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neither, yet half the ugly and s uple

ses of her acquaintances have gone off be-

her.  If we had her provided for, we couid
e care of oursclves, George.™

goctor Witherton, ag Miss Wharneliffe had

matked, was seated in the vine-covered porch

rc his house, and with his cyes fixedona

ufw. pamphletin hishand, was spe ulating

n its contents, when the closing of the prin-

I gate attracted lus attention, and he behcld

air neighbour advancingup the watk. He

icly arose from his scat, and descended a

m-l‘s'o to meet her. and thus obtained, in

horx time it takes *o make such an obser-
aun, a full vicw of her face and figure.  The

t. though rather too fall and robust for his

. was well formed, and  the former, if not
tly handsome iniis featares, was agreeable
expression, and rendered particularly ani-

ed by a pair of well managed black eyes.

«¢ther, her appearance was preposses. .ng,
ﬁ that of a2 lady. Her age might have been

Latable point.  She was certainly not un-

twen'y-five, and «id not look to be thirty.

approached with a manner of perfect case,
a declining the doctor’s offer of a scat, she
EL\] distinet]y, “ Can I have the pleasure of
& Mrs. Witherton 7%
c doctor started, and repeated, ¥ Mrs.
erton!” then colouring and stammering,
cturned, © there is no Jadv—madam—that
1y house, madam—is not fortunate cnough
SSCSS  mistress.”

Indeed, sir?” exclaimed Miss Wharnelifie,

ting and stammering in her tarn, with !hc

t consummate skill. “X beg pardon;

t then have mista Lcn—mwconetruclcd-at
&,;{ 1 was not so informed, I presumed that
$ecc <o heantitully arranged, was, of course,
r the superintendance of 2 Iady.™
he doctor bowed, not vet sufficienily ©
ofercd 10 answer vacally, and Ahiss Elinor,
BB o praceful offort 10 recover hier com-
re. and a smile, half tinid, hall assured,
ocded. “However, since I have ventured
7. and though the lady of my imagmation
BEvanishied, Iwill take theliberty 1o siniemy
REnd. 1 have, Hierally, sir, come a-begging,

k1 2m sure you will have 100 much gallan-
o turn meaway.  You good taste, hag no
t, boeen, many atime, shocked by shedeso-
aspect of yonder Folly, to which, of late
1z ; there is not a tree nor shrub aboutit
Pake it look hkea Chnstian habitation, and
WLT contrast, with your wernitory, Tenders
Ricarance stull more deplorable. Have
2ny tung to sparc from your abundance,
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to its povcrty'! the least twig or root will be
thank{ully recuived, thouzh 1t be of nothing
more than a current or gooscberrg-bush.  Any
thing on which I can exercise my skill in gar-
denmg to make my home look a hutle more
home-like.  Iwould not have presumed toask
such a favour, but we are too far from any of
the large towns, to have plants carried at this
season, and I have cnquired for nurserics and
gardens in the ndghbourhood, 1n vamn. Wil
you ¢xcuse me 77

“Certainly, 1nacam, it will give me pleasure
to share any thing my httle plantauon may af-
ford,” replicd the doctor, descending with a
courteous alacrity from the porch ; “allow me
1o show you my garden. 1 hope you will find
somcthing inii to answer your purpose. Iam
happy 10 have a neighbour wlo takes aninter-
est in a pursuit which affords me so much
healthful recreation,” and he marshalled her
among the nice, vox-bordered divisions of the
garden, In which it would have been almost as
difficult to detect a weed, as a flower in an
iceberg.

The lady led the conversation with admura-
ble tact, examining and adnuning every thing
pointed out 10 her, with the most earnest at-
tention, complimenting her companion with
flattery so nicg, that he could not, modest as
he was, pereeive it t3 be flattery; and making
a litde knowledge of botany, and less of gar-
dening, pass for fourfold the quantues. The
doctor, not alittle pleased with her inteliigence
and vivacity, made her liberal offers of his vege-
table stores, and, on her return, escorted her
to the gate of the Folly, without a suspicion.

 Pray, sir, consider it a duty to make the
acquaintance of such near neighbours” said
Miss Elnor, after hehad dechined herinvitation
1o the house; my Jather and brother will be
exiremely happy 1o receive you; our name,
nethaps you have not heard, 1s Wharnehfie;”
and with a gracious curisy, and an insimuating
smile on her part, and a profound bow on Ing,
they parted, to the infimte delight of the two
speculators, who stiil retained their siation be-
hind the Venetian blinds, impauently awaing
the details of the adventure, which were soon
given in triumph.

After this wmiraduction, Dactor Witherton
could not well have evaded a visit tn the Folly,
or the Hall, asit wasnewly denot inated, cven
had lie boen so melined. whireh, hotwe ver, from
the impressin made by his fair naghibour, was
far fromthecase.  Accordingly, hecalledatan
casly day. Tie found the clder Alr. Wharn-
clific 10 be 2 favorable spacaimen of the northern



