 ais pragress i Not anly mn the peasants
ai Galilee bas il (ouni lte leachers ai the worlti; but
ai bas sraisetalup its Luters anti WVitfields front lte
huniblest places ta agitait kingdoms anti continents,
ils Baxters anti lunyans 10 heati millions 10 glary, andi
ils Careys, WVilliamnses anti Livingstones 10 explore
new landis for Christ, or bring aid races 10, bis iett 1
Noîbing so unlilce ta ituman predîctia ns, nolhing so
fair above human tboughî as lte marchaif this Gospel.
If wc confine il to apostalic successions, la cansecrateti

channels, t0 time-halloweti bountiaries, il spuras tems
ail Where we dig a patia for il, il ceas ta flow, anti
the buriet river breaks forth in lte dcsert. Hence
our prayer shaulti bc titat ai Mases, but wîit mate
fait, Il O Lard senti by wbam thou wilî seni, îand
neyer shoutti wc despair ai a religion wbich blowcth
wbcre it listelt, anti camtes from, al lte four wintis aI
will ta breatite an titq siain that lbey may live.

One word only as to the hindrances la, the pragress
ai redemptlon. Man woulti have tbought that hain.
drances woulti bu specdily removeti, or, if sulieret 1
rem-un or ta relurn, woti canstitute unmingled evîls
to the Churcb. But Goti, an the other bandi, we can
sec, by giving the victory slowly, trains the falîli anti
courage of successive generations ; anti by permnilting
aId enemries go return or new ones 10 spring up, shows
the unexhausteti anti inexhaustible power af bis
Gospel ta face anti put down every hostile power.
Tte variety anti vicissitude ai attack witen ai as once
surmouanted, surrountis the Gospel wiîth racber traphies
anti places an is heati marc crawns. '%Ve axe the
heirs at this day ai ait te perseculions ai the Coesars,
of aU the massacres ai Rame. Thte blooti ai martyrs
enricites us, anti ttc books ai apologisîs anti confes.
sors; wc divide thc spoils ai infidelily, "d tiurn tte
paison ai heretics mgto foot ; te wratt ai Satan is
aur security, anti the gates oi bell are te pillars ai tbe
truath. As it bas been so it shail be. The onsets ai
unlielief that now disturli. us mitait bu the consolation
ai aur successors, anti ils scarce-trmembereti carnes
anti war-cries sailat swell lteir sang ai peace.

Let nie brielly notice in te jlf/ anti last place taI
God's ways are nat* aur ways, nar bis tougbts aur
thougitts in regard ta tihe liais ai retiempî.on. WVhy
shoulti redlemption bai-e limits ait ail ? %Vity stoulti flot
ail bc saved as God wisites, anti camte ta the know-
letige ai thte trutb? Thus man fantily argues, anti by
argukrgJike titis nol a few are in aur day plausibly
ideceved, in forgctîunes ofte waranags of consci-

ence anti the solemmi vaîce ai Goal, ta the e-Tect ilmat
ho titat bclieveth not shai fl scc lie, but te wrnîhî
of Gati abicth an bitn. On titis aw(ui subjecî we
c.annati la ts darklîng sîate profess ta justîfy tae
ways ai Goal la man, (or thiti lie wll do ilniscif la
lthe day ai tite revelamon of lhas ngiîcous juligment.
Dlut Il aa be scen, even itere, tat whîaîever (.,d
Appoints fut te ispenilenu, cannai be inconsastent
wiîh hus moral attr-butes. If the cross cleans Lai
front every aspersion an regard ta te enîrance ai cvii,
not less doea il do 50 in regard ta the cofltinuance ai
cvil in hi$i unuverse. What rit has Clonc in Ishtisjis a
suflicient proof tat I,l fitult is not is, anti that man
as the aullior P' &lis awn undamng. The heil ai lte
Blle is pre,,Ared for lthe devil anti lits angels, anti if
ina voluan.arîly sitare thelr sans, ant ht in spîte ai
cvcry di imne rcraonslrancc, tey mnust sitare their
plagiies Nor as titis bell an arbtrary nflcton, but
the aulgrowilh of remarse, which in il% mnit awfi
sufferings anti penalties acquits Goti, ant akcs'itame
tite gult ai ils self-destruction. Hell is darlcness;
blacl Is hardncss b ell lis batreti; bell is lust ; bell is
min came ta maturity, anti welgblng lte satiner down
under a sensc ai lt own adiousness anti lte frown ai
God i anti if the sinner wauid niat, thougit warneti anti
wooeti by lave a thousanti tlrmes aver, escape ail this,
as tere not a point ut witich divine justice may say,
IlIt is enoughi enlre#.y is exhausteti. Naw must
you cal ai thte fruit o. yaur own ways, anti bu filleti
wiîb yaur ami devices ?» 1 repeal, we are nat calhed
on ta vindic.itc these awiul ways ai God, (or itis as bts
own prerogative ; but surely consideraîtons lake these
may maire lte boit accuser pause anti tremble wbo
wauid arraign utom, anti may prepare for the fuît
disclasure in anoîber warld that wbhe ln tis solemai
malter Gotis ways are flot aur ways, nor aur thaugta
bis thougts, bis ways anti titougbîs bere aima are as
fat above ours as the beavens above lte earth.

Anti naw, deat brettren, wbat sbaulti bu aur senti-
ments tii day, as wz drae n2a-r ta a Goti sa candtie-
ccnding anti yel bo 1,. '.tti awful. Lettus approacit
wîîb reverence andi goý<Uy fcar. U~t us put off aur
sbocs (ram aur (cet, (or lthe place wbere we are is boly
grounti. Let us bow dawn befote Him wbo3e way
is in te mca, anti bis pat in great waters, anti whose
footsteps are flot known, anti yet whose caunisels of old
are fiutbfulness anti truth. Of titis let us bic sure,
ltat tbaugit bis ways are abuve us, tbey arc sa anly
as the beavens ta supply a patbway for the suin
anti a founstain for the tiew, andti Ial cver chaud
mitall break in blessings an aur iteat. Oit ta we ail
proveti Him, trutamtd Him, serveti Huns in titis martal
darkness with layal service. Then shoulti the day
break anti te sitadows daee, anti thc solution ofievery,
mystery shoulti bu love h Amen.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES IN
.SCOTL4ND.

F.STADLISHED CIIURCIU.

Titursday, 27tit May, tbe Foreign Mission reporu
was receiveti anti discusseti. The (ollawing table
shoews the prement anti past state ai te (utise wiît
tte concurrent expendilume

lnoect Coliec«i=Ls 1>ontionsetc. Legatie. Toual.
183 £6.639 £3.353 £2.444 £3I2.486
1:7t% 7.091 3.28$ 4.4w9> 4.796
, 77. 6.6 21795 1.135 10.13

l8?8ý 6,C?3 ~2.g: 482 1.8

The expendilure bas been as follows -In 1875,
L8,679 ; in 1876,Lj13,881 ; in 1877 ; -£J 1,541 ; ini 1878,
£13,367; andi n 1879,110 lessasumttan 16,o6z. Thte
cause of titis increase of expenditure bas been an ex-
pansion ofaoperatians. Xi is a permanent cause ; anti,
in cansequence, te close af the current year is likely
ta sec thie entire surplus Of fS,242 exitausteti.

The report an Churcit wark in the Highliandis, was
next taken up. It steweti a large;ataunt Ofsuccessful
labour expenieti.

Other reports were meail and disposeti of.
Fritiay, z8tit, thc Asscnibly recciveti anti dis.

cusseti the repart on te increaseti liberaliîy ai the
Churcit. From titis il woulti appear that lte income
from the people fromt ail sources, for Churcit anti is-
sion purpases, hllt (allen off as campareti witt tat
ai the. preceding year ta the extent ai £52,0o(X

Thc test af thc sedieruint was taken upl in disposing
ai applications for admission ta, tbe minisîry ai thte
Citurcit front nembers ai alter bodies. oane we
notice front Ontario.

in thte evening ut.e Asseably dit sitmi.
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