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constant cricp. We may observe it is the duck that
quaclcs, nýDt the drakie. Some chroniclers of the
fifteenth centui-y, hield that ducks wero the produce
of decomposed plants; as we find it occasionally
asserted now that barnacles arc produced froin the
shcll of that name adhering to the rides of ships.
As the chuld Nvhen asked what it Nvas made of,
replied, Ilbcef," 60 the duck, feeding in marshes,
may bc said to bo made of its weeds.

Spread ovcr every country on the globe, and
nourished alike on animal and vegetable productions,
they are omivorous. :Rearcd ivith great facilîty,
and maturing quickly, the attention for the. poultry
keeper is naturally directed to them.

The Aylesbury duck .-au bo successftlly renreci
where running vatcr and gravel abourncl; the R~ouenî
in any locality. In sizo irnd speedy growvtl, the
former bas a slightadvantagc; but the perfect wvhite
plumage and flesh-colored bill, noiv affected at
exhibitions, cannot bc perfected save in the ncigh-
bourhood of Aylesbury, %vrbore the soil and gravol
are special.

The first eggs are tisuial iiifertiic; %vild bircla
desert their8.

Abundantly fed and the cggs rciuovcd, ttic (uclc
lays upwa-ds of ore hundrcd eggs, but requires
solitude to hateh, and is best supplantcd by the
heu, wvhichi cati bo had carlier and inanagcd more

Jeasily. ŽNine eggs ivill suffice for a sitting. Sonie
Jpersons leave space for a few lien eggs in the cluteh,
Jputting thiem- down eiglit days Inter. Thîey affirma
Jthat the little oues are taugiit better ianners by
their more astute faster brethren. As the eggs of
bation than those of other fowl, they should bc
covered withi a elotli while the bird is feeding.
*Wherz the young issue forth, nt the end of twenty-
eight or thirty days, they ean be fed for the first
Iweek on worms c hopped, rougi erumblcd bread,Jsteepe lu n-vater or milk, then barley or Indian
Imeal ; and wvhen about thirc wieeks old, netties or
jchopped vegetables may bc added at discretion.
Greaves or chopped ment may bc given beforc
killing or ftttening for exhibition. Next te goslings,
the rat prefers d tioklings, so that enro ixnnst be takien
that this Norwveigu invader doca iiot slcedadIle withî
them. in his frequeut raids. The cat. a penny for
the rat's hecad, aînd careftil poisoning will drive off
this pirate.

V'ery youn- duckilings must be kiept frorn -etting-
into -%vater, and thereby contracting cramp; daily
rcnewed litter is inipeintive ini their reariug, and
a flat board with a ledge to spread their food upon,
as it should, not be iiquid enougli to run.

Mules, mue]> bread ini the soîîth. of France, are
the produce of the Muscovy drake, and cither
Aylesbury or Rouen duekes. Their eggs are abon-
dant and their fiesh is delicate. Tie mule does not
reproduce excopt ivith one or other of the parent
species. The first cross is best adapted for use.
Little water suffices themn.

The drake may be alloived froni six to ee
companions, with more the eggs wvould bc unpro-
ductive.

The black East Indian docks, rliiinu witli a
green metallie lustre, are very pretty. Theyxisually
pair.

The Cayuga or lake duel. of Amierica, is said to
bu hardy sad of a good size. It is a good layer,

and its wcvigltis equal to the Rouen, eighit to fine
pounds. The color, broivn black, whrite collar, and
whvlite flakes onu ncc and breast, faint green on
head, neck aud wings.

Soft water iii better than hard for ducis ; clearneas
not a desideratomn. When for imrnediate use, the
duck is killed by strangulation; if for transport or
long keeping, the throat is eut, entre being taken
net to soul the plumage, wihich is most osefîîl to'
the careful hou sekeeperas the feathers are cousiclored
nearly equal to those of the goose. They can be
plucked likoe the latter bird, wvith moderation and
are neariy as profitable. Thli tinie for molting la
generally aftcr incubation, wihiclh is the proper tii-no
to pluck.

Eider doiçn constitutes a Lource of indostry
amongst many of the polar region inhabitants, wiho,
at the peril of thecir lives, seek in rocky elefts nests
made of sea herbs, wihere the Eider duek lays hier
eggs on a bcd of doivi tomn front her breast, and
again and again renewed the maie aiding if required.

Ou the canaIs and rivera of China, 'the raising of
duekas ia carricd on in boats, from -%vhici Iliev are
sent to feed ou the brinik of the rivera, and rcalled
by the sound of a trumpet and a traincd dog. As
iii bee-keeping, the boats change their iocality at
wiili, for a freslh field of nourishinieut. A boat is
capable of lodging 2,000 dueks.

TIhe nua terra of the duck's life is froin twelve
to fifteeu years, and il is of aIl birds of the pouitry
yard the înost robust. IV.S eggc's excul. those of the
hoen for omelettes or l)astriea, but are not as easily
whipped for ci-cama, &e. by the coohk, nnd are there-
fore not such favoorites with that artist.

There are iuauy varieties of dock wihielî iuy pc
wiili net allow iv e to specify. Among thora are the
Bahamia, a very graceful bird; the Carolina and
Mandarin, bathi very beautifuil, and the Cauvas..back,
wibih is computedl by American consumera to have
a most dolicate flaveur, and 'egsabout four
pounda.

I condense froni the Standard qf E cellciicc, pub-
lisbied by the Poultry Club, the folloi'ing -

Aylesbury.-BÎil, long and broad; aide view as
straight as possible froin top of head to tip of bill;
fleali coloured, and( fiec froni black markis; vecli,
long and graceful; body1, long and deep; back, long
and broad; zcing.s, %ivell up and strong; lail, stiff,
curled in the drake ; tldghi, short; lege, short and
stroug, light orange; plumage, pure white.

riouen.-Dake's bill saine in shape as Aylesbury;
colour, greenish yeliow, with black beau at tip.

Duck's bill, broad, long, flat, brownish orange,
'with dark blotch ou upper end; plumage of both
like tho wild mallard and bis mate. 'White in tlic
fliglit feathers of cither; clear yellow, dark green,
bine, or lead coloured bis; and birds dowu bohind
froni excessive fat, arc disqualifications.
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Tua Mezyùlitai? (Xova) Times, says a cow ili that
vicinity recently dropped tbree .liviug calves at one
birtli» and tho trio are doing wiel], and iik-cly to
live.

MJILTON MsnrRInILD, Of ProvideceIC, caugit. fifty-

1870.] Ili


