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THE 8USH BURNING BUT NOT CON.
SUMED.

Y W oA M

The angel of the burning bush was “The God of
Abraham.” This was then anothier of those * sym
bolic manifestations which prepared the way for the
appearance of the great mystery of Godliness, God
manifest in the flesh.”  But what special signiticance
did it possess to Moses on this occasion? 1t was un
doubtedly to Him a symbol of the present condition
and future destiny of Isracl. The bush burning yet
unconsumed told him of God's people in Egypt en-
during severe fiery trials yet preserved through Him
who dwelt with them cven n their bondage.  This
made the vision ever after a sonrce of encouragement
and support to Moses. For, at the close of life, when
giving ns farewell blessings to the tribes, his richest
benediction upon the sons of Joseph was to wish for
them ** the goodwill of Him that dwelt in the bush,”

The “ Burning Bush” is the official and time-hon-
oured symbol of the Presbyterian Church. Our fathers
of the reformation 1n the day of their sore straits, suf-
ferings, and persecutions chose as their motto, the
representation of the burning bush with the words of
the old Latin Bible round about it as 1ts scroll, *.\ec
tamen consumebatur,” yet it was not consumed. To
this symbol the history of our Church has been
strangely and nobly true. This symbol, more perhaps
than any other, has been dyed in blood, not in the
blood of our Church’s enemies, but the blood of her
own anguish. The Presbyterian wore than any other
has been the Church of martyrdom ; trampled in her
struggles for the freedom of man’s mind ; trampled
but rising again, “ burning but not consumed.” She
has been justly called the mother of freedom—the
freedom of the soul of man; fighting ever for this—
that Jesus Christ, and He only, 1s Lord of man’s con-
sctence, and King and Head of His Church. This
great truth 1s growing to-day, growing in Methodism,
m Congregatonahism, and in Evangelical Episcopacy,
and we care not under what name it grows. Thank
God that the truth so often crushed to earth has risen
again and 1s flounshing.  But it ought not to be for-
gotten by what Churcl's bloodshed and sweat of
angwsh the seed of this truth was sown. Those
Waldenstan heroes, 1n whose honour Milton sang,
and who anud their Itahian hills, * kept God’s truth so
pure of old,’ before there was any * Reformation”
elsewhere i Lurope—they were Presbytenans ; and
their motto was the dush burning in the wilderness.
‘Those Huguenot men who saved France, and whom
France to France's endless loss and shame, crushed
down 1n blood on the day of St. Bartholomew—they
also were Presbyterians, the men of the burning bush.
They, who from Germany and Puritan England, and
the Scatland of the Covenant saved the world's liber-
ties—they too were the Church of the Burning Bush.
Where 1n modern history has there been heroism or
martyrdom for pnnciple hike this? God’s holiness,
God's sovereignty, God’s redemption of nan through
Chnst's atonement, God’s exclusive night to control
man’s conscience—these are the truths to make men
heroes-—a famuly trec with God'’s glory on each branch,
“a bush burming,” but by God’s power and love up-
held and “ not consumed.”

DR, CHALMERS—A CORRECTION.

MR. Ep1TOr,—The general excellence of the notice
of Dr. Chalmers, which appears in to-day's * Presby-
terian,” from the pen of Dr. Irvine (late of Hamilton,
I presume), induces me to correct a slight inaccuracy
which occurs in it. In proof of my fitness to do so, 1
shall merely say, that besides being a native of the
city of Edinburgh and educated at its University, I at-
tended the last students’ birthday breakfast in honour
of Chalmers, presided over by my friend, Mr. John
Mackintosh of Geddes. the brother-in-law and “ Earn-
est Student” of Dr. Norman McLeod, in March, 1847,
and, like many others now}ilabouring within the Do-
minion of Canada, attended his funerallin Junc of the
same year.

Dr Irvine's first sentencelis, “ Dr. Chalmers was
Principal of the University.” This he never was. Let
me explain. Succeeding Principal \WWm. Robertson of
historic and ecclesiastical fame (the granduncle of
Lord Chancellor Brougham and Vaux), came, to the
disappointment of Dr. Hugh Blair (of the Sermons),

Principal George Baird, who'along with late Dr. Rob-
ert Gordon and others, was one of the ministers ol: th
High Church (Ilast St Giles), Edinburgh, as Princi-
pal Robertson with Dr. J. Erskine was one of lh‘c
ministers of V14 Greyfriars Church, now uncollegi-
ate’, and afterwards held by Dr Robert lee :\.n«l
others. Principal Baird had a practice of weeping
when in the pulpit,fand on the occasion of the visit of
King George IV, to Scotland, in 1820, when he resided
at Holyraod Palace and atremted divine service in the
High Church, Dr. Chatmers madethe humorous remark
that 1t would be * teonze Baird to Leorge Rex grect-
ing” (Suotive, crying)—a less savage joke surely than
Sydney Smith's remark to Bishop Selwyn, then recent
ly nominated to the Diocese of all New Zealand with
the]Canmbal Island of the South Pacific, that»f hungry
alter any of his Epscopal visitations, he would prob-
ably be informed by some of his panshoners that
there zoas  old man upon the sidcboard !

Principal Baird took an active and gencrous interest
in the Highland Socicty’s schools and education gen-
crally, as befitted his position, and was succeeded by
Principal Joln Lee, a man of high character and
great research, who was nunister of the Old Church
‘South St. Giles, then divided into four chusches with
five nunisters), the church in which Knox's pulpit
stood, and Regent Murray's tomb is. Dr. Lee suc-
ceeded Chalmers in the chair of Divinty after 134),
and was the father of the present Professor of Church
History in Glasgow University, and also of Sheriff Lee,
procurator of the Church of Scotland. To Principal
Lee succeeded Sir David Brewster, who was followed
by Sir Alexander Grant, Bart,, presently in office.

Dr. Chalmers, however, was Principal and Primar-
ius Professor of Divinity in the new College, Edin-
burgh, an institution which does not issuc degrees like
our Queen's College and Uwmwversity, Kingston, but
bears the same relation to Edinburgh University that
Knox College, Toronto, sustans to Toronto Univer-
sity. The enforcement of the Law of Tests in respect
to non-theolomical chairs n the dSeottish Umiversities
at that ume tempted some to contemplate a full Uni-
versity Staff at the new College, and Chairs of Natutal
Science, Lopie and Metaphysies, and Lthics, togedher
with Classical and Mathematical Tutors, extsted fora
few years. But the nund uf the Church was deaidedly
against the continuance of such  arrangements,
and the New College, Edinburgh, now restrcts tself
entirely to Theolugy and cognate branches. The de-
gree of B.D. may be obtaied at the Scottish Univer-
sities by Divinity students of all denominations after
ane session’s attendance at sume one ur other of the
University Divinity classes, and possibly even that 1s
not now mdispensable and may be optional.  But the
New College never professed to be a University, never
applied for a Royal charter, or contemplated any such
step, to the best of my knowledge. R.T.

Drummonduville, Oct. 17, 1879.

HUME MISSIUN DEFICIT—dA REPLY.

MR. EDITOR, - Permit me, as bricfly as I can, to re-
ply to the letters of  Presbyter ¥ and “ Another Pres-
byter,” regarding the deficit in the Home Mission
Fund.

It is alleged by these brethren that the Home Mis-
sion Committee have not done all they might have
done, to reduce the large indebtedness resting upon
the fund ; that their policy of doing nothing is blame-
worthy ; that they have retired in dignified disap-
pointment to mourn over an unwilling people ; that
were the defaulting congregations visited and can-
vassed, the entire difficuity would be remeved ; and
finally, as one says, “if the Committee sce no way
out of the difficulty there is another course open to
them besides simply retiring for six months.” The
other course that is open to them is not indicated, but
I presume it means résignation of their trust into other
hands.

] am sure that the writers of these letters are ac-
tuated by the best of motives, and are warm support-
ers of the fund, but 1 cannot think their strictures
upon the Committee in the least deserved. The de-
cision complained of was arrived at after twelve
hours’ earnest deliberation, when every possible plan
for meeting the emergency was discussed. The nun.
utes also show that every member, minister and clder
was present, and the resolution was adopted with but
one dissentient.

The appointment of deputies to visit not only de-
faulting congregations, but all the congregations of the

Church, has again and again been tried. In many
cases, doubiless, the results were encowraging ; i
many thereverse.  In some casesthe deputies selected
by the Presbytery,to co.operate with the delegates
rom the Home Mission Committee, could not fulfil
their engagements at the date appointed ; in other
cases the delegates from the Committee could not
meet the congregations on the days appointed by the
Presbytery ; in other cases, ministers and congrega.
tions plainly ntimated that they neither desired nor
required the visits of a deputation, while by others the
appointment of deputations &y any Commiliee without
the express sanction and instructions of the General
Assembly was strongly condemned.  Preshyteries are
jeatous, and not without good reason, of infringing
upon their special work.  1f the Home Mission Com.
unttee are at liberty in every strait, to send deputa.
tions to every congeegation in the Church, or to non.
contributing congregations, why not the Foreign
Mission Committee, or the French Evangelizatio
Committee, why not, indeed, every commitice in the
Church? 1 am far from saying that there have been
too many special appeals to our churches, but the
fecling is very general that spasmodic efforts to make
up deficiencies may be carried too far, and thatin pro-
portion as onc scheme is temporarily beacfited the
others suffer.

1 agree with much your correspondents say regard.
ing the inadequate results of circulars, no matter by
whom prepared. ‘The remedy for such deficits in the
Home Missia~ und and other funds of the Church,
lics neither n circulars nor in deputations, but in
Presbyteries, mimsters and office-bearers dealing faith- .
fully withtheirrespectivecongregations. If a pastorcan-
not impress his people with the greatness of the work,
and evoke their liberality, orif he has so little interest
n the schemes of the Church, as never to speak of
them from his pulpit, it is vain to expect that other
methods will be successful, .

The names of nun-contributing congregations to the
Home Mission Fund and other funds of the Church,
are known to Presbytertes.  The Presbyteries have, ©
furthermore, been enjcined to take order that oppor-
tunity be given i every congregation withw their
bounds to contribute to the Home Mission Fund, At
the close of each year, when the financial statements
comne into the hands of the Presbytery or clerk, no-
thing surely is easier than to note defaulting con-
gregations, and deal with them, if necessary. It is
surely reasonable to suppose that Presbyteries will be
able to deal with such congregations moure intelligently
than any deputationof a committee, however wisc and
prudent. The condition of every congregation within
their bounds, as to means and ability 1o give, and the
best method of approaching such congregations, are
matters that come more properly within the juris-
diction of a Presbytery than ‘any Comunittee of the
Church. )

A few years ago when a debt of $10,000 rested upon
the fund, the General Assembly authorized the Com-
mittee to assess Presbyteries their proportion of the
amount, and exjoined Presbyteries to secure said pro-
portions from congregations within their bounds. This
action met with a fair amount of success. But it was
very distinctly understood that sucha method of meet-
ing a deficit should not be repeatzd, and ministers
not a few  plainly said, that if repeated, their congre-
gations would not respond.

In Marchlast when the Committec found themselves
involved to a like amount, a similar resolution to the
onc agreed upon in October, was proposed and only
lost by one vote .

** After lengthened consideration, it wasmoved by Mr, T,
\V, Taylor, seconded by Mr. J. Laing :

“\Whercas the Commiltee, at its meeting in October last,
resolved that in the event of sufficient funds not being forth-
comng prior to the March meeting of the Committee, they
would be under the necessity of deducting & percentage from
the claims of all Presbytenies for supplemented congregations
and mission stations for the half-year ending 315t March then
next, so as to equalize the expenditure with the income fos
the year.  And whereas the amount received up to this date
is the sum of $18,500, which falls short of the amount ne-
cessary to pay 1n full the claims upon the fund by the sum of
$22,000, the Comtnittee, in view of that fact, and the small
ospect, judging from the experience of the past three or
our years, that the contributions yet to be received before
the close of the financial year will meet the deficiency, while
cypressing theit deep sympathy with those labourers wh
may suffer so severely {rom the results of the action now
forced upon the Committee through the Church’s failure to
gwve a hearty response to thesr urgent appeals for more liberal
contributions, resulve to appoint a sug-commmcc to meet
during the first week in May nextand reduceall claims of Pres-

byteries for supplemented congregations and mission stations
for the Ealf-ycar ending 31st March next by such a per-




