12 Life and Immortalily: a Sermon.

L prouf af the positions wivanced in the text, those who believe that
the Apostle wrote under the plenary inspiration of the Holy Spirit, can
neither demnnd nor desive any ulterior evidence.e But the mind may
unhesitatingly yicld its assent to a declaration of Seripture us a matter of
faith, wkile, at the same time, it has a very indistinet and inadequate
conception of it, 8s a matter of understanding.  In such a casc a deuble
bestefit is likedy to result from a mantresTaTioN of the truth, while the
mind is mare expanded, the heart may Become more powerfully im-
pressed. 1 ami solicitaus to protate both these valuable gbjeets by
an tllustration of the womentous truths to which your attention is now
culled. .

L. It iy kmportam in the first place, to obtsin a clear perception of the
import of the terms which the Apastle cmploys.

Jesus Christ, he affinms, katk aholished deatk.  This is the language
of grateful exultation; and well may the heavenly oracle, which un-
nounces ~o plorious i conguest inspire every believing breast with kin-
dred emaozions,  Bur will the announcement bear to be tested by plain
faet?  Was tho abolition of death completely achieved by the incarna-
teld Son of God?  Did the king of 1errors who reigned from Adam to
Moses, and perpetuated his all-devastaing cmpire {rom Moses o
Christ, drop the spear frow his pmalyzed arm when the Prince of Life
appeared?  Did the divine Redeemer work the extermination of our
dreaded and wovtal toe {roin the cavth, over which, desalated by his un-
ceasing vavages, he had so long waved his pale baunce svith maiignant
triumph?  Is it on the historie reeords of those ages only that passed a-
way anterior to the coming of Measiah thatwe trace the appalling demon-
strations of his power?  This were a consummation which aur strong
attachment to life, and our instinctive hovror of the tomdh, would rendey
extremely congenial with our feeling=; but vain is every hupe of exemp-
tion from the infliction of the penal ~entence-—Dust thou art, and unfe
dust thow shalt return.

A view however there i, there wust be, i which the words ure ~ub-
Bely true. It is a view which opens only on the eyc of faith. This
principle is invesiad with omnipotence, and the spliere of s vision iv
tnnneasurably expanded.  As wilk the Lovd, o with funth, one day 23
as a thousand years, and o thousand years as one day.  Itean annihilate
distance the most remote, wind change gloow the wost profound into the
light of morning.  Richly tnbued with this principle, the substunce af
things hoped for, the ceidence of things not secn, the apusile could look
throngh the vista of futiy with an )¢ to which the darkness of the
arave prescated wo obtiuction, asd beholding the desnuction of fhe
last enemy, the gates of the sepudchie wnbarred, and its fong imprisoned
captives dilerated for s o e coulid exelaim with transport. desis Chrast
kath abolished death?



