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my turnip cellar, it was lovelled and
tramped, but the walls were rough stone
and the partition wood—not in any
way airtight, and not understanding
that our main business was to excludo
tho air we did not weight it or close it
on top. I had 45 head of cattlo in tho
stables—they had a run daily in the
rough dry pastures, but could not get
much more than oxorcise there, The
produco of theso two acres lasted theso 45
enttle for two months, and a very large
amount of the cut corn, nearly a fuut all
around, top, sides and ends, rvtted aud
had to be hanled away. Bere then was
o proof that the quantity wus produced,
one acro furnishing feed for the 45 cattle
for one month, Thes seven acres would
carry this munber of cattle through one
ordinary winter at thiz rate, and my
cattlo looked well and throve wn the
feod, which they ate greedily, and which
nad a strong molasseslike smell. It
therefore, to my mind, resolves into a
question of prescrving this forage through
the winter in an econumical wauner, aml
this Mesgsrs. Stare & Johnson claim to
have accomplished satisfactorily.

“Somo objections have, I believe,
been suised to the quality of the cut
food, when it is taken from the pits,—it
1s asserted that the saccharine matter had
disappeared. In order to test this
Messrs, Starr & Johnson have each
kindly furnished samples fronr pits to
Prof. Lawson, who has arranged to test
the material and ascertain i€ it has under-
gono any chemical change, reducing its
value as food, and I hope to be able to
furnish you his report. Mr. Starr has
also kindly, at my request, experimented
in mixing the cut forage, when raised
from the pit, with cut straw, and his
experiment, which he will no doubt pub-
lish, gocs to show that the two together
make a very palateable mess, which the
cattle eagerly eat.

“ Mr. Starr was so much interested in
this new system that he went on, I
understand, last spring to the Ilastern
States, visiting a large num’ = of farms
where this plan of feeding was adopted,
and all spoke in its fuvor. He obtained
a number of publications on the subject
which ho ga 3 mo an opportunity to
look over. Some reports go to show
that ensilage by itself is a cold food, and
that animals on it alene do not thrive
well in very cold iweather,  Neither
would they on turnips alone. Lo my
mind this cut forge rather takes the
placo of turnips than of hay. I should
be irclined to feed it mixed (being
allowed to stand say for 48 hours) with
equal bulk of cut straw, and, in caso of
fattening cattle, meal or oil cuke. Hay I
consider altogether too costly an article
on which to make beef profitably, 60
lbs, of corn ensilago duily will, it is

stated, keep an animal as well as 30 lbs,
of tho best hay.

* United States writers montion 70 tons
of curn as the yiold of an acre, .1 am con-
tent to base my estimate on half that
amount. Thus we find an acre of curn
keeps six animals, whilst at «n averago
crop of two tons (a liberal estimato all
over) of hay, it takes 14 acres to keep one
animal.,

* Another enormous advantage that
cuth, if thus preservable, pussesses uver tur-
nips, is that its harvest time will come
betwoen grain harvest and potato diggiug,
genotally o slack time with us, as the
ground is then usually too dry to plough
the stubble. Turnips must beo lett till
November, with the nsk ot being caught
by frost, and thuse who, tike myselt, have
had 25 acres of turnips to handle in No-
vember, know the drag and anxiety that
attends the * pulling” time, beside which,
as turnips are a drill crop intended to
prepare the ground for grain, it is most
undesitable to tramp up the wet ground
in the manner that hauling 600 or 700
bushels of turnips oft an acre naturally
nccessitates,  Any crop then, that ean
profitably take the placo of turnips, will,
especially to us clay-land farmers, be wel-
comed. Thus, we get our ensilage pits
filled before the beginning of October,
perhaps even earlier, will clear our cleaned
and manured ground for fall wheat,
which, if successtul, will materially reduce
our spring laborsin putting in our crop ;
to my mind this system if it bears out all
its advocates assert, will, in my own case
and I presume in that of farmers generally,
cause & more thorough change, aud all
in the direction of econowmising and
facilitating work and largely increasing
the returns, It will encourage men to
dram and improve their land, It will
unquesticnably necessitate some outlay in
remodelling root cellars or building
“« Silus” or air tight pits, and apparently
increased stable room also, but it will
well justify all this by its returns, and
will, I believe, give a new impulse to
furming, an impulse that is certainly
required.”—Feom the Maritime Farmer,

GREAT HENNERIES.

Pouliry are kept in this and other
countries for fancy and for profit. A
noble duke, a well-kuown authority in
agricultural affairs, returns from his home
farin every moruing with a couple of
new-lid eggs for breakfust. His grace
keeps fouls for faucy aud also for the suko
of fresh eggs. There ure pouitry-Louses
that cost £1000, stocked with hens that
cost £10 ench. Their owners are poultry
fanciers, whose superb lLienneries may be
well worth description, Lut at present I
have in view poultry kecpers of another
sorte  Mrs, Isabel Thorne, of Sovuthover

Grange, Lewes, foumdor ot the Acsocia-
tion for the Promotion of Minor Fond
Production, has stated in the Z¥mes that
the number of poultry kept in Ifranco is
40,000,000, These are kept for profit,
and their owuers aro generally smuaht
industrious tarmers. Thero is no diflicutty
in keeping poultry ut a profit on u small
seale when they pick up their own living
and steul a little trom their neighbours,
In this country, however, and in America,
all departments of agriculture are muv-
aged on a lurger scule thun in France,
and an itching tor punliry keeping ou the
grand scale must frow time to time Le
gratified. A large . busiuess frequently
beats n small one, on unccouut of the
superior economy of its management ;
and lurge poultry farms are coustantly
started in the hope that the same priuci-
ples may be applied as in other kinds of
large Swming, such as sheep furming,
where a flock of 1000 can certuinly be
kept more ndvautageously thuu a flock
of ten.

Among the successful pioneers in this
brauch of iudustry is Mr. A. C. Hawkius,
who has fouuded a large busitzess on his
father’s farm at Lancaster, Mags. The
sous of lurge farmers have been blamed
sometimes for doing too little and some-
times for doing too much in the spurting
line; this young gentlemun of Blussu-
chiusetts seems to have thought that, in
the absence of foxes, poultry might be
profifable. He commenced what has
proved & very pleasant aud profitable pur-
suit in preference to the alternutive of
idleness, which is too often forced on
young farmers whose sives, being ull
energy and activity, are unwilling to des-
pute to Masters Juck on ‘Lom any portion
uf the management.

When heus are kept in large numbers
the strictest atteution 1o one or two points
is necessary, ov they will assuredly come
to grief. Their houses must be kept
scrupulously clean. A sine gud non
keeping pouliry healthy, especially when
& lurge number is kept together, is clean
Jiness. It has been by meauns ot his skill
in providing tor his feathered stock pro-
per food, air, water, and shelter, aud by
their subdivision into small flocks that
Mr. Hawkins kas solved the problem
which las puzzied and thwarted mauny
who have uattempted it. Idis system
resembles in one respect that which has
been often advocated in these columus—
he keeps only young Lens hatched in
spring aud sent to market after their first
or sccond winter us boilers in July, or us
autumn rousters. Thus he gets his best
supply of eggs in winter.  Kxamples have
been already given of April chickeus luy-
ing 100 eggs before they were a yeur old,
beginuing to lay at the most profitable
period, early it October.

BMr. Hawkins is both an egy and fowl
producer.  Ilis eurly chickens for market



