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antique statues. Boys and girls hield
pleasant meetings there ecdi day, and
handed one another their books of dupli-
cates which they wished to exchiange: "I
îi'i11 give you two BeIgiails for your S pan-
isli," and the collections gradually becaine
enrichied wvith, types whose noveýlty rend-
cred thein adm-irable, while marnas and
g.,overniesses, Seated around on the large
strawv-covered chairs watchied. the childishi
transactions from a distance, reading, or
doiiigneleo.

On Thursdays, an d especially Suindays
the littie market was more lively, as the
schoolboys brouight their noise and thecir
pennies. Thei,ý wvere also to bc found
junior clerks from banks and business
houses, where the harvest of postage
stamps wvas abundant and easy. The
sales soon got ahead of the exchanges.
Trhe naine of Petite Bourse (Little Ex-
change), givcn in- pleasantry,wa.s a happy
one ; ail the new'spapers mentioned it
wvhenever they spokze of the mania of
stamp collecting. Thle Little Stampl
Bouirsew~as seen at the theatre and w~as
founci in the annuial reviewNs. Sardou in-
troduceci into the Famille flenciton (1865)
a broker of 8 years of age who got the
best of hîs companions by buying up aIl
the staimps of tlie Confederate States of
Amnerica whîch wvere on the rnarket, tc,
selU thein again an hour later when a dis-
patch announced that the Federais ivere
the vanquishers. Thîis has no conon
sense froni a phîlatelic point of view, but
let us proceed.

111 1864 the Stampli Bourse l'let ev-ery
Thursday and Saturdayv, gilei froni
200 to 400 piersons, clîildren nio longer
figurinig for more tîman haîr. ht was a
rea-l open ma:rket, wvhere; îiglit he found,
persons of doubtfül appearance, indelic;îte
dealers, and even worse. Comî>laints
were nuinerouls ; children lîad reccived
couniterfeit staînps in exchiange for thecir
igenuine ones ; boo0ks and albums lhad
l)een canied offl; young amen thiere sold
starnps wilîi hiad bven stolen. lice

police, iv'lmoni these periodical assembiies
liaci annoye(l for a long tîmne, wvere de-
lighted at receiving orders to tolerate
them no longer. Tracked into ail] of the
corners of the Tuileries %vere they lhad
appointments, the collectors emîgrated to
the Jardin dlu Luxembourg. As soon as
it becarne somieNIat numnerous, the new
markzet wvas ýimgain dissolved by order, and
wvas transplanted to the Chiamps-Elysees,
at dlifférent points, andi finaliy to the Carre
Mlarigny hehind the Marionette shows.
It has renmaîned there ever since, with
xips and downs, accorcling to tîme more or
iess tolerant dlisposition of the police.

Abroad, op~en starnp markets have been
noticed in aIl the capitals, but as soon as
thmey got beyond the proportions of child-
ren's gaines - that is, when (lealem's
appeared-they wvere no longer toleraîed.
anid they look- refuge in Ihired premises or
beer saloons. The Little Bourse of Vi-
enna is spoken of in this wvy, but àt cid
not becomne v'ery weli non

Postage stam p dleniers, estailismed i n
stores, becoining more and more ninie-
ois on ail hiands. prevented the open
mnarket front assumning proportions coin-
niensorate with the continiiaily increas-
ing iituihe)r of votaries. Th'e meetings
comprise sometimes 2o persons, a>gain to
the number- of 2oo1 Io oo; t here a re some
frcquenîers wî'h coîie iii ail weatlier, both
%vinter and stininmer, if only to talk staiTij bs.
Tlie generai air is radier Dolemniami, wirlm
a mixture or ardent colieciors, who arc
ailways hopingz, according to the slang of
the place, to find -in extra; good bargain.

'l'le straniger, Ilhe ricl coilector. w'lo
wandurs there andi, j)reteid int, to be an
expert, adlows hiniseW, to lie saddiel wvith
bogus stamînps, is czaliedC a 4poire ",(gui!).

Neither largie collectors nor dealers
hal,îtuiliv fr q uent this market.

The j)rofessionals carry hags li.ving
sîmoulder straps like onibius conductors,
w'hence thie) takec out their books of
stanmps and wvlierein thecy engulf receipts.
Tmere are umute and autoinatie dealers


