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wild beast, Yrowliut and snarliag in a den from which hie is 10 be
tempted only by the prospect of' f'rcsh bloodslîcd. Wlicn his passion.
ate liatrcd of one man lias becu overcomne by lus desire foi' revcuge,
uipon another lie rushes forth, slaughiters def'encelcss c""tives Nvith
savage eihadhp uuanly insuits upon the corpse of a gallant
enemy. Yet this great brute commands some measure of our admira-
tion in spite of ail these tlîings bceause lie is swift of foot, irresistible
in combat, and able to wvicld a javelin whlui the strongest of his stroug
-companions caunot liandie. Richard Coeutr-de-Lioni, a favourite hero
îvith school-boys and not unadmireci by inany people of' inaurcu' judg-
ment, wvas a miodern Achulles -%vitli the harslier features of' lis chia-
racler someivhat toncd down by the influienc of' an age and surround-
ings wvhich thougli barbarous enouglu iu themselves, werc polishied and
Imne comparcd widi those of the Grecian liero. We cannot very
sternly censure the f'ollics and cruelties of a man-

Against whiose fuury aund unuuateced force
The awcless lion could flot wage the figlit.

.and who, as 'c are told, could sluattcr ordinary men lik-e glass iith a
rnîglit.y axe whlui noue but lie couuld lift. We cauunot resist the attrac-
tions whichi could captivate, tle gentle and hîumaue mind of Sir Walter
Scott. Aud thlough wc have lcarned to look for higlier qualities iu
our hceroes, tlue success of Mr. Lawrence's novels proves even in our
own daiy that muscular strengh and skill have Ihîcir fascinations even
wvhen displaycd iu coînpany withi sone, of the worst vices of barbarism.
Guy Livingstone and the Cool Captain, lustful, rcv,-ngefti modern
savacs and childish iii everythiug save innoceuic aud wceakncss, re-
ceive a measure, of approbation that would liardly be given ho moral
and upright men who eould not, like t'hem, thrash prize-fighiters aui
man-tage unibroken hiorses.

Thle ancients rccognized no laîv but that of force, and no force but
tuat of animal strengîli. Tluey trcatcd the moral virtues vcry mnucli
as we do thme physical ones, honouriùg thieni now and then in speechi
Xvith a few comunouplace comnuendations, îvhile in practice they cither
ý,iolated or igaored them. Literature and the fine arts hadl not ac-
tîuircd popular forms, indeed they liad hardly more than coule int
existece. Alexander thc Great ivas probably as wvisc aud wvcl1 cdu-
catcd as inost of his predecessors or contexuporaries. Yet wvhcn lie
'vas asked wluether hie ivould bave preferred t0 be Achilles or llomer,
lus answcvr ivas so dccidcd that hie could only express it by another
question : IlWhich is the nobler," said lie, "la victor ut the Olynmpie
Games, or the herald 'who pi' daims him ?" There were no ingenious
instruments to enable the 'ekto con'pctc ivith, the strong, cither in
the arts of warfare or in those of peace. A mnan ivithout mnuscular
strengtb and endurance ivas as nanght n usm ttside ul

amnan was not allowed to cxist. la Sparta, every child, vhidli ap-
pcarcd at birtli to be deformcd or* sîckly or incapable of growving up lfo a,
life of labour and hiardship, w'as ah once exposed to perisli upon Mount
Taygctus. The bilicst honour to whieh a Greck citizen could aspire,
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