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Fish Culture in Canada.*
It was liot unitil 18,53, SO far as I eaui

ascertaini, that aniý attenîpt wvas mnade
upon this continent to artificially breed
fisiies. Dr. Theoclatus Garlick, of Clevv-
land, Ohijo, was the pionter. He obtained
parent brook-trout iu Canxada, takiing
then across froin iPort Stanley iii Ontario,
to lis establishmient iu Olo. He wvas
au eîîthusiast, and hib exhibits of younig
fislh, hatchied froin Canadiail trout-egs,
were a feature for inany years, at Agri-
cultural Exhiibitions iu the varions States
bordering on the great lakes. Canada
soon followed suit. The initial attenints
were, of course, largely experîniential.
The late Mr. Sainnel Wilniot claiîned to
have originated fislh-culture iii Cauada ;
but I finid the claini to bt± disputed, and
ivitli justification, by a venerable and
respected citizen of Ottawa, Mr. Richard
Nettie. Stiniulated. lno doubt, by recol-
lections of fanions streains iu bis native
Devonshire, Mr. .Nettie, as early as 1 856
or 1857, began tlie incubation of salmion
and trout eggs for purposes of artificial
stocking, iii hatchiiîg tanks in the City
of Quebec. He disputed the az-curacy of
the dlain frequently put forward on
beliaîf of Mr. Wilmnot. The Bishiop of
Ottawa (Dr. Hamilton) invidentaliy coni-
firined the dlaimu of Mr. Nettie iii a
recent conversation, hi!ý lordslîip inforni-
ing nie that lie ixuseif saw the young,
fisli and tue hiatching arrangements about
tme tixuie referred to. Mr. Nettie waLs
thien Superlutendent of Fislieries for
Lower Canada. Froni a report by the
late Mr. Wilniot, dated Dec. 31St, 1878,
iz appears thiat lie coxninenced experi-
nents in fisii-iatching iu iS6.5, eiglit or
ine years later than Mr. Nettle's experi-
ients, and lie carried it on as a private
-lterprise until the Dominion Goverui-
ment took the work over and gav M1
Wihunot n appointinemt as a Governnmeut
official. In iS66 Mr. Wilnmot acted as a
fishiery officer, witm autlîority f rom the
Govermuient of Upper Canada, and on
M-aY 3otli, 1868, lie beconie an officer
under the Departînient of Marine and

fisheries ; ,but ilt 'Was iot until eiglit
years later (1876) tliat lie becanie Super-
intiendeut of Fishi Breedin.g. For 1iis
initial experimuelts hie wvas paid, in 1869,
the sunI of e2,000 by Order in Counicil.

Thus fislî-culture in Canada, at first a
private enterprise on a sinall scale,
received a kind of seili-officiai sanction;
but ln 1868 it bucaiiie distinctively a
branchi of the Dominion Governînient
service, the Newcastle Hatchiery, pos-
sessed by Mr. Wilniot, being transferred
to the Departîient of Marine and Fish-
cries. Thliis ]iatchery, Mr, Wilnot
affirnned, iii his report dated Feb. 3rd,
1875, " lias been the nucleus frorn whicli
ail of the National and State fis-ýh-breedinig
ebtablibhmienits iii Canada and the Uniited
States of Anierica liave takeil tlieir rise. "
Additionai hiatcheries were son built,
the famous Restigotîche Salmion ilistitu-
tion ini 1872 (twice rebult>, and the
Mirainidhi H-atchery lu. S73. 111 1874
the Gaspe Hatclhery was coinmnenced,
and ii3 1875 a large niiil was purchased
at Tadousac and converted iinto a fish-
breeding establishmnent, supplantecl by a
new building later. The work expanded,
so that Mr. Wilnîot. lu Feb., 1875, was
able to speak of five hiatcheries in Can-
ada, four of thieni in full operation.

aMudli interest naturaliy centres iii the
NZewcastle Hatchiery on Lake Ontario,
wliere thirty-five years ago, tlîe vork
commnenccd. The build1ing, enlarged
and iînproved, is situated on a sînail
streamu at the hiead of a sinail creek or
inarsh opening into the lake near Bow-
inanville, and about thirty-five miles
east of Toronto. A slieltered and
secluded valley of great sylv-an beauty
encloses the site, but the work bas
alwavs beeii liandicapped by its distance,
botli frein good spawniug' grounlds, and
fromi suitable areas for planting the fry.
Mr. Wilinot erected the liatchery, as wZas
natural, near to his ovni residence, and
at a tinie wlicn salînonl frequented Lake
Ontario, and resorted to the creekz iii
question for purposes of spaw'ning. For

**rTlic cxtracts arc takcen froni a paper rend by i'rofcssorF I. ].Prince, Dominion Coitimissioner of ishcrics,
before the Ottaw~a Litcrary and Scientifie Socieiv.


