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Ellen just theu cune in, and after shaking
hands with Charles told him that she wante
hiw'to go with herafter tea to Awherst.

“YWe can nde over,” she said, ** on horse-
i back and a smart gullop will do us no harm. If
we can persuade Alice to come with us all the
better.”

“ YVery well, Ishall be happy to go with you
rAs for Alice, I have not seen her for these three
or four duys, One thing or another has always
interposed.”’ .

“ Well, you are a nice man surely to.be en-
gaged to my cousin, and not go tosec her for
50 long a thue ; you should be ashamed of your-
self'! "If' T had a beau I'd teach him better.”

* Poor girl ! you have none, have you 7’

* None at all.”

** You forget Edward Bland.”’

“ Qh, no ; but he’saway, you know,—I mean
here.”’ '

* Ali very fine, Miss Bllen, but I guess he's
the * coming man’ absent or present.”’

Kdward Bland of whom we have here made
mention forthe first time was a twin brother of
the doctor’s, but in every respeet his contrast.
it both in looks and disposition. He was, to tell
I the truth , 1o a little like Charles Rivers whose
- friend he'had been at college, and the resem-
; blance extended to their habits as well as their

looks, Ile was a lawyer, also, and had been
i absent in Kurope for some months on a tour
1. previously to his commencing the practice of
his profession. He was, however, expected
home soon.  People said that he was engaged
to killen Foster, and there was doubtless some
truth in the report. .

i After tea the horses were brought round to
the door, and Charles and Ellen cantered down
the avenue. :

‘ Chayles,” she said, asscon as they reached
the wood, ** T have something very serious to
say to you. I intend not to give yon a scolding
which L “think you deserve, hut to warn you
that Alice has heard something of your carcer
at collegze which has given her great pain.
Her mother, also knows of it, and in short,
it has produced a feeling against you in
their minds which will require extra good beha-
viour on your part to eradicate and cfface.”

“ Of what have they heard 2

“ Of your drinking, &e., and, to speak gener-
ally, béing a very wild young man.”

** And Alice knows this?”’

“She does.”
* Who is her informer ?”’
¢ I,g,annot say, some vulgar old gossip Isup-

 What does she propose to do about the
matter, I wonder ?”’

I do not know, but I know this, that Alice
W38 very vear not seeing you again—and had
she taken her mother’s advice your cliances of
making explanations would be small.”

* Making explanations! *’. Chailes’ face flush-
ed, and he spoke with asperity if not. with

anger. “‘They shall get no explanations frow:
me. IFT have been a wild young man, that isi
wy own affaiv.  Let them leave the past alonei.
It is enough for them to look at the present and :
the future.  Miss Alice is commencing her cens ¢
sorship of my conduct rather early.” i
“ Nay, Chimles, you are rash and wrong her: !
She has defended vou before her mother, and:
expressed her disapprobation of her wmother’s|
wish for her to break the engagement.” -
“IfIdo her wrong, I am sorry; but why |
does her mother interfere ?” .
“She probably thinks it her duty to do sol!
It is not improbable that her regard for her,
child’s happiness prou:pts her to spesk.” !
“Or her wish t¢ mix her piety up with my
affuire,” |
¢ Possibly a little of both.” i
By thistime they had reached Mrs, Alton’s,. !
and were met at tlie door by Alice. She.read-::
ity agreed to accompany them to Ambherst, and!{
her greeting to Charles was aflectionate. andj*
kind asever, She evidently still accorded toi!
him the highest place in her heart. “Charles,
on the contrary, was cold and formal with her,
and scemed so chilling in his manuer towards:.
her, thut she was more than once tempted to .
ask him the cause. It was well she did not do.’
g0, for he then was in no humor for reasoning.
or listening to reason,—he was experiencing
the woret of all feelings,—that of being angry
with himself. To an upbraiding mind, consei-
ous of its own folly, this is the sting of thead-
der which gnaws at the heart without the pow-
er to remove it. ) )
Ellen Foster observed. the constraint under
which the lovers were labouring, and, as usual,
ridienled them for it.
¢ Well, you are a pretty pair of love-birds.
Is that the way you intend to treat each other
through life ¥ Come, make upyour differences
I am ashamed of you, Charles. You bave.been
entirely in the wrong, and do you expect to
mend the matter by displaying your.anger ?
will leave you for a little and gallop on ahead.
If by the time I return _you have not become -
as good friends as ever I will disown you both.”’
So saying the high spirited girl urged her horse |
to a gallop and left them. . ’
No differences are in general so easily settled
as those of lovers, aud it was therefore-not long
until Charles and Alice came to an .amiable :f:

LY

-understanding, Charles confessed his rashness .

and haste, and Alice promised to pay no heed to |-
anything she heard of his past life. :
They, joined Ellen againin a few. momentsand ||
after a short canter were in Amherst. After :
they had .transacted their ‘business there they ;|
turned their faces slowly homeward. :
They had, just.come to.one of those placesso
common jn all our provincial highways where
the road had been changed and 2_new one tin :
a.few rods from the old one. A thin scréen.of .|
small spruce bushes separated the two roads.
Darkness was just coming on aiid dbjects wete ;'




