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8kth Of the Fait of the Azttc imiùe, with the Uos"rnctioa of Mexico.

1I;ýLDING to
* the present ne-

cessity of the case, lie prepared to leud
*'h is discomfited followvers acrnss the great'
*plain,« hopitig to find a shelter %vithin the

______friendly walls of Tiasca-
la; but, before they

reached Tias.
cala, anoîher

encounter' wa eoe hv he vr ithin a
S short distance of their place of refuge. when, on

reaching the valley of Otompan, they beheid an im-
mnense army stret-hed out across the plain, evidently detcrmined
to dispute their passage. Lt seemed impossibetate te

band of Cortés could stand for an hour against, the vast array.

Every sokiier must have feit his last hour ivas corne. The
Spaniards fought wvîth the energy of despair; anud the victory or

manSvre Cotéskiled te yungchif a anen.rly period in

the ctin. Apane sizedthewhol Inianarmy, wvho fled

kindly received, and bis jaded followers found that rest and re-
freshment they so greatly needed. For some time after their
arrivai, in Tiascala, Cortés wvas laid on a bed of sickness, the
consequence of extraordinary fatigue and long sustained anxi-
ety of' mind. During this season of repose, lie rnatured bis
plans for again taking the field, determined nothing should ini-
duce bim, ta aba-ndon bis grand enterprise. Lt required much
persuasion, and an appeal to ail a soldier's feelings of' honor
and ambition, to induce bis companions heartily to co-operate
in bis schenies. Many were for returning to Vera Cruz, and
from thence to, the islands. Cordés gave free permission to as
rnany as wished it, to veturin, saylig, Ilhle felt stronger iii the


