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SPRING ON THIE RIVERZ.

O sun, shine bot on the river;
For the ice is turning an ashien hue,
And the still brighit wvatcr is looking throughi,
And the myriad strcams arc grcting you

With a ballad of life to tic giver.
From forest and field and sunny towvn
Meeting and running and tripping down

With laughiter and song to the river.

Oh!1 thc din on the boats by the river.
The builders arc working while day avails,
With sound of hewing and hammcring nails,
Planing and painting and mending sails,

Ail day in their shrill endeavour.
For the wvaters brim over thecir wintry cup,
And the grinding ice is breaking up

And we must awvay down the river.

Oh!1 the hum and the toil of the river,
The ridge of the rapid sprays and skips:
Loud and low Ly the watcr's lips,
Tearing the wct pincs into strips,

The saiv miii is moaning ever.
The littie grcy sparrow skips and cails
On the rocks in the ramn of the water faiis,

And the Iogs are adrift' in the river.

Oh ! restlessly wvhiris the river.
The rivulets run and the cataract drones:
The spiders arc flitting over the stones:
Sunimer winds float and the cedar moans;

And thc cddics gleani and quiver.
O sun, shine hot, shiiic long and abide
In the gloxy and power of thy summ--r tide

On the swift, longing face of the river.
A. LAMPMAN.

CHARLES KINGSLEY.

Conliui d
In 1842, Kingsley, at the age of twenty-three, becamc

curate of Eversley, and wvhcn, in the foilowing year, the
living became vacant hc wvas appointcd rcctor of Uic
parish, and therc iived, workci and died. JIow scrious

a matter lie fclt his profession to bc wve may gatiier from
the following words written on his ordination morning:
IIt is an awful thing 1 for wc p)romise virtualiy at

least, to renounce this day, not only the devii and thc
flesh, but the îvorld , to do nothing, know nothing, whicli
shail tiot tcnd to the furtherance of God's kîngdomi or
Uic assimilation of oursel1 -s to the Great Ideal, and to
our proper place and ragik iii the great system w~hose
harmony we arc to labor to rcstore." And again," «Night
and morning, for montlîs, - %y prayer lias been, « O God,
if I arn iîot wvorthy, if my sin in leading souls from Tliee
is stili unpardoncd, if 1 arn desiring to bc a dcacon not
wliolly for tFe sake of serving Ilîc, if it bc nccessary to
showv me my îveaknesq and the liolitiess of Thy office
more strongly, O God, reject me'

Without doubt it ivas this realization of the extreme
sacredness of lus vocation wvhich made him so faithful a
parish priest. Ûp to this pcriod of his life wve sce many
signs of the naturalist and of the literary man, but, I
think, none of the ministcring agent of the wvants spiri-
tual and otherwise of a flock. And yet it is to this wc
find him suddcnly transformed. A new element in his
nature suddenly bursts into life, destined to become the
fairest of many blossoms. WVe rnay, indecd, bc delighted
wvith the magnetic charm, the powerful originaiity of his
wvritings, ive may think highiy of him as a man of great
gcncral culture, or wc may admire bum in his bold
championshilp of the poor and opprcssed, but it is as the
country parson, doing what many, pcrhaps, consider the
humble duties that are attached to thc clerical lii e, ýhî
w~e find hirn mostadmirable and most loveable.

Let us then glance at his daily life during the fe'v
ycars of his rectorship at Eversicy. I-is parish wvas a
large and neglected one, the population scattered, and
consisting almost cntircly of agricultural labourcrs, of
wvhom no single man nor wvon-tan could rcad or write. The
Hoîy Communion celebrated but thrce ti:ncs a ycar, the
alims collected in an oid wc'oden saucer. He at once
perccived that no reformation couid bcecffectcd but by
means of stcady, consistent work. Straightway he
started clubs for the poor. A shoe club, a coal club, a
maternai society> a loan fund and lending library wcre
soon put in operation. An aduit school wvas heid by
him thrc nighnts a wveck during the wvintcr montlis, and
a Suinday School, also conducted by hlm, was formcd.


