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PLEABANT HOURS.

The Old Baw.
AY A, K B

1 hang on the wall in the tool-house,
My teeth aro brokon and few.

Thay say that my work 18 now enGed,
There's nothing that [ can do.

Brother D1l lics onr In the corner,
All rusted—not happy as 1.

For he never would work, so they left bim
To wasto and slowly to dle,

Many yoars hias hie lain there so 1dly,
No good has Lic done, or will do,
While 1 havo been used b) my master

To bring comfort to more than & fow

All day rang my song through the furest.
With the snow-birds bappy and {ree,

1 cut wood fo bring food to the hungry,
And smiled as 1 shared (n their glee.

1 sawed logs to bring clothes to tho chil-

dren,
And peaco to the toll-worn wife,

1 way grasped with the hand of affection,
In my master's strugglo for life.

1 bullt houses to shelter the needy,
And couches tho weary to reat,

My ships aped the soldiers to victory,
Or my coffins covered thcir breast.

And, oh, Brother Bill In the corner,
‘What thoughts and good wishes I've
hag

1t 18 belter to wear out than rust out.”
No wonder you are gloomy and sad
Cape Croker, Ont.

OUR PERIODICALS:
Tha best, the chupeet, tas most estestalning, the
most popular, Yearly

Sut'n
Christian Quardlan, weekly.... n o

Methodist Magasing and Laview, 60 pp., tonthly
Christian Guardian and Methodist Magazine and

M Rertew. EX)
agazine 8

Jﬂ-htr‘ ' 32

“The Wesleyan, afalllax, weeklyorvaa..os. 1

uundw&yogl Banger, 65 pp.; Sva., moathly, 000

QOWARd, 8 i, 410., Weakly, UBAET B cOplete vnrer O 60

' copies and 0%

0%

0%

oz

o1s

' H

015

012

00y

2
053

ooy Tror. ot Ot g 00

1t vlew e Y . o
¢ So-m: $§2 per 100; per quarter, €o
doten; B3, per 100.
TUS ABOYR PRICIS INCLUDR PORTAGR.
WILLIAM BRIGOS,

Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronto.
w. 8.F. Humms,
O oA Cuthertoast, T Wearye Dock Room,
Montrea). N8

Pleasant Hours:

1 PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK.
Rav. W, H. Withrow, D.D., Editor.

TORONTO, JUNE 23, 1900.

OUR INDIAN MISSIONS.
The people known as Indlans are the
original inhabitants of America, and
were #o designated, it Is belleved, by

" civilization bears in its traln many vices
and wrongs  Not atways does It regard
“of onoc blood all the nations of the
earth, not always does it rocognize the
brotherhood of man with a common
Fathor Jod, much iess does it prectically
ahow that ‘man {s his brother a keoper.”

To satisfy the ambition and greed of
anprincipled traders, the poor Indlans
were cheated, " or
left tu starvation, with the result that
hatred of whites was born in them. The
vices of clvillzaticn fastened upon them
also to an extent which has greatly de-
clmated thelr numbors,

To tho honour ot our beloved Canada,
1t I8 generally acknowledged that her
methods of treating tho Indians have
been far superior to any other, and it is
froquently noted, with & commemdable
gratificadion, that during the troublous
times fn tho Northwest, our Indian popu-
lation were loyal throughout, especially
tha Methodists,

Whilo ail this is 50, does it not seem
that thelr clviiization and devolopment
Into useful citizens might have been
moro thoroughiy and specdily effected,
if they had not becn herded In reserva-
tions, which exciuded them from the
higher and better influences of our
Christian civilization, and besn kept as
wards of the Government in a state ot
sarvile

and

truite, and ncarly 21l of them have been

rted. "
convel ton with th ot

In o
our Indian work, which, in the space at
our dlsposal, can be only siightly sug
gestive, wo foel that one important fac
tor calls for more than passing alten-
tion—the Christian homo—as illustrated
by the misslonary and his wife.

Reports are important. They are
nearly always interesting to the lover of
mizsfons. Thoy are, when printed, from
nocesslty brict; but how little they say
to us of the chlet factor or instrument
in the prosecution of the work recorded
—tho missfonary, or his wife! ‘These
hard-worked, self-denying agents of tho
church—our substitutes, 1o fact—how Iit-
tle we hear of them!  Bearing burdens
with herolc faith, suffering trial and dis-
appolntments; often amid uncongenial
environments, and separation from loved
onecs; with but littlo diverslon, if any,
and deprived of the resources of society,
how much trey are contributing of that
which costs 0 the work of God, and how
quietly and caobtrusively they push on
their work ! They dre God's herces and
heroines! Let us consider them and
remember them in our prayers, and es-
peclally the dear women whose lives are
spent in this sorvice. How much we
owe to them of love, esteem, and woman-
Iy, sisterly sympathy, because of thelr

REV. E. R. YOUNG IN INDIAN COSTUME.

fes which the

Columbus, who was with
the idea that ths land he touched on his
first voyage westward was a part of
Aslatic Indla. There are various opin-
fons aa to the corigin of the Indians, but
very littlo—it any—reliable knowledge i3
obtainable concerning it. The Indlan
population of America—North and South
~1s estimated at about ten millions, Of
thess, a littlo over a hundred thousand
belong to Canada.

The carly whkito setilers of America
found many tralts of noble character
among them, though cunnlng and a
apirit of revenge Wero commonly evl-
denced by them, The fntroduction of
the whits traders, with thelr firewater.
was tho forcrunner of much degradation
and degencration of Indian character,
and 1t is palnfully true that tho ™ pale-
faces * not only helped to degrads them,
but, i their thirst for galn, took ad-
\"nal.uo of thelr 1gnorance of values in
trade.

Rellable historical records show that
the Indlans recelvod the carly sgettlers
with kindness and confidence, but thi

t W23 not d.
Each colony sought them as allles, .but
eventually defrauded them of tholr Iands,
antlt they wore gradually driven from
the shores of the Atlantic to the Pac‘[;!c.

? @

churck has put in operatlon for thelr
uplift, viz., the preaching of the Gospel
and industrial education, must be recog-
nized as of the highest value; but it fs
the cpinfon of experlenced workers and
students of the question, that the more
the Indlans can be brought into contact
with Christian home life, whether on
farms_or in villages, the more rapldly
will they become valuable as cltizens.

erlcc owes.a vast debt to the In-
dlans, which the Christian .churches are
not slow to declaro and to acknowledge.
As a people they have claims upon us
which cannot de ignored. The * heathen
at our own door” may not, perhaps, &p-
peal to all'with the same-interest which
clothes the heathen afar'off, but our re-
sponaibllity hefors God for their condi-
tion will be none tho less. “Go into
all the world and preach the Gospel to
overy creature™ Involves a duty to our
own country, where at least two races—
the Indian and the French—need the
Qospel.

Tho Woman'e Missionary Sociaty of
our church has «wo Indian Homes In
Britlsh Columbia, one at Port -€impson.
and one &t Chilliwhack, A remarkable
rovival has cheered the workers at'Port
Simpson, and fts blessed-Influences have

2 ne
fortunately, what Is termed Christian

the-cistrict  The

&irls of the Home were among tho first~

living demonstration of woman’s power
and will to labour and to suffer in a
causs 8o noble! The wives of our In-
dian missionarles—God bless them every
one —Outlook.

BETHLENEM.

High up In the hill country, about five
miles south ot Jerusalem, the Iittle town
of Bethlehem lies among the mountalns
of Judah, The country round-is most
beautiful. In the spring of the year,
the hills, covered with vines, with fig
and olive trees, are gay with the beauti.
ful wild flowers for which Palestine i3 so
noted. In spots, the ground will be all
ablaze with great masses of brilltant,
scarlet -popples; In  another-place, the
white blossoms, touched with ved, will
look Hke a fcld of snow upon which

-great drops of blood have fallen,

There bas 2 fown here for more
than four thousand years, though the
village haa been destroyed.three or four
times,

The women of Bethlehem are sald to

“be unusually baautiful, as indeed they

ought to te. Uving o a place rich in

“ballowed -associations of the noble wo-

men of long ago. hers it was that
chel was burfed- here it was that Naom|
lived, returning with Ruth after thg

death of her sons; hero Ruth gleaned in
tho fields of Boaz, who saw hor and
Toved her and mado her his wife; hore
Davld, the king, was born, and here it
was that the wiso men wero led by the
star in tho Bast which came and stood
over the manger whero the Christ-child

Thero {s now in Bethlehem the Church
of tho Nativity, bullt by Constantine only
three hundred and thirty years after
Christ-was born., Tho story is that the
church fs bullt over tho grotto where the
littlo Babe opened his oyes, and tho spot
In it where the manger stood {a marked
by a silver star in the pavement.
Whether this {s really tho exact spot or
not cannot bo proved, but that it was not
far away wo know, and, indeed, all about
tho little town I8 holy ground,

SUNDAY-S0HOOLS AND MISSIONS.

Tho Sunday-school 1s the chureh of to-
morrow  Everything wo do for it and
in 1t should bo dono with this obvious
fact In mind. Wo are cducating the
future church. Let us recognizo more
constantly and fully its world-wide rela-
tions, The noxt generation should sce
the Master In possession of every land
and all the kingdoms of tho earth own-
ing his mild sway, The opportunity is
ours to complete the conquest of the
world for Christ. Wo ought promptly
nn;! wigely to plan the declsive cam-
pa

g0,

Practically, all that seems to be.lack-
Ing is the material means. Men and
women are ready by'scores and hundreds
to go to heathen lands; there is little
lack of devotion at this point; and were
the means adequate, the contaglon of per-
sonal consecratfon to this work would
spread, until a holy crusade for the re-
covery of this world to its rightfal Lord
would fnsplre ail Christendom. We
must educate the coming generation in
the Chrlstian duty of glving for mis-
slons.—Rev. Elljah Horr, D.D.

A Man Who Knows a Lot

He can tel! you what the time Is at the
Sunday, Islands when .
The clock !x striking nine at Liverjool;
He can glve you all the focts concerning
Cortez and his men, -
He was always tsking medals when at
school,

But
His clothes are old and torn,
And his manner {3 forlorn;

-He says that ife's a faflure at tho best.

Once the brightest boy in town,
Ho is ragged now and down, N
Aud ab hapgless heart is beating in bl
reas .

He can quote you scenes from “ Timon,'
he 1s full-of anclent lore,
He can name the constellations in the

SKy;
He can tell you Just how far it Is from-
here to Singapore,
How all the wars were waged and when
and why,

. But
In spite of all he knows,
He 18" full of wants and woes,
He finds" the world a cold and cruel place,
4ad he drags alorg the street -
As it welghts were on his feet,
Aud something more than time has
marred hls face. )

-He can talk on any subject with a glib-

ness that is fine;
Ask for dates, and he will tell them
right. away,
His memory Is marvellous—in fact, it is
“a mine

Ot useful {nformation,” so they say,

His clothes are old and-torn,
And his manaer.is forlorn;
There’s a blossom brightly blooming on
his beak! °
Once the brightest boy in town,
He 1s ragged now and.down,
With a dirty growth of stubbles on his
cheek.

On the corner of one of the businces
streets of the city, the other morning, a
shoo-black had “just finished polishing
the shoes of a well-dressed -and -gentle-
appearing man. The latter was unfor-
tunate in having a deformity which com-
pell him to wear a shoo on one of-his
feet with a exceedlngly thick sole, thus
endeavouring to make up mechanically
for what pature had-denied him. “ How
much shall I pay you 7 he asked the boy.
*Five cents, sir.”* " Oh, but yon should
have more than -five cents for polishing
wy shoes,” sald the gentlemasn, tapping
the thick sols significantly with-h's cene.
“No, sir,” sild- the boy, “five-cents is
cnough. I don't want to.make no money

“out o* your hard-luck.”



